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Permission to quote, share, copy, or appropriate bits, pieces, or large junks of this book freely granted.  I firmly 

assert that all who write about The Rapture should be saying the same things, albeit perhaps using just a few 

different words here and there.  You are welcome to be just as synoptic with me as Matthew, Mark, Luke, and I 

have been with others. 
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Preface 

Just as many have taken in hand to write down and declare those things which are most surely 

believed about The Rapture, it seemed good to me also to write about The Rapture to you, dear 

reader . 
 

Perhaps this introduction sounds familiar.  And well it should, for this is a blatant restatement of Luke 1:1-4 in 

my own words!  I do this to warn you that some of what you will read may sound familiar. 

 

The Source Materials . . . 

Just as Luke and Matthew copied Mark, who may have copied an unknown source, ñQò, I firmly assert that all 

who write about The Rapture should be saying the same things, albeit perhaps using just a few different words 

here and there.  I mirror Matthew, Mark, and Luke in this regard and this book may inadvertently contain 

material that may sound like another authorôs copyrighted material, but I, too, am simply being synoptic. 

 

I have read, heard, and/or watched multiple sources for the material in this book.  I have also read and analyzed 

a minimum of six translations, one or more paraphrases, and then looked up the Hebrew or Greek words.  Once 

I have a clear image of the sense of a source, verse, or paragraph I put my analysis into modern American-

English on the page.  Peter uses this same method in Acts 2:16-21 when he ñquotesò Joel 2:28-30.  On those 

rare occasions when a direct quote is used I have made every attempt to provide a link or footnote to my source, 

but when the material has been compiled from numerous sources, I do this in the same manner as the writer of 

Hebrews 4:4, who says: ñFor he has said somewhere concerning the seventh dayò with no attempt to quote the 

source. Likewise, there is no reference to a particular version of the Bible; just the book, chapter, and verse. 

 

The Style of Writing  . . . 

My teaching and writing style began forming as I became involved in twenty (plus) years of youth work, 

primarily with Middle-School (Junior High) youth.  Youth talks and lessons quickly progressed to teaching 

confirmation, and a few years ago I ñgraduatedò to teaching adults and found that it wasnôt much different!  

Both groups have short attention spans.  Both groups tend to be Biblically illiterate.  Both groups listen and 

learn at about a sixth grade level of understanding.  Both groups show as much comprehension of the material 

being taught as did the apostles to Yeshuaôs teaching. Both groups need lots of preparation, buckets of 

explaining, and as many visual and auditory aids as humanly possible (slides, photos, movies, charts, hand-outs, 

music, songs, speeches, taped recordings, news clips, etc).  Just as Glenn Holland used any and all material that 

helped get the point across, so do I (Mr. Hollandôs Opus, 1995). 
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The Structure  . . . 

I am an analyst and a teacher, not a novelist, but am making an attempt to put parts of this writing into a 

ñnovelizedò format; hence Part One: Narratives.  Parts Two and following are in the form of an overview that 

takes the teachings of many of todayôs scholars and puts them in one place.  Think of it as a study guide, and 

then do your homework. 

 

My job as a teacher is to point you in the right direction to find the answers you seek, not to just give you those 

answers outright! 

 

A list of Other Rapture Students is provided in the Appendixes to point you in the direction of other Rapture 

students and/or authors by giving you information regarding how to access their work.  You may find that their 

books and writings are simply synoptic with mine, as mine is with theirs.  We may all be using the same original 

source or sources . . . .!! 

 

The Goals  . . . 

I believe that Biblical and historical parallels, patterns, pictures, and types have much to teach us about the 

world as we experience it today.  My primary goal in writing this book is to encourage you to read scripture and 

notice the many parallels, patterns, pictures, and types that inundate the Biblical narrative regarding The 

Rapture and Yahwehôs Parties. 

 

My secondary goal is to encourage you to discuss your findings with others, to encourage you to read other 

views, to listen to audio studies about the Rapture and the Moedim and to heartily study and become 

knowledgeable about both subjects. 

 

My ultimate goal is to bring you to a closer relationship with the one that Hebrew names Yeshua HaôMashiach, 

and to make your understanding of The Rapture a blessed, joyous, heartwarming, looked for, and expected 

event. 
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The Cast of Characters 

The cast of characters are all based on real people with whom the author has interacted.  The names have been 

changed to protect both those who believe in The Rapture and those who donôt, the pre-Tribulationists and those 

who are not so convinced, the believing and the not so believing.  The conversations are based on both real and 

imagined events, places, and dates that have impacted the authorôs life with only minimal hyperbole! 

The Cast: 

PJ:  Short for Professor of Jesus.  Based on the life and experiences of the Author. 

 

Mel:  Melvin Metiére ï An open minded friend (and pastor) willing to learn and consider that the rapture may 

actually be taught in scripture.  A strong leader and mentor. 

 

Den:  Denny Dagger ï A very stubborn friend (and pastor) not willing to even consider that the rapture may 

actually be mentioned in scripture. Goes against the grain of his denominational teachings, he says. Can use 

scripture as a sword, thus living up to his name! 

 

Len: Lenny Literati ï Another very stubborn friend (old college chum and pastor) but nominally willing to 

change his views or step outside the boundaries of his denominational doctrines if he can read it and prove it 

beyond all doubts. 

 

Gil: Gilbert Gafferï A true friend and fellow believer in the rapture.  Gil is not one to stick to man made 

doctrines when new information is presented from the Bible. 

 

Jon: Jonathan Jolly ï Another true friend willing to listen and learn. 

 

Jan: Janice Jolly ï Jonathanôs wife and another true friend and woman of growing understanding. 

 

Fran: Franchella Fairly ï Another true friend and a woman of great understanding. 
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Party Hearty 
 

Tuesday eve, at the Digginô Deeper Bible Study: 

ñI love a party!ò, PJ exclaimed.  ñAnd Yahwehôs parties are the best parties in town.  Nobody does them better!  

Enough meat to feed an army ï lamb, beef ï roasted, boiled, barbequed, as it were.  Loaf upon loaf of breads, 

some baked with leaven, some without.  And the wine ï gallons and gallons of wine ï the best wine in the 

world.  Yahweh brings the best of the best to his parties, never second rate.  And which partyò, PJ asked, ñis the 

most desired, the most blessed?  None other than the Rapture!ò 

 

ñI agreeò, exclaimed Jon, ñthereôs nothing like a great party to lift the spirit and I look forward to the day when 

all of Yahwehôs Parties are fulfilled, especially the Rapture.  How about you Jan, and you two, Fran and Gil?ò 

 

ñMe too, my dear hubbyò, Jan concurred. ñLikewiseò, Gil said. 

 

ñIôm old as the hills, and I can hardly wait for the Rapture ï this tired old body needs renewal.  Any idea when 

Yeshua is coming to take his Bride home?ò, Fran asked. 

 

ñSoon, my friends, soon.  We are in the season of Yeshuaôs return, but I cannot say on which day or at which 

hour he will come, but scripture does give us many cluesò, replied PJ.  ñUntil that day, I will continue to 

celebrate Yahwehôs Parties ï the Moedim or Dress Rehearsals.ò 
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Party Poopers 

 

ñMelò, Denny barked, ñWeôve got to do something about PJ.  Do you know that heôs meeting with others and 

talking rubbish.  Do you know he thinks thereôs a rapture?  And he thinks itôs some grand party!  And thatôs not 

all.  Do you know that he is calling the feasts and festivals, the times and seasons, óYahwehôs Partiesô.  What a 

bone-headed heretic.ò 

 

ñI seeò, Mel replied.  ñTell me something, Denny.  When you and PJ were in college, he spoke, wrote, and met 

with others about the lack of support and dismal training that all of you were receiving.  He and Lenny were at 

the forefront of warning the other Pre-Seminary and Church Worker students that the education they were 

receiving was not preparing them for the callings they were pursuing.  And how was that message received by 

the College Administration leaders when they heard about it?ò 

 

ñNot well at allò, Denny chuckled.  ñHe and Lenny were shunned by many and if I remember, the 

Administration tried to take actions against them.ò 

 

ñUh huh.  And when the college held a big assembly and invited myself and other former students who are now 

in the pastorate and youth fields to speak, what did Pastor Will have to say?  He stood up, praised the great 

times and experiences he had while attending, then dropped a bomb right in their laps!  Remember what he 

said?  Pastor Will said, and I quote: óBut when I began my first assignment, I suddenly realized that all of the 

training and education I had received did not equip me for the job I now haveô.ò 

 

ñYeah, youôre right, Mel.  PJ knew.  And the rest of us were pretty blind.ò 

 

ñExactly.  I still remember the milk carton poems.  Always made me laugh, Ahem.  Really annoyed the 

Administration but every dig outlined in those silly poems was 100 percent accurate.  PJ and I go back a long 

ways, even before you and Lenny met him, and heôs always been able to analyze a situation and draw 

conclusions that others did not see.  His teaching on the Ten Little Words shook me to the core ï I had never 

seen those connections in scripture before.  What do you say we call him in and get some first hand insights.  

Iôm not saying that heôs on the right track, or even on the wrong track, but letôs hear him out first before we call 

him a heretic.  Okay?ò 

 

ñOkay.  I havenôt spoken directly to him, but am guilty of believing ï I hate to say it ï gossipò, Denny admitted.  
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ñAnd, yes, Iôd forgotten how much fun it was to see the Administration squirm.  Some of them actually turned 

sheet white when Pastor Will confirmed everything PJ was saying.  That was quite interesting to watch and see.  

And youôre right, the depth of that Ten Little Words teaching was nothing Iôd ever considered, either.ò 

 

ñTell you what, letôs get together with PJ and see what he has to say for himself.  Whether or not we agree with 

all he says is irrelevant ï I donôt want to judge him by what others are saying, okay?ò, Mel asked.  ñDenny, why 

donôt you set up a meeting and letôs proceed from there.ò 

 

ñConsider it done . . .ò, Denny replied. 
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Confronting the Heretic 

 

ñPJ, glad you could join usò, Mel said.  ñDenny has expressed some concerns and we want to hear your side.  

Denny, why donôt you start.ò 

 

ñRight.  PJ, Iôve been hearing that you are meeting with others to talk about a rapture, and worse yet, a pre-

Tribulation rapture.  To begin with, thereôs no such word in scriptureò, he barked and stood up.  Waving his 

arms theatrically, he continued, ñAnd to call it some kind of grand party, thatôs just pure rubbish.  The Bible 

teaches no such thingò, he thundered. 

 

ñWhoa horsey, Denny!ò, PJ interjected.  ñThereôs no audience, just Mel and myself, this isnôt Drama 101, so no 

need to rehearse for the next play.  Twenty bucks says heôs once again called me a heretic just like he did in 

college.  Is that a chuckle I hear escaping your lips, Mel?  Iôll take that as a óyesô.  Hmm . . . . Denny, Denny, 

Denny; Iôve heard you preach on the trinity many times, and yet the word trinity cannot be found in scripture.  

Neither are the words second coming, and yet you regularly teach this concept as well.  Some believe in a literal 

millennial reign of Yeshua and others do not, and nobody gets called a heretic for mentioning those words or 

discussing those topics.  What is so upsetting to you about the word and topic of the rapture that those who 

teach it are labeled so harshly?ò 

 

ñWell, not only is the word never used in scripture, neither is the topic ever mentioned.  It doesnôt exist.  Period.  

Why disturb the peopleôs peace?ò, Denny asked. 

 

ñI see.  Donôt teach truth if it upsets the peopleôs peace.  Yup. Yeshua never upset the apple cart, or should I say 

the money changerôs tables.  No, No, sit down and relax.  Iôm not gonna go there.  But for now, letôs examine 

that notion of yours that the rapture is not a word used in scripture.  Mel, you and Den, if I remember right, both 

took Greek.ò  Both nod affirmatively.  ñI did not ï too busy studying French with a certain young lady whose 

name we will not mention.  However, moving on, in Paulôs epistle, 1st Thessalonians 4:17, he states that there 

are those who are caught up to meet Yeshua in the clouds.  Are we all agreed on this?ò  Both nod affirmatively.  

ñGood.  The word translated caught up is the Greek word harpazǾ. Some Latin translations use the word 

ñrapiemurò and others use rapturo or raptus.  Rapture is simply a translation of the Greek harpazǾ to Latin 

rapturo, to English rapture.  So, Den, technically you are correct that the word rapture does not appear in the 

English translations, but you have failed to do your homework and trace its origins.  If you had, then you would 

not be incorrectly stating that the word rapture does not appear in scripture ï it does.  Any questions?ò 
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ñOkay, PJ, youôve corrected us on the word.  But that still doesnôt address Dennyôs other statement that the 

rapture is not taught elsewhere in the Bible.  I happen to agree with him on thatò, Mel quietly announced.  

ñPerhaps you can address this, too?ò 

 

ñIndeed.  In Titus 2:13 Paul calls it the blessed hope. In 1 Peter 1:3 Simon Peter calls it the living hope and in 

verses 1:6-7 he calls it a wonderful joy.  In 1st Corinthians 15:52-53 Paul tells us that we will all be changed 

from mortal to immortal in an instant.  According to 1st Thessalonians 4:16 the dead in Yeshua rise first, 

followed by those who are still alive.  The resurrection is said by some to be the rapture, and they teach that the 

two events are simultaneous.  And that is just in the Newer Covenant.  Wait until you hear what the Older 

Covenant has to say about the resurrection / rapture.  You may be surprisedò, PJ continued. 

 

ñOkay, New Testament.  I grant that calling you a heretic may have been out of line, PJ, please forgive me.  But 

I still have no idea, though, where you get the idea that the rapture can be found in the Older Covenantò, Denny 

cried out. 

 

ñForgiven, Denny boy!  Many events in the Older Covenant are shadows, pictures, parallels, or types of what 

Yahweh had planned in advance for future generations.  Pesach, Chag Haô Matzot, and Reishit Katzir are all 

shadows of Yeshuaôs sacrificial death, burial, and resurrection, three of the seven that I call Yahwehôs Parties.  

The gathering at Mount Sinai isnôt just about the giving of the law but is also a picture of a Jewish wedding 

ceremony, and also points to the rapture.ò 

 

ñWhat?ò Denny said, jumping up and waving his hands!  ñPay-sack, chug-a -malto, racing-cats-here?  Yahwehôs 

parties?  What are you talking about?  Iôve never heard such nonsense!  Why . . .ò 

 

ñWhoa, hold on a secondò, Mel interrupted.  ñYou just lost me on both accounts, too.  The gathering at Mount 

Sinai was just for the giving of the law.  Are you saying thereôs more to the gathering than meets the eye?  If so, 

I believe an explanation is in order right now.ò 

 

ñNeither of you have heard this before?  Okay, let me explain.  Look, I know that my use of Hebrew terms 

throws both of you into fits, but the Older Covenant is written in Hebrew not Greek, and the latest archaeology 

has found that almost all of the Newer Covenant writings were in Hebrew as well.  Pesach, Chag Haô Matzot, 

and Reishit Katzir (or Passover, Unleavened Bread, and Firstfruits as you call them), are the first three feasts, or 

moedim, commanded by Yahweh.  Moedim is the Hebrew word which means divine appointment.  Weôll get 
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back to this later.  For now, letôs move on to Mt. Sinai.ò 

 

ñAt every Jewish wedding there are several items that are part of that ceremony: a place of cleansing (a 

mikveh), a place of covering or a canopy (a chuppah),  a written marriage agreement (a ketubah), and a visible, 

tangible sign, an expression of the love (an ôth).  We find all four items at Mount Sinai as outlined in Exodus 

Chapter 20: the people have to wash and make themselves ready, the mountain is covered with clouds, two 

copies are made of the marriage contract . . .ò 

 

ñBack up, back upò, Denny interjected.  ñIf youôre linking the Ten Commandments to the ómarriage agreementô, 

whatôd you call it, the car-tuba, I can see one copy, but where do you get two copies?ô 

 

ñKetubah, not car-tuba!  But, yes, that is the link.  Moses returned with two tablets.  Most think that the first five 

commandments were on the first tablet, and the next set of five were on the second tablet.  But part of the 

ancient wedding agreement procedure was to write out two copies, one for the bride, one for the bridegroom, so 

that each party to the wedding had a copy.ò 

 

ñMy thinking is that Yahweh gave both copies to Moses for safe keeping.  Neither position is a deal breaker, 

weôre still talking about a wedding ceremony.  The fourth sign given was written down in the, guess what, the 

fourth commandment ï the Sabbath!  Yahweh and his Bride set aside a special day to enjoy each otherôs 

presence.  That to me is an incredibly tangible  sign of the love Yahweh shows us.ò 

 

ñBut this is just the beginning of the rapture images in Exodus.  Not only do we see wedding imagery, straight 

out of the Guidebook to the Perfect Jewish Wedding Ceremony, we also see the entire process of the rapture 

image in Exodus 19  as Paul outlines it in 1st Thessalonians.  Think about it, Yahweh descends, thereôs thunder, 

lightning, the sounding of the trumpet, and much, much more.  Did I mention that Yahweh descends and 

commands Moses in a loud voice to come up into the clouds?  The parallels are astounding.ò 

 

ñPJ, youôve done it again, pulled together bits and pieces, and filled in gaps that I didnôt even know existed.  

They sure donôt teach this stuff at Cemetery, uh, I mean, Seminaryò, Mel laughed!  ñYouôve given us a lot to 

think about.  Letôs get together again tomorrow, I want to hear more, if youôre willing.ò 

 

ñMe tooò, Denny admitted grudgingly. 
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Escaping Dennyôs Wrath 

 

ñDenny, PJ, welcome back.  PJ, no doubt you have more to say about finding the rapture in the Older 

Covenant?ò, Mel asked. 

 

ñIndeed, I do.  Today Iôll tell you about gatherings and escapes, and hopefully weôll all escape Denôs wrath 

today as wellò, PJ replied. 

 

ñOh, I like thatò, Mel laughed.  Denny shook his head and laughed too. 

 

ñOkay, letôs get started.  Can either of you think of some great escapes mentioned in the books of Moses?ò  ñI 

suppose you mean Noah?ò Mel asked. ñAnd let me guess, youôre calling the Exodus a great escape, tooò, Denny 

said. 

 

ñPrecise - kamundo!  How about some great assemblies?ò PJ asked.  ñWell, I guess you can call anytime the 

Hebrews got together a great assembly, but thatôs not where you are headed, is it?ò Mel asked. 

 

ñIndeed it isò, PJ said. ñNumerous Older Covenant scriptures call a ógathering togetherô a ógreat assemblyô.  

Zephaniah  and Daniel tell us that the people are to be gathered together before the day of Yahwehôs wrath ï 

direct references to the rapture.  According to Nehemiah and Ezra, all of the people would gather at the Temple 

Mount for a great assembly, at which time they would celebrate the appointed feasts, read the Torah Scroll and 

also any letters received  from the King in Babylon which were given to the Governor by the High Priest.  This 

is then mirrored in the Newer Covenant in Revelation, where the saints gather together with the angels in a great 

assembly at the crystal sea of glass, or the platform where Yahwehôs throne is.  At this gathering, or great 

assembly, Yeshua enters the platform at the Temple and opens the Seven Sealed Scroll, a parallel image to the 

letters received from the King by the High Priest in the Nehemiah and Ezra passages.ò 

 

ñThe Hebrew words often translated saved or delivered are malat and especially natsal, which literally means to 

escape, to be snatched from, or to be delivered from - which by the way, sounds a lot like the definition of 

harpazǾ to me! Numerous examples are noted in scripture of righteous people being delivered from calamity or 

destruction while the unrighteous or evil are punished: Noah is delivered from / through the flood; Lot is 

rescued from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah; Rahab is rescued by the Hebrews when Jericho is 

overthrown, just for starters.ò 
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ñAnd then, to top it off, Song of Songs tells us of a bride that suddenly finds herself being transported away, and 

about the many that try to find her, wanting her back, but she cannot be found - her beloved has taken her away 

and hidden her in the secret places. Howôs that for a parallel to our being raptured and then hidden in Heaven as 

Paul tells it - or as Matthew puts it: óThose who are ready go in with the bridegroom to the wedding feast; and 

the door is shutô.ò 

 

ñInteresting connections, PJ.  You may be on to something that Iôve never noticed beforeò, Mel said.  

ñLikewiseò, Denny admitted, ñBut . . .ò 

 

ñBut what, Den?ò, PJ asked.   
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Prophets and Their Horses 

 

ñBut people and their pet horses?  Now youôre just making things up for sure!ò, Denny objected. 

 

ñIf you say so, Den.  However, I believe that scripture will have a different take on this topic, too.  So, letôs start 

with Elijah.  Mel, how did Elijah get taken up?ò PJ asked. 

 

ñIôm almost afraid to say it, but by horses, chariots of fire, and a whirlwind.ò ñRight, Mel.  Denny, you 

listening?  And Enoch was also taken up by horses and chariots of fire.ò  ñOh, no!ò, Denny blurted out.  

ñGenesis only says God took him.ò 

 

ñThat is correct, Den, but scripture also quotes from other sources and tells us to read those books if we want 

more information. The Bible actually lists over thirty different books.  One of those books is the Book of Enoch.  

Genesis 6, Jude 1, and 2 Peter 2 all quote from this book, and an account of Enochôs rapture is found in Chapter 

81, which is confirmed by the Book of Jasher Chapter 3.  Horses, fiery chariots, whirlwinds, and witnesses are 

all mentioned in those accounts.  Guess who our third horse-raptured prophet is!ò, PJ asked. 

 

ñIôm at a total lossò, Mel said.  ñI have no clue, eitherò, Denny snarled, ñI suppose this is going to be yet another 

unconventional PJ surprise.ò 

 

ñDenny, Denny.  This raptured prophet should be no surprise to any reader of scripture.  Any guesses?  No?  It is 

Yeshua, himself!ò 

 

ñNo way, no way, PJò, Denny yelled.  ñSorry, Denny, way.  Mel, if the look on your face says anything, guess 

youôd agree.ò  ñAfraid so, PJ.ò 

 

ñSo, line upon line, precept upon precept is how we find all those hidden nuggets that Yahweh loves to put in 

scripture - you know - Yahwehôs pleasure to hide them - kingôs pleasure to dig them out.  What does Acts 

Chapter 1 tell us about Yeshuaôs rapture?  Den, why donôt you read this to us.  And Mel, will you read Lukeôs 

account of ascension in Chapter 24.ò 

 

ñActs 1:10-11 says: ñWhile they looked unwaveringly toward Heaven as Yeshua went up two men stood by them 

in white apparel who said, óWhy are you gentlemen gazing up into Heaven? Yeshua will return in exactly the 
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same way as you have watched him ascend into Heavenô.ò 

 

ñAnd Luke 24:51 says: óIt came to pass, while Yeshua blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up 

into Heavenô.ò 

 

ñActs 1:11 tells us he will return the same way he went and Luke tells us that Yeshua didnôt just ascend into 

Heaven on his own, he was carried up into Heaven.  Now we have to turn to Revelation to find out how he 

returns, and it is there that we find out that he returns on a white horse to judge and wage war.ò  

 

ñSo, it takes all three passages to inform us that Yeshua was also raptured with a horse. The horse pattern is 

consistent for Enoch, Elijah, and Yeshua!  Three witnesses!  And that, my friends, is why I say that the Bride 

will also be taken up on horses.  Can hardly wait to meet mine.ò 
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Rôs and Dôs 

 

ñPJ, Denny may be right - your imagination is running wild, but I have to admit that these connections you are 

making do make sense in an odd sort of way.  What else do you have to boggle our minds?ò, Mel asked. 

 

ñWell, how about the three Rôs or three Dôs patterns?ò, PJ asked. 

 

ñGo on . . .ò 

 

ñYou know that I am not the only person who looks for patterns in scripture.  Perry Stone is famous for finding 

patterns and so is Gary Stearman, just to mention a couple of scholars.  One of those patterns Iôve discovered is 

the pattern that follows every bodily rapture.  That pattern is Removal, Revelation, Ruination; or if you prefer, 

Departure, Direction, Destruction.ò 

 

ñAfter every bodily rapture, removal, or departure there is a period I call  a period of continued warnings and 

teachings, of continued revelation and direction.  At the end of that period comes the time of destruction: 

Å Enoch is raptured, others continue to minister to the people for 670 years and warn of coming disaster, then 

the flood happens, but Noah is saved by the Ark. 

Å Elijah is raptured, Elisha and others continue to minister to the people for 270 years and warn of coming 

disaster, then destruction of both Northern Israel and Southern Judah takes place, but many Jews are saved by 

moving to Babylon. 

Å Yeshua is raptured, the disciples continue to minister to the people for 40 years and warn of coming disaster, 

then the Temple is destroyed, but many believers are protected during the disaster period by traveling to other 

lands and nations.ò 

 

ñThe next series of three takes place at the Rapture when Yeshua calls from the clouds: 

Å The Bride of Yeshua is raptured. 

Å The Two Witnesses (Revelation 2), the 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7), and the angel in mid-

heaven  (Revelation 8) all continue to minister to the people and warn of coming disaster. 

Å The Great and Terrible day begins, but the remnant Jews who escape to the mountains are protected during the 

remainder of the disaster period.ò 
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ñAll that Yahweh has made and ordained has a pattern.  The sun, moon, and stars follow the courses he has 

established.  The Earth orbits the sun.  The seed is planted, grows, and produces more seed.  Order, 

arrangement, and patterns are all part of Yahwehôs way of doing.  The patterns of rapture before tribulation is 

another pattern that can be clearly seen throughout scripture.  And since Yahweh does not change, I see every 

reason to believe that the pre-tribulation pattern will hold true to my three Rôs or three Dôs pattern.ò 

 

ñWhat say we take a break, and come back together in a week or so.  I need to think about all youôve given usò, 

Mel said. 

 

ñMe, too.  This is driving me nutsò, Denny chimed in. 
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Disappearing Disciples 

Ring, ring.  ñHi PJ, this is Gil.  Jon, Jan, Fran, Lenny and I have some questions for you about the instantaneous 

disappearances of believers at the rapture, so hereôs a heads up for this weekôs topic.  Weôll be over Tuesday as 

always for the Digginô Deeper Bible Study.  See you then.ò 

 

Knock, knock.  ñWelcome to tonightôs Digginô Deeper study.  I see youôre all here, and have questions for the 

óhereticô, ha haò, PJ said. 

 

ñYeah, we have questionsò, Lenny muttered.  ñPaul clearly says weôll be changed in an instant and then up to 

the clouds we go, just as the Left Behind movies and books have shown.  Why do you say different?ò 

 

ñSo, I guess yaôall expect to head out butt-naked and leave your clothes behind in a heap, eh?  ñNot sure Iôd 

want to do that or even see that, thank you very much!ò, Fran chuckled with belly laughs from Gil and Jon.  Jan 

just shook  her head.  ñWell . . . . ?ò, they all said in unison. 

 

ñWell, indeedò, replied PJ.  ñTim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkins are not the only ones to popularize the 

instantaneous disappearance.  So did Joel Rosenberg in his novel Dead Heat.  But I donôt see that as the pattern 

that scripture shows.  Enoch was seen by his family members and also the Kingôs servants as he rose - he didnôt 

just disappear.  Same for Elijah - he may have been seen by at least fifty people as he was taken up by fiery 

horses and chariots.  Yeshua didnôt just disappear either - in fact, two men dressed in white clothing had to tell 

the crowd of disciples to stop gazing off into the wild blue yonder and get back to living.ò 

 

ñThe only clothing scripture indicates that got left behind was Elijahôs cloak - the cloak being a signal that the 

prophetôs mantle had been passed to Elisha (no pun intended).  I believe that the Corinthians passage only, 

repeat only, speaks about the translation from mortal to immortal, corrupt to incorruptible.  Yes, the rapture may 

follow immediately thereafter, but not necessarily.  Yeshua, and many other souls who had come out of the 

graves, were all seen in Yerushalayim for another forty days after their resurrection / translation.  Those souls 

werenôt zombies, now, were they!  I have no doubt that the rapture of the risen dead and those alive in Yeshua 

will also be thoroughly witnessed as they depart.ò 

 

ñHmmò, Lenny said.  ñI see your pointò, Gil said.  ñI told you soò, Fran chimed in.  Jon and Jan just nodded.  

ñBut what about this nonsense of yours about the timing and the falling away?ò, Lenny asked.  ñWait. Lenny, 

are you asking about the óapostasyô?ò, Jon asked. ñYes, exactly.ò 
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ñLetôs look at that.  The pre-King James translations translated the words hé apostasia as a departure, as in a 

rapture, a very specific event.  In other words, a separation of distance, either physical or temporal - never a 

falling way, or rebellion, or to use a more modern English word - an apostasy.ò 

 

ñ Paulôs writings clearly show a definite sequence of events: first the departure, second the revealing of the 

Antichrist.  We are to wait for the appearing of Yeshua, not the appearing of the Antichrist. Paulôs first and 

second letters to the Thessalonians are both expressly dealing with the harpazǾ (or rapture) prior to the revealing 

of the Antichrist and the tribulation period.  Neither letter addressed the topic of a falling away from scriptural 

or doctrinal principles.ò 
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Early Warnings 

ñOkay, maybe you have a point, but, excuse me, advance notices?  Come on, PJ, everybody knows that nobody 

knows the day or hour.  Yeshua, said clearly that neither he nor the angels in Heaven know the date, only his 

father.  So where do you get this idea that somebody gets to know ahead of time - just not possible and thereôs 

no way youôre going to convince me otherwise unless I see it in writingò, Lenny said. 

 

ñTrue, but few are aware that óno one knows the day or hourô is a Hebrew idiom that refers to Yom Teruah, or as 

Paul puts it óat the last trumpô, another Hebrew idiom again referring to Yom Teruah.  Thereôs your two 

witnesses in writing, just as you requested, Len!ò 

 

ñBut what you really want to know about is what I call óadvance noticesô.  Here goes.  Enoch, our first person 

bodily raptured, is told he will have one year to teach his children before he is taken.  Sounds like advance 

notice to me.  Okay, yaôall, this is not in the Bible, you have to read the Book of Enoch which scripture quotes to 

gain this information.  Iôll grant you that, so letôs examine some scripture and see what we find:ò 

 

ñMethuselah is Noahôs grandfather whose name means his death brings.  If that isnôt enough, Yahweh himself 

shut the door to the ark seven days before the flood began.  Sounds to me like Noah had plenty of advance 

notice that Methuselahôs death would bring the flood that would destroy the world, remember the ark he had to 

build, and a solid seven days of warning when Yahweh shut him and his family into the ark.ò 

 

Elijah and Elisha both encounter two, not one, two schools of prophets who both ask Elisha if he knows that 

today is the day of Elijahôs rapture.  I definitely call that advance notice.  Lot only gets a few hours notice about 

the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, but this, too, sounds to me like advance notice.ò 

 

ñBoth Moses and Elijah spoke to Yeshua about his óexodusô which he was to accomplish from Yerushalayim.  

Another instance of advance notice, perhaps.  And not to mention that the disciples were in the right spot at the 

right time to witness Yeshua being taken up, eh?ò 

 

ñScripture also links the rapture to birth pains.  No surprises to any pregnant woman that birth is going to take 

place, and we are now able to pinpoint the day to within a week or to just a couple of days.  Finally, Paul clearly 

tells us that the true believer will not be caught off guard or by surprise by the rapture.  Only the unbeliever will 

have no clue.  So, when I say we have advance notice, I say so because scripture says so as well!ò 
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ñHarumphò, Lenny said.  ñAgain, I see your pointò, Gil said. Jon said ñThatôs a mouthful to digestò, and Jan 

agreed, saying ñIôve never heard that taught in any church Iôve attended.ò 

 

ñAnd you probably never will, so donôt tell me that I never I told you soò, Fran chimed in.  ñYou want to hear 

this stuff, youôve got to come to our Tuesday evening studies, and listen to the óhereticô, as Denny calls him.  

Wish heôd stop saying that.  Wish youôd stop repeating it, too, PJ.ò 
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The Wild Party 

 

Once again in the office of Melvin Metiére: 

 

ñOkay, so I get what youôve presented so far, and can make some of the connections, but your nonsense about 

the ógrand partyô is way off base!ò, Denny exclaimed. 

 

ñI seeò, said PJ, ñSo you must think that a wedding party is some dull, quiet affair, eh?ò 

 

ñWell, n-n-noò, Denny stammered, ñBut weôre not talking about a wedding, weôre talking about a supposed 

rapture.ò 

 

ñOkay, Colossians tells us that when Yeshua triumphed over Satan and his minions, he threw a partyò, PJ began 

before being interrupted by Denôs ñWHAT?ò  ñAs I was saying, he threw a party, or as Paul puts it: óhe made a 

public spectacle of themô.  The Greek word Paul uses in this verse indicates the display of captives, weaponry, 

and trophies that were seized during war.  Every item displayed was exposed to all to view and enjoy.  This 

display was not done in private ï it was done in public, open to all.  This display also was designed to 

commemorate the victor and to humiliate the defeated enemy - in other words, a celebration of success - a party.  

How come you, the Greek student, havenôt made this connection?ò 

 

ñLuke tells us that there is more joy in Heaven when a sinner repents than for the ninety-nine that donôt.  Do 

you really think that this is some quiet, dull affair.  Uh uh, no way.  Guess what, itôs another grand party.ò 

 

ñLuke also tells us that when the prodigal son returned, the party was so noisy that the older son could hear its 

racket even as he approached the house from out in the fields!  Scripture tells us of many other celebrations.  

Celebrations are held for the feasts (or moedim), for being chosen, for dedications, for reading of Torah, for 

giving thanksgiving and praise, for victory in Yeshua, and for the captives having been brought to a better, more 

wonderful captivity.  The list is endless.ò 

 

ñThese celebrations are no quiet, subdued, private affairs, so just imagine how great the parade and celebration 

will be when Yeshua raptures his entire Bride and brings them home to his Fatherôs house in Heaven!!  I mean, 

come on, this gathering or great assembly is accompanied by Yeshua shouting, an archangel speaking in a loud 

voice, and the trump (shofar or voice) of Yahweh.  Den, you may object to my calling this the best of the best of 

Yahweh's parties, or as you call it a ógrand party', but I stand firm on this belief.  The Rapture is going to be an 
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incredibly glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous affair, whether you like it or not!ò, PJ exclaimed. 

 

ñPJ, thank you for this information.  Iôd like to hear more, so can you put together a more detailed teaching 

about this for our congregation?ò, Mel asked. 

 

ñIôd be honored to do soò, PJ replied. 
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The Word Translated ñRaptureò 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 ï ñThen we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected 

dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

 

As the language in the church changed from Greek to Latin, Saint Jerome was given the task of translating the 

scriptures from Greek to Latin, and used the word  ñrapiemurò to translate the Greek word harpazǾ.  Other Latin 

translations use rapturo or raptus,  both forms of the verb rapiemur.   

 

Rapiemur and rapturo are two forms of the same verb, as are rapio, rapere, rapui, raptus.  All forms of the verb 

mean to catch, snatch, or seize.  Rapiemur is the first person, plural, future, indicative, passive form (as in: We 

will be snatched away).  Rapturo is the dative/ablative singular form (as in: I will be snatched away). 

 

One example of a Latin translation which uses the verb rapiemur is the Latin Vulgate: ñDominus in iussu et in 

voce archangeli et in tuba Dei descendet de caelo et mortui qui in Christo sunt resurgent primi deinde nos qui 

vivimus qui relinquimur simul rapiemur cum illis in nubibus obviam Domino in aera et sic semper cum Domino 

erimus.ò 

 

The English word rapture in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 simply comes from the Latin translation rapiemur, of the 

Koin® Greek word harpazǾ.  Almost all modern Bibles translate this word as ñcaught upò.  This same word is 

used in 2 Corinthians 12:2-4 by Paul to describe a man he once knew that had been caught up to the third 

heaven, into paradise. 

 

HarpazǾ [G726] means to be seized or plucked up by force, to catch (away, up), pluck, pull, or to take by force. 

This has the image of someone who has been grabbed by the hair and yanked out of trouble.  One could easily 

use harpazǾ to describe the actions of a parent yanking a child out of the path of an approaching vehicle, thus 

yanking the child out of harmôs way.  Whether or not the child is aware of the approaching danger is irrelevant ï 

it is the parent that removes the child from the situation in which the child finds themselves. 

 

The snatching away, the catching up, the seizing, or the harpazǾ, whichever verb one uses, will not be 

something that human beings accomplish.  When Yeshua shouts, he will be commanding our immediate 

presence, not asking if we would mind coming up once weôve gotten showered and dressed in our finest linens! 

 

But how much more awesome it will be if one is found waiting and willing to be caught up when he calls. 
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Not An Unorthodox Teaching 

Many who use the word rapture are labeled unorthodox, blasphemers, illiterate, or heretical because the word 

ñraptureò isnôt found in scripture. 

 

The terms ñmillennial reignò and ñmillenniumò arenôt found in scripture either, but the phrase ñreign for a 

thousand yearsò is found in Revelation 20:4-7!  In Greek it reads: basileuǾ chilioi etos; and in Latin: regnabunt 

cum illo mille annis ï from which we get the English term: ñmillennial reignò.  Millennium comes from mille 

annis ï literally 1000 years. 

 

Neither can the phrase ñsecond comingò be found anywhere in the Bible.  In 1 Thessalonians 2:19, 3:13, and 

5:23 Paul writes about the coming of the Lord Yeshua. This coming is also mentioned in 2 Thessalonians 2:1.  

We call it the second coming because he already came once before! Yeshuaôs first coming is mentioned in both 

Acts 19:4 and 2 Peter 1:16. 

 

Likewise, the word ñtrinityò isnôt found in the Bible, but we talk freely about God in three persons, the blessed 

trinity, based especially on Matthew 28:19 ï ñGo therefore, and teach all nations, immersing them in the name 

of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghostò, and also on numerous translations of the Hebrew word 

£l¹h´ym [H430] into the English word óGodô ( £l¹h´ym is a plural word in Hebrew). 

 

None of these words or phrases (millennial reign, second coming, or trinity) gets anyone labeled unorthodox, a 

blasphemer, an illiterate, or a heretic, except the word rapture! 
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The Blessed Hope 

Titus 2:13 ï ñWe look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great Lord and Savior, 

Yeshua HaôMashiach, will be revealed.ò 

 

1 Peter 1:3 ï ñBlessed be Yahweh, the Father of our Lord Yeshua the Mashiach, who according to his great 

mercy became our father again to a living hope through the resurrection of Yeshua HaôMashiach from the 

dead.ò 

 

1 Peter 1:6-7 ï ñIn this you greatly rejoice, despite immediate trials, for there is wonderful joy ahead . . . even 

honor and glory at Yeshuaôs appearing.ò 

 

1st Corinthians 15:52-53 ï ñIn a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet will 

sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on 

the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.ò 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 ï ñThen we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected 

dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

 

Throughout the Newer Covenant, we see an image of the meeting with Yeshua HaôMashiach (Jesus, The 

Messiah) upon resurrection as a blessed, joyful, wonderful event.  At the resurrection, we receive our immortal, 

incorruptible bodies in which we will spend eternity. 
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Conclusions 

The word Rapture, is indeed used in scripture.  But one has to do oneôs homework and trace its origins.  Greek 

to Latin to English!  The English word, rapture, simply comes from the Latin translation, rapiemur, of the Koiné 

Greek word, harpazǾ. 

 

Using this word does not make one an illiterate individual.  Just the opposite, for a literate person knows its 

origins.  Neither does using the word make a person out to be a heretic or a blasphemer. 

 

The Rapture for many will be like that of a child being yanked out of danger.  When The Rapture (rapiemur, 

rapturo, raptus, or harpazǾ) occurs, it may be that some of you will be simply caught up and some will have to 

be yanked out of here!  Which person will you be?  It is my prayer that you will accept Yeshua as your Lord and 

savior, and be one who goes willingly when he calls out: ñCome up here.ò 

 

Are you looking forward to The Resurrection / Rapture with joy, with a living hope, and overwhelming 

gladness?  Or are you simply expecting to be taken up with nary a whimper, leaving your clothes behind in a 

crumpled heap?  Not much fun in that, is there! 

 

Letôs continue our journey and find out if The Rapture is a quiet, barely noticed affair, or if, as I contend, The 

Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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At Mount Sinai With Moses 
Did you know that the noisy, joyous gathering at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19) is a picture, pattern, or type of the 

taking of the bride and the coming rapture celebration? 

 

At every Jewish wedding there are several items that are part of that ceremony: a place of cleansing (mikveh), a 

place of covering or a canopy (chuppah),  a written marriage agreement (ketubah), and a visible, tangible 

expression of the love (ôth).  We find all four items at Mount Sinai: 

 

1. A Mikveh [H4723] - Yahweh commands the people to cleanse themselves and make themselves ready for the 

marriage (Exodus 19:10-14). 

 

2. A Chuppah [H2646] - not only does Yahweh cover the entire mountain with a cloud, but the Hebrew scripture 

can literally be translated ñthey stood under the mountainò (Exodus 19:17). 

 

3. A Ketubah [from kathab H3791] - the two copies of the Ten Commandments; one copy for the husband, one 

for the wife.  Yahweh trusted his Bride so fully that both copies were given to Moses for her to hold and to keep 

(Exodus 20:1-17). 

 

4. An Ôth [H226]- Yahweh institutes the Sabbath as a weekly sign (ôth) that he and his Bride belong to each 

other and are to enjoy each otherôs presence (Exodus 20:1-17, Exodus 31:16-17). 

Are the Ten Commandments just a list of doôs and donôts?  A list of rules to follow?  Yes, they are all of that, but 

are also much more.  Now, take a look at the first four commandments in light of a wedding ceremony.  Each 

commandment is also an expectation of the behavior that describes a personôs behavior once they are married.  

My interpretation of these ócommandsô as wedding vows is below: 

 

Commandment One: Yahweh has just vanquished all of the Egyptian gods, whom he calls óother loversô, then 

brings the Hebrews out to Mount Sinai, and says in effect: ñRemember what Iôve done for you.  Put me first.  

Have no other lovers (gods) before me, for I have taken you to be my bride.ò 

 

Commandment Two: Yahweh then says in effect: ñNow that Iôm your number one lover, donôt dwell on your 

former lovers.  In fact, donôt make statues of them, donôt keep paintings of them on your walls, donôt listen to 

them, donôt even talk about them!ò 
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Commandment Three: Yahweh then says in effect: ñWhen you take my name as your name, donôt do it lightly 

or in vain.ò  Marriage was never done lightly, frivolously, or in vain - from the acceptance of the betrothal, the 

bridegroom and bride-to-be were considered married, and all the covenants, privileges, and duties of a fully 

married couple applied. 

 

Commandment Four: Yahweh then says in effect: ñSpend quality time with me.  Letôs meet together every 

Sabbath and get to know each other more intimately.ò  Now consider these parallels between the Exodus 19 

passage and Paulôs writings in the Newer Covenants a parallel, pattern, picture, or type of The Rapture. (See the 

Comparison Chart on below) 

 

In Exodus: 

ð Yahweh (Élôhîym / God) comes down from Heaven in a cloud and his voice is heard, sounding like thunder. 

ð The people were consecrated then gathered together as a people holy to Yahweh (the LORD). 

ð They were only allowed to go up to the mountain when a ramôs horn (shofar) sounded a long blast. 

 

Now read 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 ï ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven, with a loud shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of Yahweh, and the dead in Yeshua will rise first.  Then we who 

are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet 

Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

These two passages are but a tiny sample of the scriptures that speak of The Rapture.  I firmly believe in The 

Rapture and suspect itôs not far off. I hope your studies of scripture will satisfy you that The Rapture is real as 

well. 
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The Gathering Together In The Great Assembly 

1 Kings 8:65 ï ñSolomon held the festival at that time, and all Israel with him, a great assemblyò 

Psalm 22:25 ï ñFrom Yahweh comes my praise in the great assembly.ò 

Psalm 35:18 ï ñThen I will thank Yahweh in front of the great assembly.  I will praise you before all the 

people.ò 

Psalm 40:10 ï ñI have not kept the good news of Yahwehôs justice hidden in my heart; I have talked about your 

faithfulness and saving power. I have told everyone in the great assembly.ò 

 

Older Covenant scripture speaks to us about ñgathering togetherò [qesheth shakak H7198 - H7918] as the ñgreat 

assemblyò [rab qahal H7228 -H6951] in many different places. 

 

According to Nehemiah and Ezra, all of the people would gather at the Temple Mount for a great assembly, at 

which time they would celebrate the appointed feasts, read the Torah Scroll and also any letters received  from 

the King in Babylon which were given to the Governor by the High Priest, the Kohen HaôG©d¹l [H3548 - 

H1419]. 

 

ð Zephaniah 2:1-2 warns us to gather ourselves together, yes, gather, before the decree (time of wrath) takes 

effect. 

ð Deuteronomy 32:21 tells us that an undesirable nation (the Church) will be raised up to provoke Israel to 

jealousy. 

ð Daniel 9:27 tells us that this undesirable nation is to be gathered together before the Day of Yahwehôs wrath. 

 

Newer Covenant Parallels 

Hebrews 12:22-24 ï ñBut you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of Élôhîym, the Heavenly Yerushalayim, 

and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in Heaven, and 

to Yahweh, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Yeshua, the mediator of a 

new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.ò 

 

ð We are to attend the ñgeneral assemblyò; to assemble all together. 

Ephesians 1:10 ï ñHis goal was to carry out his plan, when the right time came, that all things in Heaven and 

on Earth would be gathered together in Yeshua as the head.ò 

ð We are ñgathered together in Yeshuaò; all together with Yeshua as our head, our King, our Lord. 

 



 

40 

2 Thessalonians 2:1 ï ñNow we request you, brothers and sisters, with regard to the coming of our Lord Yeshua 

HaôMashiach and our gathering together to him.ò 

ð We are ñgathering together to him.ò; a complete collecting of all who call Yeshua Lord. 

 

Hebrews 10:25 ï ñYou should not stay away from the gathering meetings, as some are doing, but you should 

gather together and encourage each other, even more so as you see the day of Yahwehôs wrath approaching.ò 

ð We ñgather togetherò; for encouragement as the Day of Wrath approaches.  

 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 ï ñThen we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected 

dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

ð We are ñcaught upò; seized or plucked up by Yeshua to be with him forever. 

 

In Revelation 4 & 5, the saints gather together with the angels in a great assembly at the crystal sea of glass, or 

the platform where Yahwehôs throne is.  In Revelation 5:5-7 Yeshua enters the platform at the Temple and opens 

the Seven Sealed Scroll, a parallel image to the letters received from the King by the Kohen HaôG©d¹l (High 

Priest) in the Nehemiah and Ezra passages. 

 

Two more Newer Covenant gathering images: 

ð The undesirable nation is gathered before the day of wrath, mirror images to the scripture in Daniel Chapter 

9:27 and Deuteronomy 32:21 (Matthew 21:43, 1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 12:14). 

ð These three scriptures speak about his return to gather us together (John 14:1-3, John 5:28-29, John 6:39-40). 

 

Either way, it is just as simple to say we are ñgoing to be raptured!ò as to declare we are gathered together. 
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The Great Escape 

Zephaniah 2:1-2 - ñGather together before the Day of Yahwehôs wrath comes upon you.ò 

 

Those who hope in The Rapture are often attacked for looking for the great escape, for the hiding away from 

calamity.  This, some say, is pure fantasy.  But the scriptures say that this hope is no fantasy at all, but reality - 

those who are called up in the Rapture will be hidden away, concealed in the secret places during the time of 

Yahwehôs wrath. 

 

The Hebrew words often translated saved or delivered are malat [H4422] and especially natsal [H5337] which 

means to escape, to slip away; causatively to release or rescue; specifically to deliver, escape, lay, leap out, let 

alone, let go, preserve, save.  In the Greek, it is often the word ekpheugǾ [G1628], or the word sǾtǛria [G4991]. 

 

Numerous examples are noted in scripture of righteous people being delivered from calamity or destruction 

while the unrighteous or evil are punished: 

ð  Noah is delivered from/through the flood (Genesis 6) 

ð  Lot is rescued from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:25-19:29) 

ð Rahab is rescued by the Hebrews when Jericho is overthrown (Joshua 6:22-23, Hebrews 11:31); whereas the 

unrighteous are kept under punishment for the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9). 

 

We know that the time of Yahwehôs wrath is also known as the Great Tribulation (Revelation 2:22, 7:14).  It is 

also called the time of Jacobôs trouble in Jeremiah 30:7, and a time of great earthly and heavenly changes in 

Isaiah 13:13. Yeshua warns about these things in Matthew 24. Daniel 9:27 identifies this time as one week, or 

one shabua [H7620], in other words, a period of seven years. Revelation 11:2 and 13:5 each talk about a period 

of 42 months, for a total of seven years. The shabua comprises both the time of the ñWrath of the Lambò and the 

ñWrath of Godò. 

 

Isaiah 26:20-21 ï ñMy people, go into your rooms and shut your doors behind you. Hide in your rooms for a 

short time until Yahweh's anger is finished. Look! Yahweh is coming out of his heavenly home to punish those on 

Earth for their sin.ò 

What scripture teaches absolutely in Isaiah Chapter 26 is that when the dead are raised, the righteous people 

will be hidden in a chamber (behind closed doors) during the time of wrath (time of indignation) until it has 

passed. 
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John 14:3 ï ñAfter I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to myself, so that you may 

be there where I am.ò 

Since Yeshua is in Heaven during the time of wrath, so also will the righteous be in Heaven with him.  The 

righteous have been raptured prior to the time of wrath, prior to the Tribulation period.  

 

We find these images in the Older Covenant: 

ð Noah escaped the flood (Genesis 6). 

 

ð Lot escaped the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:25-19:29) 

 

ð The Hebrews escaped from death (Exodus 12:23) 

 

ð Rahab escaped death when Jericho was overthrown (Joshua 6:22-23) 

 

ð There are those who will escape the abomination of desolation (tribulation) period by heading to or living in 

what today we call the nation of Jordan.  The people of Edom, Moab, and Ammon are spared (Daniel 11:30-

41) 

 

ð The righteous will escape the famines and death that will be brought against a land that sins against Yahweh 

(Ezekiel14:13-14) 

 

Joshua 6:22-23 is confirmed in the Newer Covenant: 

ð Rahab did not perish along with those who were disobedient when Jericho was destroyed (Hebrews 11:31) 

 

Daniel 11:30-41 is mirrored in the Newer Covenant as well: 

ð All are to flee to the mountains when the abomination that causes desolation is seen in Yerushalayim 

(Matthew 24:15-16).  This scripture is also mirrored in Mark 13:14 and Luke 20:20-21. 

 



 

43 

The Closed Doors, Hidings, Or Concealments 

 

Saved From / Kept From 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 ï ñYahweh did not appoint us to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation through our Lord 

Yeshua HaôMashiach.ò 

Revelation 3:10 ï ñYahweh will keep the Bride of Yeshua from the hour of testing that will come upon all the 

Earth.ò 

 

Gathered Together (Caught Up) and Hidden 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ï ñThen we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected 

dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

 

Likewise, the image of being hidden behind closed doors for the righteous during Yahwehôs wrath is a reality 

clearly stated in scripture: 

ð The humble of the Earth will be hidden in the day of Yahwehôs (the LORDôs) anger (Zephaniah 2:1-2). 

ð Job begs that Yahweh would hide him (in Sheol), that Yahweh would conceal Him until his wrath returns to 

himself, that Yahweh would set a limit for him and remember him (Job 14:13). 

ð In the day of trouble we will be concealed in Yahwehôs tabernacle, in the secret place of his tent, lifted up on 

a rockò (Psalm 27:5). 

ðï Yahweh has vanquished his foes.  His beloved is arraigned in festal clothing and has entered her chamber  

(Psalm 45). 

ð When the godly succeed, everyone is glad. When the wicked take charge, people go into hiding  (Proverbs 

28:12). 

ð Yahweh tells his people to go into their rooms and shut the doors.  His people are to hide in their rooms for a 

short time until Yahwehôs anger is finished  (Isaiah 26:20). 

ð Everyone who calls on the name of Yeshua will be saved. In both Mount Zion and Yerushalayim there will 

be those who escape.  Among the survivors will be those whom Yahweh calls (Joel 2:32). 

 

Yahwehôs beloved is arraigned in festal clothing and has entered her chamber (Psalm 45:12-14); Yahwehôs 

people hide in their rooms for a short time until his anger is finished (Isaiah 26:20); Yahwehôs people are 

concealed in his tabernacle, in the secret place (Psalm 27:5); those who are ready go with him into the wedding 

feast; and the door is shut (Matthew 25:1-13). 
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My favorite is in the Song of Songs: 

Song of Songs 2:10-14 ï ñMy beloved speaks and says to me: óArise, my love, my beautiful one, and come 

away,  for behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone.  The flowers appear on the Earth, the time of 

singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.  The fig tree ripens its figs, and the vines 

are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.  Hide in the clefts of 

the rock, in the secret places of the cliff!ô.ò   

 

Once the Bride is gone, others want her back, but she is taken by her bridegroom (Songs 6:12). 

 

Gone And Not To Be Found 

Song of Songs 2:10-14 ï ñMy beloved spoke, and said to me: óRise up, my love, my fair one, and come 

awayô. . . . My beloved is like a dove hiding in the clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the cliff . . .ò 

 

Read verses 2:10-14, and then note that her beloved has taken her away and she is hidden in the secret places.  

The words ñsecret placesò comes from the Hebrew word s©thar [H5641] which means to be concealed, hidden, 

absent in a secret place. 

 

Song of Songs 6:12 ï ñBefore I was even aware, I was suddenly riding in the royal chariot with my beloved 

prince . . .ò 

 

Read verse 6:12, and then compare it to Paulôs statements that we will be changed in an instant (1 Corinthians 

15:51-52). Now note the parallel of suddenly riding in her belovedôs chariot with the gathering up in the clouds 

to meet Yeshua, our beloved prince and bridegroom (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 

 

Song of Songs 6:13 ï ñReturn, return, O maid of Shulam!  Return, return, that we may look upon you . . .ò 

 

Read verse 6:13, and then note that once the maid of Shulam is gone, others want her back! The Older Covenant 

maid represents the Newer Covenant Bride of Yeshua!  The maid is taken by her bridegroom, a representation 

of Yeshua, into his chariot - a direct Older Covenant parallel with the Newer Covenant rapture. 

 

Newer Covenant Parallels 

ð Those who have died will be raised to live forever, and we will all be changed in an instant (1 Corinthians 

15:51-52) 
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ð We are gathered up in the clouds to meet Yeshua and will be with him forever (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 

ð Those who are ready go in with him to the wedding feast; and the door is shut (Matthew 25:1-13) 

ð Yahweh and Yeshua will keep the Church from the hour of testing that will come upon all the Earth 

(Revelation 3:10) 

 

Conclusion 

Psalm 27:5 - ñIn the time of trouble he will hide me in his tabernacle: in the secret place of his tent.ò 

Scripture is very clear that the Bride of Yeshua will be taken away before the wrath of Yahweh is poured out and 

will be hidden in the secret places - the door will be shut and no one else can enter. 

This taking away may happen in an instant - so fast that it may happen before she will be even be aware.  She 

will be looked for, but cannot be found.  When Yeshua calls his Bride to ñCome up hereò there will be no delay. 

 

These images are a perfect representation of the Rapture Concealment, which will take place before the 

Tribulation period, exactly as portrayed by the above scriptures. 
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The Righteous Are Spared 

1 Thessalonians 5:9 ï ñYahweh did not appoint us to suffer wrath, but to receive salvation through our Lord 

Yeshua HaôMashiach.ò 

 

Scripture tells us that the righteous are not condemned to wrath, but are spared, whereas the unrighteous are 

punished. It tells us that ñas it was in the days of Noah and Lot, so it will be in the day when Yeshua returns.ò 

 

So, how was it in the days of Noah and Lot? 

ð  Noah escaped the flood (Hebrews 11:7) 

ð Lot escaped the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimstone (Genesis 18:25-19:29) 

 

And in other days? 

ð The Hebrews escaped from death (Exodus 12:23) 

ð  Rahab escaped death when Jericho was overthrown (Hebrews 11:31) 

ð The Godly are saved (2 Peter 2:9) 

ð There are those who will escape during the period of tribulation by heading to or living in Jordan (Luke 

21:21 and Daniel 11:41) 

ð The righteous will escape the famines and death that will be brought against a land that sins against Yahweh 

(Ezekiel 14:13-14) 

ð There are 144,000 that escape the Antichrist (Revelation 7:3) 

 

The Book of Matthew is a study in Separation of the Righteous and the Unrighteous: 

ð The good fish and bad fish are separated from the net 

ð The wheat is separated from the tares at the harvest 

ð The five wise and five foolish bridesmaids are separated at the door 

ð Those with wedding garments are separated from those who have none 

ð The sheep are separated from the goats 

ð The profitable servants are separated from the unprofitable servants 

ð One worker is taken, the other left 

 

The Book of Luke 

ð Even Luke states that one sleeper in bed is taken, the other left 
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And the ungodly or unrighteous? 

ð The unrighteous are kept under punishment for the day of Yahwehôs judgment (2 Peter 2:9) 

 

Raptured Folks Are Not On Earth During The Tribulation  

ð The tribulation is a time to bring forth a remnant from within Israel not from within the Church or the Bride 

of Yeshua (Isaiah 1:9) 

ð The tribulation is a time to destroy sinners from the Earth (Isaiah 13:9) 

ð The tribulation is a time of Jacobôs trouble, not a time of judging the Church (Jeremiah 30:7) 

ð Yahweh reserves his wrath for his enemies (Nahum 1& 2) 

ð We are gathered together before the decree takes effect and the Day of Wrath is unleashed (Zephaniah 1:14-

2:2) 

 

Scripture is replete with references to the coming period of tribulation and the protection of the righteous 

during that time. 

 

One can say that the righteous are gathered together. 

 

One can say that the righteous escape the wrath to come. 

 

One can say that the righteous are in their rooms and the door is shut. 

 

One can say that the righteous are hidden away in secret places. 

 

One can say that the righteous are kept separate from the unrighteous. 

 

One can say that the righteous are caught up. 

 

 

No matter how you say it, it is just as simple to say: 

The righteous ñare going to be raptured!ò 

 

 

Need I say more . . . . . .  ? 
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Conclusions 

The Older Covenant has many scriptures that point to The Rapture as a time of escape from Yahwehôs wrath and 

a time of being hidden away. 

 

Using the word Rapture does not make one an illiterate individual.  Just the opposite, for a literate person knows 

its origins.  But one has to do oneôs homework and trace its origins.  Greek to Latin to English!  The English 

word, rapture, simply comes from the Latin translation, rapiemur, of the Koin® Greek word, harpazǾ.  Neither 

does using the word make a person out to be a heretic or a blasphemer. 

 

The Rapture for many will be like that of a child being yanked out of danger.  When The Rapture (rapiemur, 

rapturo, raptus, or harpazǾ) occurs, it may be that some of you will be simply caught up and some will have to 

be yanked out of here!  Which person will you be?  It is my prayer that you will accept Yeshua as your Lord and 

savior, and be one who goes willingly when he calls out: ñCome up here.ò 

 

Are you looking forward to The Resurrection / Rapture with joy, with a living hope, and overwhelming 

gladness?  Or are you simply expecting to be taken up with nary a whimper, leaving your clothes behind in a 

crumpled heap?  Not much fun in that, is there! 

 

Letôs continue our journey and find out if The Rapture is a quiet, barely noticed affair, or if, as I contend, The 

Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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The First Interlude 

A Party Like No Other  

Wedding ceremonies, the taking of the bride, and the coming rapture.  Sounds like a lot of fun and a joyous 

celebration or two to me.  One might say, sounds like a party! 

 

Festivals, gatherings to give thanks and praise, reading of the good news, being in Yeshuaôs presence.  All these 

gathering together occasions sound like joyous occasions to me. 

 

We escape floods, famine, walls falling down, the tribulation.  All these ógreat escapeô occasions sound like 

joyous occasions to me. 

 

We are kept from the wrath about to engulf the Earth. We are invited to a wedding and hidden away when the 

door is shut. We are given festal clothing.  All these escapes, hiding, and concealment occasions sound like 

joyous occasions to me. 

 

Not having to experience Yahweh and Yeshuaôs wrath and to be gathered together with Yahweh, Yeshua, the 

Ruach HaôKodesh, and all who have placed their trust in Yeshua as their Lord and Savior prior to the tribulation 

sounds like a joyous, heartwarming, glorious occasion to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it sound like to you? 
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Rapture or Translation Patterns 

 

Are there any images of raptures or translations of individuals in the Older Covenant? Letôs see. In the Older 

Covenant we have the following pictures or patterns: Two men disappeared while others watched.  Two man 

were hidden away and everyone else died.  One man died and was buried, but nobody knew where.  These I 

believe are prophetic patterns of The Rapture as described in the Newer Covenant. 

 

Enoch 

Genesis 5:22-24 ï ñEnoch walked with Yahweh after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and 

daughters.  Therefore all the days of Enoch were 365 years.  Enoch walked with Yahweh, and he was not, for 

Yahweh took him.ò 

Enoch walked with Yahweh 300 more years after Methuselah was born, then was taken to Heaven. Enochôs 

translation or departure was witnessed by others as it happened. Enoch represents those who are translated in 

the twinkling of an eye and then caught up alive in The Rapture. 

 

Newer Covenant Parallel 

Hebrews 11:15 ï ñBy faith Enoch was taken up so that he did not see death, and he was not found, because 

Yahweh had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased Yahweh.ò 

Jude tells us that Enoch was the seventh generation from Adam.  Similarly, we are in the seventh millennium 

from Adam, so we can know the season, but not the day and hour. 

 

Elijah  

2 Kings 2:11 ï ñAs they were walking and talking, a chariot and horses of fire appeared and separated Elijah 

from Elisha. Then Elijah went up to Heaven in a whirlwind.  Elisha saw it and shouted, óMy father! My father! I 

see the chariots and charioteers of Israel!ô .ò 

Twice, scripture tells us that the day of Elijahôs departure, translation, or rapture, was known to the sons of the 

prophets (2 Kings 2, verses 3 and 5). When Elijah was taken up, or raptured, Elisha, and undoubtedly one or 

both schools of prophets, watched him enter the chariot and ascend into Heaven. Elijah also represents those 

who are caught up alive in The Rapture. 
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Noah 

Genesis 7:1-10 ï ñNoah and his family entered the ark, and seven days later the rains began.ò 

When the flood came, Noah and his family were safely kept out of the flood on the ark.  Throughout his life 

prior to the flood Methuselah was alive. Seven days after his death, the flood began.  Noah represents those who 

are saved from death during the tribulation period, and those who died represent the unbelievers who perish. 

 

Lot  

Luke 17:26-29  ï ñIt will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed as it was in the days of 

Noah and Lot.ò 

Lot is removed to the town of Zoar, a place of safety while Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed.  Yeshua tells us 

that the rapture will occur at or just before a time when life will be as it was in the days of Noah and Lot. 

 

Newer Covenant Parallel 

Acts 1:9-11 ï ñAfter Yeshua had said these things, he was lifted up while they were looking on, a cloud received 

him out of their sight, and while they looked unwaveringly toward heaven as Yeshua went up, two men stood by 

them in white apparel who said, óWhy are you gentlemen gazing up into heaven? This Yeshua, who has been 

taken up from you into Heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched him go into Heaven.ò 

This ascension, or rapture, was so fascinating to those watching that two ñmenò had to interrupt them and 

basically tell them to get on with their lives until Yeshua returned!  Again, like Enoch and Elijah, Yeshua was 

witnessed as he rose, and represents those who are raptured before a time of tribulation. 

 

Moses 

Deuteronomy 34:5-6 ï ñMoses was buried by Yahweh and no man knows where his grave is today.ò 

Moses represents those who have died in Yeshua, but whose bodies canôt be found - perhaps those buried at sea, 

or the missing in action in a war. 

 

Newer Covenant Parallel 

According to the Gospels, we know that Moses and Elijah are now alive as they were seen by Peter and others 

talking to Yeshua.  Another Newer Covenant picture is found in Matthew 27:52-53 ï the saints who slept (had 

died) who were seen walking the streets; raised from the dead and bodies were missing. 
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The Rapture People 

 

Scripture has a lot to say about the people who have been raptured.  There are two types of Rapture: 1) In The 

Body, and 2) In The Spirit. 

 

People Raptured In The Body 

In every case those who have been raptured In the Body have several things in common: 

Å The person being raptured knows he will be.  Enoch had a full year of advance notice (Enoch 81:5-6).  Elijah 

and two schools of prophets knew the day of his departure (2 Kings 2:3-5).  Moses and Elijah spoke to Yeshua 

about his departure prior to his going to Yerushalayim to be crucified (Luke 9:30-31). 

Å Horses are always present and often Chariots of Fire. Enoch was raptured into Heaven with both horses and 

chariots of fire (Jasher 3:36).  Elijah was also raptured into Heaven with both horses and chariots of fire (2 

Kings 2:11).  Yeshua rose riding upon his white horse (Acts 1:10-11 and Revelation 19:11), but there is no 

mention of a chariot of fire. 

Å Other people are present who see them being raptured.  Enoch was in the presence of his children and the 

Kingôs men when he was raptured (Enoch 81:5-6 and Jasher 3:34).  Elijah was in the presence of Elisha and 

perhaps  fifty or more of the sons of the prophets when he was raptured (2 Kings 2:7).  Yeshua was in the 

presence of the apostles, and perhaps others when he was raptured (Acts 1:10-11). 

Å Whirlwinds are often present.  Both Enoch and Elijah went up to Heaven in a whirlwind.  Scripture, however, 

gives no indication if a whirlwind was present at Yeshuaôs rapture. 

 

In other words, Enoch, Elijah, and Yeshua were all raptured In the Body by horses to Heaven and into Yahwehôs 

presence, while others watched. 

 

People Raptured In The Spirit 

Older Covenant Examples 

Many of the Older Covenant prophets saw visions of Yahweh and the Heavenly Throne Room. Micaiah the son 

of Imlah saw Yahweh ñsitting on his throne, and all the host of Heaven standing by himò (1 Kings 22:19 and 2 

Chronicles 18:18). 

 

Isaiah saw Yahweh ñsitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the templeò (Isaiah 6:1). 
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Ezekiel saw visions of Yahweh in his throne room (Ezekiel 1:1, 1:26, and 10:1-4).  Daniel also saw Yahweh 

upon his throne (Daniel 7:9-10). 

 

Newer Covenant Examples 

Revelation 4:2 ï ñImmediately I was in the Spirit. Behold, there was a throne set in Heaven, and one sitting on 

the throne.ò 

There are two people of the Newer Covenant who also saw visions of Yahweh and the Heavenly Throne Room.  

Most know that the Apostle John was taken to Heaven, and scripture clearly tells us that he was raptured In the 

Spirit. 

 

Most also know that the disciple Stephen saw Heaven open and Yeshua standing at the right hand of Yahweh 

(Acts 7:55-56).  Again, no bodily rapture, just a rapture In the Spirit. 

 

A Third Newer Covenant Example 

2 Corinthians 12:2 ï ñI know a man in Yeshua who fourteen years agoðwhether in the body I do not know, or 

out of the body I do not know, Yahweh knowsðsuch a man was caught up to the third heaven.ò 

 

But what about Paulôs claim that he knows not what type of rapture he experienced?  Was he raptured In the 

Body or In the Spirit?  Scripture indicates no advance notice.  Scripture indicates no presence of horses or 

chariots of fire. Scripture indicates no presence of witnesses.  Therefore, it is safe to declare that Paul, like 

many, was only raptured In the Spirit, not In the Body. 

 

In other words, many Older Covenant prophets and three Newer Covenant disciples or apostles were raptured In 

the Spirit to Heaven and into Yahwehôs presence.  They did not experience a rapture In The Body. 

 

Conclusion 

Enoch was the first to be raptured In the Body, and that event set the pattern for all future bodily raptures in 

scripture ï all involve advance notice, horses, and witnesses.  Several involve whirlwinds and chariots, but not 

all. 

 

Many have been raptured In the Spirit.  It is safe to declare that when there is no presence of horses or witnesses 

who see a bodily rapture then it is only a rapture In the Spirit. 
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The Rapture Horses 

Scripture is filled with narratives about horses and chariots, but few have ever realized that horses may play an 

integral part in The Rapture of the Bride of Yeshua.  Other books mentioned in the scriptures also speak of 

horses and their part in a personôs rapture.  Both scripture and the other books clearly show that each of the 

raptures were witnessed by others.  Letôs take a look at these raptures accompanied by horses: 

 

Enoch and The Flying Horse 

Genesis 5:24 ï ñEnoch walked with Yahweh; and he was not, for Yahweh took him.ò 

Enoch 81:5-6 ï ñTestify to all your children; and in the second year the seven holy ones will take you from their 

midst.ò 

Jasher 3:36 ï ñEnoch ascended into Heaven in a whirlwind with horses and chariots of fire.ò 

 

We know from Genesis 5:24 that Enoch was raptured (taken) by Yahweh.  We also know from the Book of 

Enoch 81:5-6 that Enoch was taken from amongst his children.  Jasher 3:27 tells us that the horse paced in the 

air, Jasher 3:34 tells us that some of the kingôs men remained with Enoch when he went to the place where he 

was to be raptured, and Jasher 3:36 tells us that Enoch was raptured in a whirlwind in the accompaniment of 

horses and chariots of fire!  Enochôs children and the kingôs men were witnesses to his rapture accompanied by 

horses of fire. 

 

 

 

Elijah and The Fiery Horses 

2 Kings 2:11 ï ñAs they were walking and talking, a chariot and horses of fire appeared and separated Elijah 

from Elisha. Then Elijah went up to Heaven in a whirlwind.ò 

 

When Elijah was raptured (taken up) in a whirlwind he ascended into Heaven in the accompaniment of horses 

of fire! After visiting two schools of prophets, Elisha followed Elijah across the Jordan and then watched him 

enter the chariot and ascend into Heaven.  Elisha was witness to this rapture accompanied by horses of fire.  

Perhaps so were the prophets. 

 

Yeshua and His White Horse 

Acts 1:10-11a ï ñWhile they looked unwaveringly toward heaven as Yeshua went up two men stood by them in 

white apparel who said, óWhy are you gentlemen gazing up into heaven?ò 
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Acts 1:11b ï ñYeshua will return in exactly the same way as you have watched him ascend into Heaven.ò 

 

When Yeshua was raptured, he rode a white horse.  Proverbs 21:31 tells us that ñThe horse is prepared for the 

day of battle, but victory belongs to Yahweh.ò  Revelation 19:11 tells us that Yeshua returns on a white horse to 

judge and wage war, and Acts 1:11b tells us he ascended the same way. 

 

Therefore, there can be absolutely no doubt that Yeshua was raptured on the back of a horse - most likely the 

same white horse which will carry him back at his second coming.  The apostles were witnesses to his rapture 

accompanied by his white horse. 

 

The Bride of Yeshua and Her White Horses 

1 Thessalonians 4:17 ï ñThen we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected 

dead in Yeshua in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

Revelation 19:14 ï ñThe armies which are in Heaven followed Yeshua on white horses . . .ò 

 

Scripture tells us that there is an army of people that follows Yeshua, all of whom are riding on white horses, 

clothed in fine white, clean, and pure linen at his return.  Amongst these people are the previously raptured In 

The Body Bride of Yeshua.  Since the Bride meets Yeshua in the air, and returns in the air on white horses, it is 

safe to envision that when they are raptured they will be accompanied by horses, just as were Enoch, Elijah, and 

Yeshua.  No doubt the people who are the Bride of Yeshua will be watched, too, as they ascend on their white 

horses. 

 

Conclusion 

Enoch was the first to be raptured, and that event set the pattern for all future raptures in scripture - all involve 

horses.  Enoch was raptured in a whirlwind in the accompaniment of chariots and horses of fire. Elijah was the 

second to be raptured in a whirlwind in the accompaniment of chariots and horses of fire.  Yeshua was raptured 

by a white horse.  No doubt the Bride of Yeshua will be raptured by white horses as well.  Enoch, Elijah, and 

Yeshua were witnessed as they were raptured.  No doubt so will be the Bride.  How exciting - I sincerely hope 

and pray that you are ready to meet your white horse and be raptured to be forever with Yahweh, Yeshua, and 

the Ruach HaôKodesh - I am! 
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The Rapture Church 

 

The Book of Revelation gives a clear picture of events to come, their sequence, and whether or not the Church 

is in Heaven during this period of time. 

 

The Sequence of Events 

Revelation 1:19 ï ñWrite the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will 

happen hereafter . . .ò 

 

Chapter 1:1-19 ï What John has seen: 

John sees Yeshua glorified in Heaven.  He is the alpha-omega, the aleph-tav, the First and the Last, the 

Almighty, the one who stands in the midst of the seven lampstands and who holds the seven stars. 

 

Chapters 1:20 to 3:22 ï What John sees that are currently present: 

Johns also sees the current situation which spans the time between Shavuot (Pentecost) and The Rapture.  There 

are nineteen mentions of the Church in the first three chapters, and numerous mentions of what the Spirit has to 

say to the Churches, so the Church is clearly present during this time period.  Chapter three ends with the 

Church on Earth. 

 

Chapters 4 thru 22  ï What John sees are the things that will take place thereafter: 

Revelation 4:1 ï ñCome up here, and I will show you the things which must happen after this.ò 

Chapter four begins with the Church in Heaven, and John now sees what happens after the door in Heaven is 

opened.  From this point on, until chapter nineteen, there is not one single mention of the Church on Earth. 

 

The Spirit Is Transferred  

2 Thessalonians 2:7 ï ñAlready the mystery of separating from Torah is at work, but will only be minimal until 

he who restrains it is removed.ò 

Revelation 3:22 ï ñHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.ò 

Revelation 4:5 ï ñOut of the throne proceed flashes of lightning, sounds, and peals of thunder. There were 

seven lamps of fire burning before his throne, which are the seven Spirits of Yahweh.ò 

 

Just as there is no mention of the Church on Earth, neither is there any mention of the Spirit being on Earth ï 

only in Heaven. In Revelation chapters two and three the Spirit is said to be in the midst of the churches.  In 
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chapter four the Spirit is seen in front of the throne in Heaven.  The dwelling place of the Ruach HaôKodesh has 

changed from Earth to Heaven.  Since the Spirit indwells the believer, then the believer must also be in Heaven! 

 

The Parallels 

The Sounds 

Revelation 4:1 ï ñI looked, and behold, a door standing open in Heaven, and the first voice which I had heard, 

like the sound of a trumpet speaking with me, said, óCome up hereô.ò 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ï ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 

archangel, and with the trumpet call of Yahweh, and the dead in Yeshua will rise first. Then we who are alive 

and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected dead. . .ò 

 

Both Thessalonians and Revelation mention a voice, and a trumpet.  Both the voice and the trumpet are calling 

the Church to come up to Heaven! 

 

The Changes 

Revelation 4:1 ï ñImmediately I was in the Spirit . . .ò 

1 Corinthians 15:52 ï ñIn a moment . . . the dead will be raised imperishable, and will be changed.ò 

In both Corinthians and Revelation an immediate change takes place. John says he is no longer in the body, but 

in the spirit. Paul says we change from perishable to imperishable. 

 

The Church in Heaven 

The Open Door 

Revelation 4:1 ï ñI looked, and behold, a door standing open in Heaven.ò 

Revelation 19:11-14 ï ñI saw Heaven opened and beheld Yeshua sitting on a white horse . . . and his bride 

following him on white horses.ò 

The door into Heaven is open so that we can see, through Johnôs eyes, what is going to happen there.  Only once 

more will this door open, and that is to allow Yeshua and his Bride to return to the Earth at the final day of the 

tribulation.  In chapter four, the door opens and the Bride goes up.  In chapter nineteen, the door opens and the 

bridegroom and bride come back down!  The Believer, Bride, or Church, therefore, is in Heaven at this point in 

time. 
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The Crowns 

2 Timothy 4:8 ï ñThere is laid up for me the crown of righteousness which Yeshua will award to me on that 

day.ò 

James 1:12 ï ñThe blessed man will receive the crown of life which Yeshua has promised to those who love 

him.ò 

1 Peter 5:4  ï ñWhen Yeshua appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.ò 

Revelation 4:4 ï ñAround the throne I saw twenty-four elders with crowns on their heads.ò 

Revelation 4:10-11 ï ñThe twenty-four elders will cast their crowns before the throne, saying, óWorthy are you, 

Yeshua, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for you created all things, and because of 

your will they existed, and were createdô.ò 

 

Crowns are given as rewards for faithful service by Yeshua.  Once the door has been opened, we see twenty-

four elders around the throne wearing these crowns, and later casting them at Yeshuaôs feet.  Only those who 

belong to the Bride of Yeshua are given these crowns. The twenty-four elders, therefore, represent the whole 

Bride, the Church.  The Believer, Bride, or Church, therefore, is in Heaven at this point in time. 

 

The Clothing 

Revelation 3:5 ï ñHe who overcomes will be clothed in white clothing.ò 

Revelation 4:4 ï ñThe twenty-four elders were clothed in white.ò 

Revelation 19:14 ï ñThe armies of Heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and pure, were following Yeshua.ò 

 

The overcomer is clothed in white.  The twenty-four elders are clothed in white. The armies following Yeshua 

are clothed in white. The overcomers and the elders and the armies are the same people - the Bride of Yeshua.  

And who is the overcomer?  The overcomer is the one who is a child of Yahweh, the one who has accepted 

Yeshua as their Lord and Savior. The ones who have become the Bride of Yeshua ï the Church!  The Believer, 

Bride, or Church, therefore, is in Heaven at this point in time. 

 

The Praises 

Revelation 5:8-10 ï ñThe twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb and sang a new song.ò 

Revelation 5:8-10 ï ñYou have redeemed for Yahweh with your blood men from every tribe and tongue and 

people and nation.ò 

The elders sing a new song, verifying that the redeemed whom Yeshua has purchased are present and accounted 

for and are the kingdom of priests and kings of scripture.  Angels arenôt redeemed.  Unbelievers arenôt 
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redeemed.  Only those who accept Yeshua as their Lord and Savior. The redeemed are the Bride of Yeshua ï the 

Church!  The Believer, Bride, or Church, therefore, is in Heaven at this point in time. 

 

Conclusion 

Revelation 1:19 ï ñWrite the things which you have seen, and the things which are, and the things which will 

happen hereafter . . .ò 

 

The Bride of Yeshua, the Church, the Overcomer is clearly in Heaven during the period of time described as that 

which will happen hereafter. 

 

The door has opened, the Bride has been raptured, and the tribulation begins. 

 

The Bride has been raptured so that she does not have to suffer when Yahwehôs wrath is poured out. 

 

Only those who have rejected Yeshua as their Lord and Savior will suffer Yahwehôs wrath. 

 

The Believer, Bride, or Church, therefore, is in Heaven at this point in time. 
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The Rapture Patterns 

Psalm 104:19 ï ñHe made the moon for the seasons; The sun knows the place of its setting.ò 

Isaiah 45:18  ï ñYahweh formed the Earth and made it; he established it; he created it not a chaos . . .ò 

1 Corinthians 14:33-40  ï ñYahweh is not the author of disorder or chaos . . . therefore all things should be 

done decently and in order.ò 

 

All that Yahweh has made and ordained has a pattern.  The sun, moon, and stars follow the courses he has 

established.  The Earth orbits the sun.  The seed is planted, grows, and produces more seed.  Order, 

arrangement, and patterns are all part of Yahwehôs way of doing.  The patterns of rapture before tribulation is 

another pattern that can be clearly seen throughout scripture. 

 

 

Pattern One: Enoch 

Genesis 5:24  ï ñEnoch walked with Yahweh; and he was not, for Yahweh took him.ò 

Enoch represents the Bride of Yeshua who is raptured to Heaven to be with Yahweh before disaster strikes.  

Methuselah and Lamech represent those who continue to minister to the people before the time of disaster - the 

flood.  The people who perish in the flood represent those who refuse to listen to Yahwehôs warnings. Noah 

represents the remnant Jews who are protected during the time of the disaster, during the time of the Tribulation. 

 

 

The Pattern: 

Å  Removal/Departure: Enoch after witnessing for over 300 years is raptured out - taken from the Earth - 

removed from the coming disaster. 

Å  Revelation/Direction: Other individuals continue to minister to the people and warn of coming disaster. 

Å  Ruination/Destruction: The flood begins, but Noah is protected during the disaster period. 

 

Pattern Two: Elijah  

2 Kings 2:11  ï ñElijah went up by a whirlwind to Heaven.ò 

Elijah represents the Bride of Yeshua who is raptured to Heaven to be with Yahweh before disaster strikes.  

Elisha represents those who continue to minister to the people before the time of disaster - the time of judgment 

against Israel.  The people of both Northern Israel and Southern Judah who are forcibly removed represent those 

who refuse to listen to Yahwehôs warnings and who suffer or perish during the time of judgment.  The Jews who 

willingly traveled to Babylon represent the remnant who are protected during the time of the Tribulation. 
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The Pattern: 

Å  Removal/Departure: Elijah witnesses for years then is raptured out - taken from the Earth - removed from 

the coming disaster. 

Å  Revelation/Direction: Elisha and others continue to minister to the people and warn of coming disaster. 

Å  Ruination/Destruction: The destruction of both Northern Israel and Southern Judah begins, but many Jews 

are protected during the disaster period by traveling to Babylon. 

 

Pattern Three: The Moedim 

Numbers 10:1-ff   ï ñBlow the trumpets, gather together, and be saved from your enemies.ò (Synopsis) 

The moed of Yom Teruah represents the day of the resurrection of the righteous dead and the taking up of the 

living righteous, the day of hiding and concealment before the time of tribulation (The Rapture).  Many will 

perish or suffer in the tribulation period and represent those who refused to listen to Yahwehôs warnings before 

the rapture took place. Yom Kippurim represents the Tribulation period and time of protection for those who are 

willing to accept it. The people who escape to the mountains when the abomination of desolation is revealed 

represent the remnant who are protected during the remaining time of the Tribulation. 

 

The Pattern: 

Å Removal/Departure: Yom Teruah (the Feast of Trumpets) is the first moedim that is yet to be fulfilled. The 

dead are raised and the Bride of Yeshua is raptured (1 Corinthians 15:52, 1 & 2 Thessalonians) - removed from 

the coming disaster - the Day of Yahweh, Danielôs Seventieth Week, the Time Of Jacobôs Trouble, the seven 

years of tribulation. 

Å Revelation/Direction: The Two Witnesses (Revelation 2), the 144,000 Jewish evangelists (Revelation 7), and 

the angel in mid-heaven  (Revelation 8) all continue to minister to the people and warn of coming disaster. 

Å Ruination/Destruction: Yom Kippurim is the second moedim that is yet to be fulfilled.  The Great and 

Terrible day begins, but a remnant are protected during the remainder of the disaster period. 

 

Pattern Four: The Newer Covenant Scriptures 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 ï ñThe Day of Yahweh will not come unless the departure comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed.ò 

The actual Greek of the departure comes first is thus: 

hé apostasia erchomai prôtos. 

Prôtos [G4403] means the first in time or place in a succession of things or persons.  The literal English 

translation therefore correctly reads ñthe departure comes firstò. 
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2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 ï ñThe mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but the one now restraining will do so 

until he is out of the way, and then the lawless one will be revealed.ò 

 

The actual Greek of and then is thus: 

kai tóte. 

Tóte [G5119] denotes at a time in a consecutive series of events, as in óafter thatô. 

 

The Pattern: 

Å  Removal/Departure: The departure is first in the series of events.  The removal of the Ruach HaôKodesh, the 

one who restrains, takes place first. 

Å Revelation/Direction: The lawless one, or man of lawlessness, being revealed is the second in the series of 

events. 

Å  Ruination/Destruction: Lastly, the Day of Yahweh begins. 

 

Conclusion 

1 Thessalonians 5:4-9 ï ñBut you, fellow believer in Yeshua, are not in darkness, that the Day of Yahweh should 

overtake you as a thief . . . For Yahweh has not appointed you to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord 

Yeshua HaôMashiach.ò 

 

Yahweh is not a god of disorder and chaos, but a god of order and organization.  He establishes a pattern and in 

him there is no change (Psalm 55:19).  The rapture, or if you prefer, the removal, is always the first in the series 

of events that is displayed by the patterns. 

 

And just what does that little word, salvation [sǾtǛria G4991] mean?  It means deliverance from!  Not 

deliverance through, not deliverance in, but deliverance from!  There is NO hope in looking for the coming of 

Satan and his Antichrist.  There is NO hope looking for rape, robbery, ruin, and murder -- and that is what Satan 

and the lawless one brings.  Stop looking for this person.  Start looking instead for Yeshua who brings salvation, 

who brings deliverance from, or out of these things. 

 

Yahweh is consistent, orderly, unchanging, and the scriptures display a consistent pattern of rapture before 

tribulation - a pre-tribulation rapture.  Again, the pattern is removal, revelation, ruination. The pattern is 

departure, direction, destruction.  Noah, Elijah, the Bride of Yeshua are all raptured first.  A time of continued 

warning ensues, then the disaster strikes. 
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Other Rapture/Resurrection Images 

Noahôs Dove 

The dove is let loose three times from Noahôs Ark ï Genesis 8:8-12.  The first time the dove comes back with 

nothing in its beak.  The second time it comes back with an olive branch.  The third time it doesnôt come back at 

all, and we are told that the sea had dried up. 

 

The óseaô is often an illustration of the Gentiles and the óolive branchô a symbol of Israel.  The ódoveô is a 

symbol of the Ruach HaôKodesh, the Holy Spirit.  Could it be that the reason the dove is gone is because the 

Church has been raptured, and the restraining influence of the Ruach HaôKodesh has also been removed (2 

Thessalonians 3:6-7)? 

 

When did the dove disappear?  On the first day of the first month ï on Yom Teruah!  On the day of the 

resurrection of the righteous dead and the taking up of the living righteous!! 

 

The Dead Rise to New Life 

ð Isaiah 26:19-20 ï ñYour people have died, but they will live again; their bodies will rise from death . . . .the 

ground will give birth to the dead.  My people, go into your rooms and shut your doors behind you. Hide in your 

rooms for a short time until Yahwehôs anger is finished.ò 

 

ð Job 19:25-26 ï ñI know that my Redeemer lives, and at last he will stand upon the Earth; and after my skin 

has been thus destroyed, then from my flesh I will see Yeshua.ò 

 

ð Daniel 12:1-3 ï ñAt that time Michael will arise, the great prince who has charge of your people. There will 

be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time; but at that time your people 

will be delivered, every one whose name will be found written in the book. Many of those who sleep in the dust 

of the Earth will awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.  Those who are wise 

will shine like the brightness of the firmament; and those who turn many to righteousness, like the stars for ever 

and ever.ò 

 

Newer Covenant Parallel 

ð 1 Corinthians 15:53-54 ï ñThis corruptible body must put on incorruption, and this mortal body must put 

on immortality.  When this corruptible body will have put on incorruption, and this mortal body will have put on 

immortality, then will be brought to pass the saying that is written, óDeath is swallowed up in victoryô.ò 
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Clearly the dead rise to life again. 

 

Clearly the risen are kept from the time of wrath. 

 

Clearly the parallels, patterns, pictures, and types show that The Rapture takes place before the Tribulation. 

 



 

66 

Conclusions 

The Older Covenant has many scriptures that point to the rapture.  Some scriptures point to an individual 

rapture or rapture of a specific person.  Of those raptures, some are bodily raptures and others are raptures in the 

spirit. 

 

Bodily raptures have several common elements and all involve horses and all involve witnesses.  Other bodily 

raptures feature a whirlwind in the accompaniment of chariots and horses of fire. Yeshua was raptured by a 

white horse.  No doubt the Bride of Yeshua will be raptured by white horses as well, and may have many 

witnesses to this blessed event. 

 

The raptured Church is clearly seen in Heaven in the Revelation passages.  The sounds, the clothing, the 

crowns, and the twenty-four elders all point this out. 

 

The rapture parallels, pictures, and types show a distinct progression or pattern: removal, revelation, ruination.  

The pattern can also be described as: departure, depiction, destruction.  Noah, Elijah, the Bride of Yeshua are all 

raptured first.  A time of continued warning ensues, then the disaster strikes. 

 

Letôs continue our journey and find out if The Rapture is a quiet, barely noticed affair, or if, as I contend, The 

Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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Personal Advance Notices 

Will there be a personal óAdvance Noticeô on The Rapture for the Bride of Yeshua? Surely you jest.  Didnôt 

Yeshua say of that ñday and hour no one knowsò? Yeshua did, indeed, say that, but in other scriptures, a definite 

pattern showing óAdvance Noticeô of rapture-like events can be noticed. 

 

Enoch 

Enoch 81:6 ï ñOne year you will have with your son, Methuselah, until you give your last commands, teach 

and testify them to your children, and record these commands for them.  In the second year, you will be taken 

from amidst their presence.ò 

Enoch walked with Yahweh 300 more years after Methuselah was born, then was taken.  Did Enoch, perhaps, 

have óAdvance Noticeô of when he would be taken? Scripture doesnôt specifically tell us.  But the Book of 

Enoch does. Enoch had one full year of advance notice. 

 

Methuselah 

Scholars interpret Methuselahôs name to mean his death brings, specifically his death would bring the flood that 

would destroy the world.  This definitely sounds like óAdvance Noticeô. 

 

Noah 

Throughout his life prior to the flood Methuselah was alive. Seven days after his death, the flood began. Could 

his death be considered óAdvance Noticeô to Noah and those living at that time?  Certainly the shutting of the 

door to the ark seven days before the flood would have been óAdvance Noticeô to Noah and his family inside the 

ark!  

 

Lot  

Lot is removed to the town of Zoar, a place of safety while Sodom and Gomorrah are destroyed.  Could the 

angelôs warnings to him the eve before his departure to the mountain town of Zoar be considered óAdvance 

Noticeô?  I say they do indeed and Lot had only hours of advance notice. 

 

Elijah  

Twice, scripture tells us that the day of Elijahôs departure, or rapture, was known to the sons of the prophets (2 

Kings 2, verses 3 and 5).  This definitely sounds like óAdvance Noticeô. 
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Yeshua 

While Yeshua and his disciples were discussing the restoration of the kingdom, Yeshua was taken up into the 

clouds. In those days, there was no Facebook, Twitter, nor cell phone service! Is it possible that Yeshua knew 

when he would be taken up, and timed it so that his disciples would be there with him at the time? 

 

Perhaps Yeshua had some óAdvance Noticeô of this event. Scripture hints that this may be so.  Both Moses and 

Elijah spoke about his ñexodusò which he was to accomplish from Yerushalayim (Luke 9:30-31).  Traditionally, 

this exodus has been interpreted to mean his death. 

 

Luke 9:51 tells us: ñWhen the days were approaching for his ascension, he was determined to go to 

Yerushalayim.ò Perhaps this ascension [analǛmpsis G354] is the greater exodus being discussed. Again, this 

definitely sounds like óAdvance Noticeô. 
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Event Oriented Advance Notices 

Birth Pangs 

From the moment a woman conceives a nine month óAdvance Noticeô is given that she is going to have a baby. 

Some women go months and not even realize they are pregnant, and in rare cases, not even until the baby is 

coming out!!!  Some babies are born early without much warning, and in other cases are ñoverdueò. 

 

No matter when the actual day and hour of the birth, all know the ñseasonò. Yeshua links his next coming with 

birth pangs, and since the birth pangs appear to be increasing in both frequency and intensity, consider yourself, 

without doubt, to have been given óAdvance Noticeô that the event is imminent ð we are no longer in the initial 

phases! 

 

The Three Days 

Numerous times before a gathering together, the people are commanded to cleanse themselves and prepare for 

the gathering. Two notable instances of óAdvance Noticeô occur in Older Covenant Scripture. In Exodus 19, the 

gathering at the mountain is definitely a picture of The Rapture ï the parallels between this passage and 1 

Thessalonians 4:16-17 are quite clear. 

 

In Joshua, prior to the people being brought into the promised land, a picture of The Rapture when the Bride of 

Yeshua is taken in their promised land, Heaven, the people must first prepare for three days. Notice that after the 

preparation, the people follow the Ark of the Covenant at about 2000 cubits. 

We are now about 2000 years behind our ark, Yeshua, returning to his fatherôs side in Heaven!  Hosea 6:1-3 tells 

us that he will raise us up in the third day, and we will live in his sight. 

 

Yom Teruah 

Yom Teruah, also called The Feast of Trumpets, Rosh Hashanah, or the Feast of the New Moon, celebrates the 

Resurrection of the Righteous, Kingship of the Lord, and Marriage of the Lamb. 

 

Only when two witnesses see the edge of the moon, can the festival start. They had a two day period in which 

they knew it would happen, but not the exact day or time. Hence, the expression Yeshua used: ñYou do not know 

the day or the hour.ò 

 

The Wedding 

In a Jewish Wedding, after agreeing on the bride-price, the groom would then go back to his fatherôs home and 
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build an addition for himself and his bride, promising to return for his betrothed, but only after his father had 

given him permission to do so. 

 

Once the father gave permission, the friend of the groom would go to the brideôs home to announce that the 

groom was on his way to lift up his bride and carry her to the new home. In effect, the bride and her bridesmaids 

were given a very minimal óAdvance Noticeô that the wedding was about to begin. 
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Conclusions 

While some of the above examples may be stretching the idea of an óAdvance Noticeô a bit, a definite pattern 

showing advance notice of rapture-like events can be noticed and the possibility that an óAdvance Noticeô may 

be given.  Will it be a hundred year notice? Will it be a weekôs notice? Will it be a three day notice? Will it be 

just a few hours or minutes? Scripture doesnôt give us a definite answer to this question. 

 

However, the two final examples (Yom Teruah and The Wedding) were well known to Yeshuaôs Disciples, and 

when he said: ñYou do not know the day or the hourò they would have immediately thought of one or both and 

understood that he wasnôt saying they would be caught totally blind as to the timing, and would more than 

likely have some advance notice. 

 

Paul may very well be confirming this possibility in 1 Thessalonians 5:4  when he says: ñBut you, beloved, are 

not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief.ò 

 

Whether or not Yahweh chooses to give us an óAdvance Noticeô the patterns indicate that he might. Whether or 

not we get an advance notice matters not ï all who belong to Yeshua will be raptured. 

 

Letôs continue our journey and find out if The Rapture is a quiet, barely noticed affair, or if, as I contend, The 

Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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The Second Interlude 

A Party Like No Other  

 

Individuals, horses, chariots, whirlwinds, singing, shofars blowing, the Church in Heaven in the throne room of 

Yahweh. Riding horses into the clouds, often accompanied by fiery chariots, being in Yeshuaôs presence.   

 

All these remind me of heading out to a circus, or carnival, or big-top show and  sound like joyous events to me. 

 

One might say, it even sounds like a party! 

 

Whether in the body or in the spirit one always enters into the presence of Yahweh and the Heavenly Throne 

Room. 

 

All these rapture occasions sound like joyous occasions to me. 

 

We are given plenty of warnings and advance notices of these events.  The patterns are numerous and definitive.  

We are removed (depart) from the Earth.  Revelation and teaching (direction) continues through the two 

witnesses, the 144,000, and the angel in mid-heaven.  Then ruination (destruction), the great and terrible day of 

the Lamb and of God, ensues. 

 

We are given immortal bodies. We are given crowns. We are given white clothing. We sing new songs. 

 

All these events and happenings sound like joyous occasions to me. 

 

Not having to experience Yahweh and Yeshuaôs wrath and to be gathered together with Yahweh, Yeshua, the 

Ruach HaôKodesh, and all who have placed their trust in Yeshua as their Lord and Savior prior to the tribulation 

sounds like a joyous, heartwarming, glorious occasion to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

What does is sound like to you? 
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The  Apostasia 

Today we will look at another topic linked to the pre-tribulation rapture of the Bride of Yeshua ï that of the 

apostasia ï to see if this word has been correctly translated, or if it has been irresponsibly mistranslated. 

 

The Word Apostasia 

2 Thessalonians 2:3 ï ñThe tribulation will not come until The Departure comes first . . .ò 

 

The words translated ñthe departureò are the Greek words hé apostasia [he G3588 apostasia G646], meaning the 

departure.  The word h® simply means ñtheò.  The word Apostasia is made up of two words, apo and stasia. 

 Å  Apo [G575] means a motion away from a place or person, not from an ideology.  Is a state of separation, that 

is of distance ï either physical, of distance from a place, or temporal, of distance from a specific time. 

 

 Å  Stasia means a standing away, to draw out, or to separate.  It comes from the root word Stasis [G4714].  

Together they mean a standing away from, a drawing out from, a separation away from, or a going out from 

among.  This fits exactly with the images of the ñgreat escapeò and the ñgathering togetherò of scripture. 

 

The Latin Vulgate (ñne quis vos seducat ullo modo quoniam nisi venerit discessio.ò) uses the word ñdiscessioò 

which also means a withdrawal, a dispersal, a separation, or a departure. 

 

Apostasia is the feminine form of apostasion [G647], which is a derivative form of aphistǛmi [G868], all of 

which refer to a departure from someone or something.  In other words, a separation of distance, either physical 

or temporal ï never an apostasy, falling way, or rebellion from a doctrine, faith, or philosophy. 

 

AphistǛmi [G868] is translated ñdepartò or ñdepartedò 13 out of 16 times in the Newer Covenant scriptures, and 

as withdraw, drew away, or refrain from in the other scriptures.  Below are a couple of examples: 

Luke 2:37 ï ñAnna never departed the temple, serving night and day with fasting and prayer.ò 

Luke 13:27 ï ñAnd Yeshua will say, óDepart from me, all you evildoersô.ò 

Acts 12:10 ï  ñimmediately the angel departed from Peter.ò 

2 Corinthians 12:8 ï ñI implored Yeshua three times that the messenger of Satan might depart from me.ò 

 

Historical Translations 

Several translations of the Greek New Covenant scriptures into English prior to the King James Authorized 

version of 1611 translate hé apostasia as a departing first or as a departing comes first.  Those translations are: 
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 Å  The Tyndale Bible (1526 / 1534)   a departynge fyrst 

 Å  The Coverdale Bible (1539)   a departynge come firft 

 Å  The Cranmer Bible (1539)   a departynge fyrst 

 Å  The Geneva Bible (1557)    a departing first 

 

One newer translation that also translates apostasia as departure is the Hebrew Names Version (1997). 

The mistranslation of apostasia as apostasy, falling away, or rebellion only became customary when the King 

James translators used the English word apostasy for apostasia ï a completely irresponsible mistranslation that 

has been duplicated by way too many modern versions. 

 

The Sequence 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-3 ï ñWhen our Lord Yeshua returns, we will be gathered up to meet him, so donôt be easily 

upset or disturbed by people who claim that he has already come or that the Day of Yahweh has begun . . . and 

do not let anyone in any way deceive you, for the tribulation will not come until The Departure comes first, and 

then the revealing of the Man of Lawlessness, the Son of Perdition.ò 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-8 ï ñHe who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. And then the lawless 

one will be revealed.ò 

 

Paulôs second letter to the Thessalonians describes the sequence of events regarding the gathering together of 

those in Mashiach (Messiah) and confirms that the time for destruction had not yet happened ï the Day of 

Yahweh, the tribulation period, was still in the future.  Paul admonishes the Thessalonians not to be deceived, 

and then goes on to describe the future sequence of events. 

 

Note the parallel sequences in both verse three and then verses seven and eight of Second Thessalonians!  First, 

the Ruach HaôKodesh, who dwells within the Bride of Yeshua, must depart or be removed.  Then, the Man of 

Lawlessness, the Son of Perdition, or as he is commonly known, the Antichrist, is revealed.  First ï departure, 

second ï revealing. 

 

In no way does Paul indicate an apostasy, a falling way, or rebellion of faith or doctrine.  In context of the 

timing listed in Second Thessalonians, the apostasia is referring to the harpazǾ (the gathering together or 

departure) of the Bride of Yeshua as evidenced by earlier translations.  The Bride of Yeshua is gathered first, 

then secondly the Antichrist is revealed.  This agrees fully with Matthew 16:18 which states that the Church 

cannot be overcome by Satan or the all powers of Hell.  That the apostasia is the harpazǾ also agrees with First 
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Thessalonians in which Paul states that the Bride of Yeshua is to wait for Yeshua who ñwho rescues us from the 

coming wrathò (1 Thessalonians 1:10), and also with Paulôs statement that ñYahweh did not appoint us to suffer 

wrath, but to receive salvation through our Lord Yeshua HaôMashiachò (1 Thessalonians 5:9). 

 

Neither First nor Second Thessalonians deals with a falling away from scriptural or doctrinal principles. 

 

A Possible Apostasy (Speaking in English) 

Acts 21:21 ï ñThey have been told about you, that you are teaching all the Jews who are among the Gentiles to 

forsake Moses . . .ò 

 

The word apostasia (forsake) in this scripture could be interpreted to mean a falling away from the teachings of 

Moses,  pure exposition of scriptural or doctrinal principles, or to a falling away from the true church, if such 

was the context of the document being discussed.  However, it could also literally be translated to mean: ñJust 

turn your back on Moses himself, and walk away from him.ò 

Today we are seeing just such an abandonment or forsaking of scripture and sound doctrine, as well as a falling 

away from (or turning of the back on) the church and the churchôs teachings as the time of Yeshuaôs return 

draws near. 

 

Conclusion 

Understanding the precise context of the scriptures in which the word apostasia is used clearly determines 

which meaning is being expressed. 

 

The mistranslation of apostasia as apostasy, falling away, or rebellion only became accepted when a translator 

used the English word apostasy for apostasia ï a completely irresponsible mistranslation that has been 

duplicated by way too many modern versions, all of whom fail to understand the overall context of the passage. 

 

Paulôs first and second letters to the Thessalonians are both expressly dealing with the harpazǾ (The Departure 

or The Rapture) of the Bride of Yeshua prior to the revealing of the Antichrist and the tribulation period.   

 

Neither of Paulôs letters to the Thessalonians addressed the topic of a falling away from scriptural or doctrinal 

principles, or from the faith itself, which he deals with extensively in his letters to Timothy and others. 
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In A Twinkling or In A Time 

Poof! Weôre gone in an instant but our clothes, jewelry, and other worldly items simply fall to the ground. This 

ñin the twinkling of an eyeò image of The Rapture being instantaneous has been popularized by numerous 

books, including Tim LaHaye and Jerry Jenkinsô Left Behind series, and Joel C. Rosenbergôs Dead Heat. But, is 

scripture talking about an instantaneous rapture, or about an instantaneous change that must occur before we are 

raptured to stand in the presence of Yeshua?  I say, the latter is what scripture is saying. 

 

Gone In A Twinkling  

1 Corinthians 15:51-53 ï ñBehold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a 

moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal 

body must put on immortality.ò 

 

It is said that the average person blinks somewhere between 10,000 to 20,000 times a day.  In one of those 

blinks Yeshua could return and the people who have received him as their Lord and Savior could receive their 

immortal, incorruptible bodies!  That is an awesome thought.  And that change is instantaneous, in the twinkling 

of an eye! 

 

Romans 8:23 ï ñWe, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within, waiting eagerly for our 

adoption as sons and the redemption of our body.ò 

1 John 3:2 ï ñBeloved, now we are children of Yeshua, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know 

that when he appears, we will be like him.ò 

 

Before we can enter into Heaven itself, our mortal, corrupt bodies must be fully cleansed and renewed, taking 

on their immortal and incorruptible form.  Those who live by faith in Yeshua are called his spiritual children and 

will rise to meet Yeshua in the air clothed in immortal, incorruptible bodies. And that change is instantaneous, in 

the twinkling of an eye! 

 

1 Corinthians 15:41-44 ï ñThere is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of 

the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown a perishable body, 

it is raised an imperishable body; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised 

in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a 

spiritual body.ò 
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Matthew 13:43 ï ñThen the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their father.  He who has 

ears, let him hear.ò 

 

No longer will those raised from the dead or those still living be housed in a body that is earthly flesh and 

blood, but something far superior.  Their bodies will be like Yeshuaôs ï glorious, radiant, honorable, powerful, 

undying, spiritual.  And that change is instantaneous, in the twinkling of an eye! 

 

Luke 9:29 ï ñWhile he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his clothes became dazzling 

white.ò 

 

It is interesting to note that Yeshua first becomes transfigured before entering the cloud to speak to Moses and 

Elijah.  And that change appears to be instantaneous, in the twinkling of an eye! 

 

In each of these cases, it is only the change that appears to be instantaneous.  None of these passages necessarily 

indicate that the rapture, itself, is instantaneous, or that it even occurs at the same exact moment  (See pgs 106-

107 for more on this timing). 

 

Gone In A Time 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 ï ñWe say this to you by the word of Yahweh, that we who are alive and remain until 

the coming of Yeshua, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. Yeshua himself will descend from Heaven 

with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of Yahweh, and the dead in Mashiach will rise 

first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with the resurrected dead in Yeshua in the 

clouds to meet Yeshua in the air, and so we will always be with him.ò 

 

But what about The Rapture, itself? Is it also an instantaneous event? I think not. There are too many patterns of 

The Rapture in scripture that do not fit this image. 

 

The passage above reveals a definite sequence: 

Å  Yeshua descends in the clouds with a shout, loud voice, and a loud trumpet sounding (1 Thessalonians 4:16), 

Å  The dead are raised and given their immortal bodies (according to 1 Corinthians 15), 

Å  The living are also given their immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15), and  rise to meet them in the clouds (1 

Thessalonians 4:17), 

Å  The people are gathered together with Yeshua (1 Thessalonians 4:17). 
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Enoch 81:6 ï ñOne year you will have with your son, Methuselah, until you give your last commands, teach 

and testify them to your children, and record these commands for them. In the second year, you will be taken 

from amidst their presence.ò 

 

Enoch walked with Yahweh 300 more years after Methuselah was born, then was taken.  Notice that Enoch was 

in the midst of his family when he was taken! 

 

Exodus 19:10-11 ï ñYahweh said to Moses, óGo to the people and consecrate them today and tomorrow, and let 

them wash their garments;  and let them be ready for the third day, for on the third day I will come down on 

Mount Sinai in the sight of all the peopleô.ò 

 

Exodus 19:16 -20 ï ñSo it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and 

lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who 

were in the camp trembled.  And Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet God . . . Yahweh came down 

on Mount Sinai, to the top of the mountain; and he called Moses to the top of the mountain, and Moses went 

up.ò 

 

Exodus Chapter 19 is one of the most accurate patterns of the coming rapture. When Moses went up into the 

cloud, he was carefully watched by the Hebrews below until he entered into the cloud. 

 

Notice the sequence: 

Å  The people gather together to cleanse themselves, 

Å Yahweh descends in the clouds with thunder, lightning, and a loud trumpet sounding, 

Å  The people gather together to meet with Yahweh, 

Å  Moses rises to meet Yahweh in the clouds. 

 

2 Kings 2:11 ï ñAs they were walking and talking, a chariot and horses of fire appeared and separated Elijah 

from Elisha. Then Elijah went up to Heaven in a whirlwind. Elisha saw it and shouted, óMy father! My father! I 

see the chariots and charioteers of Israel!ô.ò 

 

When Elijah was taken up, or raptured, Elisha, and undoubtedly one or both schools of prophets, watched him 

enter the chariot and ascend into Heaven.  And Elisha is found to have Elijahôs spirit upon him (2 Kings 2:15), 

just as the Bride of Yeshua will take on the likeness of Yeshua (1 John 3:2). 
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Once again, notice the sequence: 

Å  Elisha follows Elijah to the gathering of prophets in Bethel and then in Jericho (2 Kings 2:1-6), 

Å  A group of fifty or more prophets stand at a distance watching Elisha and Elijah cross the Jordan (2 Kings 

2:7-10), 

Å  Elisha follows Elijah across the Jordan (could this be a washing or cleansing?), 

Å  Elisha watches Elijah enter the chariot and rise into Heaven (the clouds). 

 

In neither instance was there an instantaneous disappearance, and nobodyôs clothing was left behind in a heap, 

except Elijahôs cloak, which I believe Elijah purposely allowed to fall for Elishaôs benefit.  The same method 

can be seen in Acts Chapter 1 when Yeshua ascended to the Father. 

 

Acts 1:9-11 ï ñAfter he had said these things, he was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received 

him out of their sight. And while they looked unwaveringly toward heaven as Yeshua went up two men stood by 

them in white apparel who said, óWhy are you gentlemen gazing up into heaven? This Yeshua, who has been 

taken up from you into Heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched him go into Heavenô.ò 

 

This ascension was so fascinating to those watching that two ñmenò had to interrupt them and basically tell 

them to get on with their lives until Yeshua returned!  Note that scripture tells us that people were watching as 

Yeshua was go-ing, not as he disappeared into thin air! The word, go, is the Greek word poreuǾ [G4198]. It 

means to traverse, that is, to travel, to depart, to go away, to make or to take a journey or a walk.  In no way 

does poreuǾ indicate an instantaneous disappearance. 

 

Again, notice the sequence: 

Å Yeshua is raised from the dead and given his glorious, radiant, honorable, powerful, immortal, spiritual body, 

Å  A group of apostles and others gathers, 

Å  A cloud appears, 

Å  Yeshua is carried into the cloud while the onlookers gaze intently, watching him go into Heaven (Acts 1:9-11 

and Luke 24:51). 

The rapture is undoubtedly going to be a well witnessed event.  Every instance of a rapture, or picture of the 

coming rapture, throughout scripture was well witnessed.  Moses was watched as he rose up into the cloud at 

Mt. Sinai.  Elijah was watched as he rose into Heaven at the Jordan River.  Yeshua was also watched as he rose 

into Heaven.  Even non-Biblical literature depicts a rapture that is witnessed, as in the case of Enoch! 
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1 Corinthians 15:51-53, 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, and other scriptures do not teach the idea of people instantly 

vanishing at all. Rather, scripture reveals a loud return of Yeshua HaôMashiach during the final sounding of the 

last trump and the instantaneous transformation of believers into immortality prior to their ascension into the 

clouds and then into Heaven itself. 
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That Ainôt No Zombie, and A Pregnant Pause 

Matthew 27:52 ï ñThe graves were opened, and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised to 

life.ò 

There are several examples in scripture of the dead being raised.  1 Kings 17:22 tells us that ñYahweh answered 

Elijahôs prayer; and the boyôs breath returned to him and he lived.ò   

 

Similarly, in Luke 7:12-14 Yeshua raises the only son of a widow who had died, saying: ñYoung man, I say to 

you, arise.ò  John 11:38-44 tells us of Yeshuaôs raising of Lazarus, who had been dead for four days, simply 

saying: ñLazarus, come out!ò We are not told, however, how long these resurrected people remained alive. 

 

Most interesting are the holy ones who were raised to life at Yeshuaôs death.  After Yeshua was resurrected, 

ñthey came out of the graves and went into the holy city, where many people saw themò (Matthew 27:53). No 

doubt about it, while in Yerushalayim, they witnessed to the many who saw them.   

 

These holy ones were living breathing human beings, not zombies!   

 

Again, scripture does not tell us how long they remained alive. I believe that these people were carried up into 

the clouds at the same time Yeshua was carried up, becoming a firstfruits offering of the resurrected to Yahweh 

his father, for scripture tells us that , ñWhen he ascended on high he led a host of captivesò (Ephesians 4:8). 

 

Just as there has been a 2000 year pause between the first and second parts of Isaiah 61:1-2, perhaps there will 

be another ñpregnant pauseò between the resurrection of those in Yeshua and the rapture of both those people 

and the people who are still alive at that time! (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17) 
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Conclusion 

The ñgone in an instantò image makes for great reading, for simply good fiction.  This image, I believe, is not 

supported by scripture.   

 

The Rapture patterns clearly show that it will be a visible event, that it will take a moment or two in time from 

beginning to end, and that it will be clearly watched as it transpires.   

 

It is only the change from mortal to immortal that scripture describes as instantaneous in nature, followed by 

The Rapture which could either be simultaneous or even at a later time. 

 

I see the sequence of events as follows: 

Å  Yeshua descends in a cloud with a shout, the voice of an archangel, and the sound of a shofar (1 

Thessalonians 4), 

Å  The dead in Yeshua are raised and instantly given their immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15), 

Å  These people spend time witnessing to friends, family, and neighbors who are not yet saved, just as the 

resurrected holy ones did after Yeshuaôs resurrection, 

Å  The living, after this period of witnessing, are instantly given their immortal bodies (1 Corinthians 15), 

Å  The living people are gathered together and rise to meet both the resurrected people and Yeshua in the clouds, 

while those left behind watch intently (1 Thessalonians 4 and Acts 1), 

Å  The two witnesses and others (angels, 144,000) eventually appear to give witness to Yeshua and the Rapture 

(Revelation 11). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As you ponder these things, ask yourself: ñHow close are we to the return of Yeshua HaôMashiach?ò 
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The Rapture Order Of The Moedim 

 

Over the past pages we have examined over a dozen topics that point to a pre-tribulation rapture. 

 

 We have looked at the Rapture Wedding Vows at Mount Sinai and at the  Jewish Wedding Ceremony. 

 We have looked at the Rapture Concealments: Saved, Gathered, and Gone. 

 We have looked at the Rapture HarpazǾs: Enoch, Moses, Elijah, Lazarus, Yeshua, and the Saints. 

 We have looked at the Rapture Patterns: Removal, Revelation, and Ruination, or if you prefer: Departure, 

Direction, Destruction. 

 

Now we will look at the order of events represented by the Moedim of Yahweh to see if these, too, point to a 

pre-tribulation rapture. 

 

Yahweh is a God of Order 

1 Corinthians 14:33 - ñYahweh is not a God of confusion but of shalom.ò 

1 Corinthians 14:40 - ñLet all things be done decently and in order.ò 

 

Yahweh is not a god of chaos, confusion, or disorder.  He is a god of peace and order.  He is the God who has 

determined the end from the beginning. 

 

The Moedim Patterns: 

Leviticus 23:1-ff  - ñYahweh spoke to Moshe, saying, óSpeak to the children of Israel, and tell them, the Moedim 

of Yahweh, which you will proclaim to be holy convocations, these are my Divine Appointments, which you will 

proclaim in their appointed season.  They will be a perpetual statute throughout your generationsô.ò 

 

The seven moedim are Pesach, Chag HaôMatzot, Reishit Katzir, Shavuot, Yom Teruah, Yom Kippurim, and 

Sukkot. There is a pattern to the dress rehearsals that are represented by the Moedim of Yahweh.  The pattern is: 

death, burial, and resurrection of Yeshua, giving of the spirit, resurrection of the dead in Yeshua and the rapture, 

judgment, millennial reign.  The first four have already been fulfilled. 

 

Pesach (Passover), Chag HaôMatzot (Unleavened Bread), and Reishit Katzir (First Fruits) 

Romans 6:4 - ñTherefore we have been buried with Yeshua through baptism into death, so that as Mashiach 

was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.ò 
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Pesach, Chag HaôMatzot, and Reishit Katzir sets the pattern: death precedes burial, which precedes resurrection.  

We are to put to death sin in our lives.  This sin is to be buried with Yeshua in his burial.  This burial, called 

repentance, leads to new life, to our becoming a new creation, a form or type of resurrection. 

 

Shavuot (Pentecost) 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 - ñHe who establishes us with you in Yeshua, and anointed us, is Yahweh; who also 

sealed us, and gave us the down payment of the Ruach HaôKodesh in our hearts.ò 

 

Shavuot sets the pattern for the receiving of the Ruach HaôKodesh, the Holy Spirit.  Repentance leads to a new 

life in Yeshua, a form of resurrection.  Upon repentance and acceptance of Yeshua as Lord and Savior, the 

Ruach HaôKodesh is given as a guarantee of that action. 

 

Yom Teruah (Trumpets) 

1 Thessalonians 4:16 - ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 

and with the trumpet of Yahweh.ò 

 

Yom Teruah sets the pattern for the rapture.  It announces Yeshuaôs wedding day, his coronation as King, the day 

of the resurrection of the dead, and the rapture of his Bride.  Yom Teruah is the next moed to be fulfilled on 

Yahwehôs Daytimer!  And it precedes the last two moedim on that calendar. 

 

Yom Kippurim (Day of Atonements) and Sukkot (Tabernacles) 

Exodus 29:37 ï ñSeven days you will make atonement on the altar and consecrate it; therefore the altar will be 

especially holy, and whatever touches the altar will become holy.ò 

Deuteronomy 31:10 ï ñMoses commanded them, óAt the end of every seven years, at the set time in the year of 

release, at Sukkotô.ò 

Yom Kippurim sets the pattern for judgment or tribulation.  The moed lasts seven days, a pattern of the seven 

years of tribulation. 

 

Sukkot sets the pattern for Yeshuaôs millennial reign, after the seven years, a time of release. 

 

Both of these moedim follow the dress rehearsal for the rapture.  Tribulation, on Yahwehôs Daytimer does NOT 

precede rapture.  The Millennial reign does NOT precede judgment or tribulation.  Just the opposite, the 

Rapture happens first in order, followed by the tribulation, and lastly by the reign of Yeshua. 
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Conclusion 

Yahweh is a god of peace and order, not a god of chaos, confusion, or disorder.  The patterns evidenced by the 

dress rehearsals, by the Moedim of Yahweh, clearly establish an order of events.  That pattern is death, burial, 

and resurrection of Yeshua, giving of the spirit, resurrection of the dead in Yeshua and the rapture, judgment, 

millennial reign.  The first four have already been fulfilled. 

 

The moedim pattern, just as the patterns we have previously looked at over the past many pages, also clearly 

point to a pre-tribulation rapture. 

 

The Pre-wrath, Mid-Trib, and Post-Trib positions can only be supported by misinterpreting scripture, by 

violently twisting it, by trying to take Heaven by force (Matthew 11:12). 
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The Signs 

Luke 21:28 ï ñAs you see these things happening, look up, for your redemption draws near.ò 

 

ï Russia and Iran have formed an alliance based on sales of weapons from Russia to Iran that states that Russia 

will help defend Iran in the event of a war with Israel and its allies. 

ï Russia and Syria have formed an alliance based on sales of weapons and Russia will help defend Syria in the 

event of a war with Israel and its allies. 

ï Russia has also formed and alliance with China, called the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, and has ties to 

Libya and other Arab/Muslin nations.  The Iran, Russia, and China alliance is still as strong as ever. 

ï Russia, Iran, Turkey, Libya, and Ethiopia are uniting with a primary goal in mind of invading Israel via Syria. 

This may lead to the Gog-Magog fulfillment of scripture (Ezekiel 38-39). 

ï Turkey has formed key alliances with Lebanon, Syria, and Iran for mutual defense against enemy attacks. 

ï There have been several shake-ups of governments in Egypt, Lybia,  Tunisia, Turkey, Yemen and other 

countries. 

ï The surprise alliance of 2017 was the newly formed alliance between Saudi Arabia and Israel.  This virtually 

completes the alliance of nations that will speak against the Russia, Iran, and Turkey alliance mentioned above 

when these nations come against Israel (Ezekiel 38:13). 

ï Damascus is on the brink of destruction. 

ï War is endemic around the globe, and terrorist attacks are almost a daily occurrence. 

 

 

In 2017 Israeli connections between scripture and generations were noted: 

ï  It has been 120 years from the first Zionist Congress held Basel. 

ï  It has been 100 years from the Balfour Declaration. 

ï  It has been 70 years from the United Nations Resolution 181. 

ï  It has been 50 years from the Capture of Yerushalayim. 

ï  It has been 3 years from the Blood Moon tetrad. 

 

 

ï Earthquakes and especially volcanic activity appear to be increasing world wide.  If the current rate of 7.0 and 

earthquakes in early 2018 continues, by the end of 2018 they will be five times the average rate! 

ï Massive animal, bird, and fish deaths also continue to show activity world wide. 

ï Unexplained groaning, booming, and mysterious noises have been noticed in various places world wide. 
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ï Tornadoes, sinkholes, and other abnormal activity in various places is happening world wide. 

ï In Noah and Lotôs days, the fallen angels were mating with humans.  We are once again being conditioned to 

freely accept and have sex with, perhaps even procreate with alien beings, to ñgo after strange fleshò. 

 

But even more importantly: 

ï The Jews are back in the land of Israel. 

ï The Judean desert is blooming. 

ï Hebrew is once again a national language. 

ï The Israeli Defense Forces are an exceedingly great army. 

ï Yerushalayim has been conquered and is in the control of the Israelis. 

ï Yerushalayim is rapidly becoming the focal point of world politics. 



 

90 

The Timing 

 

The Signs in the sun, moon, stars, and heavens are burgeoning.  All of these things point to the nearness of The 

Rapture, but none tells us exactly when it will be. We simply know that because of these things, The Rapture is 

at hand, or near. 

 

The words at hand, or near, mean imminent. Imminent means impending; hence it could happen immediately, 

within ten minutes, ten months, or ten years. Imminence is always the meaning of at hand or near when 

speaking about the return of Yeshua. For example: 

ï The night is far gone, the day is near (Romans 13:12) 

ï Let your gentleness be known to all. Yeshua is near (Philippians 4:5) 

ï The time is near when all things will end (1 Peter 4:7) 

ï There will be signs in the sun, moon, and stars (Luke 21:25) 

 

 

Imminent is great, but exactly where are we on the time line? 

Here are a few possibilities for  where we may be on the time line: 

++  The Rapture may happen. 

ï The immediate nations surrounding Israel join together to go to war against Israel (Psalm 83 and Isaiah 14-

19) 

ï  Israel will win this war and be at peace. 

 

++  The Rapture may happen. 

ï  Russia, Turkey, and their allies will then come against Israel. (Ezekiel 38-39) 

ï Yahweh himself will win the victory, Israel will be at peace again. 

 

 

Only one or neither of the above may happen first! In that case: 

++ The Rapture will happen first. 

ï  Then the antichrist is revealed. 

ï  The seven year treaty is confirmed, and the tribulation period of seven years begins.  All of the wars 

mentioned in many prophecies then unfold, including both wars mentioned above. 
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Notice that Iôve given several possibilities for when The Rapture may happen! 

It could take place before any major war breaks out in the Middle East, hence before the immediate nations 

surrounding Israel invade. 

 

OR, it could happen after one or more major wars, as Yahweh does not want anyone to be lost, and what better 

way to show his omnipotence and grace than to let everyone witness his peopleôs victory over their immediate 

enemies or after his victory over Russia and its allies. 

 

The birth pains appear to be increasing in both frequency and intensity! 

 

Prophecy continues to unfold as foretold by the Hebrew prophets. The stage is being set. Today we are one day 

closer to the return of Yeshua than we were yesterday. Tomorrow we will be even one day closer.  Yeshua 

HaôMashiach is coming soon ï his return is imminent. Get busy reaching the lost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amen, Maranatha!! 
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Conclusions 

The hé apostasia is indeed a reference to The Rapture, not a reference to a falling away or apostasy from the 

faith or doctrinal teachings. 

 

The Rapture images of instantaneous departure do not seem to be supported by scripture.  Just the opposite ï the 

departure may happen hours, days, or even weeks after the dead are raised.  A definite sequence or pattern in 

scripture shows that there may be what I call a pregnant pause between the two events.  The resurrected dead, 

not zombies, may spend some time witnessing to the living just as they did at the time of Yeshuaôs resurrection. 

 

The moedim also show a distinct pattern to the dress rehearsals that are represented by the Moedim of Yahweh.  

The pattern is death, burial, and resurrection of Yeshua, giving of the spirit, resurrection of the dead in Yeshua 

and the rapture, judgment, millennial reign.  The first four have already been fulfilled.  The next moed is the 

dress rehearsal for the resurrection and rapture.  Yahweh is not a god of chaos. 

 

The signs given by the prophets are burgeoning.  Alliances are forming just as prophesied.  Wars and rumors of 

wars are burgeoning.  Epidemics are on the rise.  Earthquake and volcanic activity are on the rise.  But most 

importantly, numerous prophecies regarding the re-establishment of the nation of Israel have been fulfilled. 

 

The return of Yeshua is closer today than ever before. 
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No One Knows 
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No One Knows The Day or Hour 

Matthew 24:36 ï ñOf that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of Heaven, nor the Son, but the 

Father alone.ò 

 

Yeshua cautioned his followers not to speculate on the exact time of The Rapture, but in the light of eternity 

past and future, ñday and hourò is a very narrow slice of time.  Yeshua gave us at least fifteen specific signs that 

would be happening in the last days, clearly wanting us to know when the time of his return was rapidly 

approaching.  Many of the fifteen signs are being fulfilled today which strongly indicates we are living in the 

last days.  We are, after all, living through revolutions, wars and rumors of wars, and horrifying persecution, for 

starters.  Without doubt, that ñday and hourò is imminent! 

 

1. We do not know the day or the hour: A Reference to Yom Teruah? 

Yom Teruah, or The Feast of Trumpets, is also called Rosh Hashanah. It is the festival of the Jewish New Year, 

and the only moed that celebrates the New Moon. It starts on the first day of the first month. Its three main 

themes are Resurrection of the Righteous, Kingship of the Lord, and Marriage of the Lamb.  Another name for 

Yom Teruah is Yom HaôKeseh ï the day of hiding. This comes from the New Moon being ñhiddenò. When there 

is a full moon, it is not concealed or hidden. But when there is a new moon, it is hidden or concealed. Only 

when two witnesses see the edge of the moon, can the festival start. They had a two day period in which they 

knew it would happen, but not the exact time. Hence, ñYou do not know the day or the hour.ò 

 

2. We do not know the day or the hour: A Reference to Shavuot? 

Shavuot is the moed that celebrates the gathering of the harvest and the two loaves of leavened bread held aloft 

by the Kohen HaôG©d¹l (High Priest). It is also called ñDecorating the Brideò, symbolizing the catching away 

of the Church ï in other words, The Raptureֹו  It is also the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date ï 

it simply occurs on the fiftieth day after the Feast of Reishit Katzir (Firstfruits) during the Feast of Pesach 

(Passover).  Hence, ñYou do not know the day or the hour.ò 

 

3. We do not know the day or the hour: A Reference to The Wedding? 

Only the father of the groom can determine when the new home that his son is building for himself and his 

bride is finished. Only the father of the groom can determine when it is time for the groom to go get his bride. 

Hence, ñYou do not know the day or the hour.ò 
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4. But we can know the season. 

Matthew 24:33 ï ñWhen you see all these things happening, you will know that the time of Yeshuaôs appearing 

is near, right at the door.ò 

 

The word know, ginǾskǾ [G1097], is the prolonged form of a primary verb; to ñknowò.  It means to know 

absolutely, to be aware of, to perceive, to be resolved, be sure, to understand.  

 

The word translated near, eggus [G1451], means literally or figuratively, a place or time which is at hand, near, 

nigh unto, ready. Hence, the season will be known. 

 

When we see the beginnings of pains (often translated sorrows), we know that the time is near ï Matthew 24:1-

14. As the pregnant woman approaches the time to give birth, She writhes and cries out in her labor pains . . . 

Isaiah 26:17-18. 

 

The Greek word for pains is Ǿdin [G5604] meaning a pang or throe especially of childbirth, a pain, sorrow, 

travail.  Hebrew words for birth pains are chuwl [H2342], chiyl [H2427], and chebel [H2256]. Again, when we 

see the whole creation, especially the Earth, groaning with birth pains, wars and rumors of wars, famines, 

pestilences, earthquakes, etc., we know that the time (or season) is near. 

 

Conclusion 

Yeshua, in proclaiming that ñNo one knows the day or hourò was not stating that The Rapture event would be 

impossible to see coming.  Just the opposite ï he clearly states that the season during which this will happen 

should be plainly obvious to everyone. 

 

If we look at the Yom Teruah model, everyone knows within two days when this celebration will begin.  If we 

look at the Shavuot model, it is the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date as it arrives fifty days 

after Pesach.  If we look at the Wedding model, everyone in town would know when completion was getting 

close, but not which specific day the father would tell his son to go get his bride.  Hence, you do not know the 

day or the hour, but you should not be caught unawares of the season. 
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The Yom Teruah Pattern 

Psalm 89:15  ï ñHappy are those who hear the blessed sound of the Shofar, the joyful call to worship, for they 

will walk in the light of the presence of Yahweh.ò 

The official Hebrew name of the moed is Yom Teruah.  Yom Teruah is also called The Feast Of Trumpets, The 

Feast Of Blowing, The Feast Of Repentance, or the Feast Of The New Moon. 

Yom Teruah is the festival of the Jewish New Year, called Rosh Hashanah, and the only moed that celebrates the 

New Moon.  It starts on the first day of the first month. Its three main themes are Resurrection of the Righteous, 

Kingship of the Lord, and Marriage of the Lamb.  Only when two witnesses see the edge of the moon, can the 

moed start. There is a two day period in which they know it can happen, but not the exact day or time. Hence, 

the expression Yeshua used: ñYou do not know the day or the hourò (Matthew 24:36). 

 

Names for Yom Teruah include: 

Å Yom Teruah: Day of the Awakening Blast, or Day of the Sounding of the Shofar. 

Å Yom HaôDin: The Day Of Judgment, The Day Of Opening The Books, The Opening Of The Gates. 

Å Yom HaôKiddushin / Nesuôim: The Wedding Day Of The Messiah. 

Å Yom HaôMelekh: The Day Of The Coronation Of The Messiah. 

Å Yom HaôAkedah: The Day Of Abrahamôs Offering of Isaac. 

Å Yom HaôNatzal: The Day Of The Resurrection of the Righteous Dead and the Taking Up of the Living 

Righteous. 

Å Yom HaôKeseh: The Hidden Day, The Day of Hiding or Concealment. 

 

The Names and Their Significance to the Rapture: 

Yom Teruah: Day of the Awakening Blast, or Day of the Sounding of the Shofar. 

Leviticus 23:24 ï ñSpeak to the sons of Israel, saying, óIn the seventh month on the first of the month you will 

have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.ò 

Numbers 29:1 ï ñOn the first day of the seventh month you will have a holy convocation; you will not work at 

your occupations. It is a day for you to blow the trumpets.ò 

Yom Teruah, The Feast of Trumpets, is indelibly linked with the blowing of trumpets.  The celebration uses 100 

distinct blasts but only four different types of blasts during the festival.  They are the single Tekiah blast which 

signifies the sound of the Kingôs coronation, the three short Shevarim blasts which signify repentance, the nine 

staccato Teruah blasts of alarm which signify the call to awaken the soul, and the great long Tekiah HaôG©d¹l 

blast which signifies the voice of Yahweh.  The fourth and final type, the Tekiah HaôG©d¹l, is known to the 

Jews as the ñLast Trumpò or as the ñTrump of Godò. Paul references this in his epistles! 
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Yom HaôKiddushin / Nesuôim: The Wedding Day Of The Messiah 

Joel 2:15-16 ï ñBlow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the people, sanctify 

the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and the babies.  Let the bridegroom go forth out of 

his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.ò 

Yom Teruah mirrors the Jewish wedding ceremony, including the escape theme in which Yahweh causes his 

people to escape wrath, and the concept of concealment behind a closed door. Only the father could determine 

the day and hour when the bridegroom would show up unannounced to take his bride home.  Once the groom 

and betrothed were together, they proceeded to the groomôs new home, which was the same home as his 

fatherôs. Once back at the fatherôs home, the groom and bride then would be concealed in the Chuppah for 

seven days. Again, the image of a celebration that is hidden. 

 

Yom HaôNatzal: The Day Of The Resurrection Of The Righteous Dead And The Taking Up Of The Living 

Righteous 

Daniel 12:2 ï ñMany of those who have died will awaken to everlasting life, but others to disgrace and 

everlasting contempt.ò 

Isaiah 26:19  ï ñYour dead will live, their corpses will rise. You who lie in the dust, awake and shout for joy!ò 

In 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, the apostle Paul writes that ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven with a loud 

shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of Yahweh . . .ò  Paul states that when the 

trumpet of Yahweh sounds, ñthose who have died believing in Yeshua will rise first. After that, we who are still 

alive will be gathered up with the resurrected dead in the clouds to meet Yeshua in the air. And we will be with 

him forever.ò 

 

In 1 Corinthians15:51-52, Paul tells us: ñBehold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will 

be raised imperishable, and we will be changed.ò  The last trump is referring to the Moed of Yom Teruah and 

reveals the day of the resurrection of the righteous dead and their catching away or rapture. 

 

According to 1 Thessalonians 4, when this trump is sounded, the dead rise and then both they and the Bride of 

Yeshua go to meet Yeshua in the clouds. This day of resurrection is a day of blessing, or as Paul puts it in Titus 

2:13 ï ñour blessed hopeò.  Peter says the same in 1 Peter 1:13. 
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Yom HaôKeseh: The Hidden Day, The Day of Hiding or Concealment 

Psalm 84:3 ï ñBlow the trumpet at the new moon, at the concealed time, on our feast day.ò 

Yom HaôKeseh can be interpreted several different ways.  Firstly, it references the day when the moon is just 

coming out of hiding, in other words, a day of a concealed moon. Secondly, a hidden day because it is hidden 

from Satan, the adversary, in the same manner that the resurrection of Yeshua on the third day was hidden from 

his knowledge. 

 

On Yom Teruah, Israel diminishes itself and conceals its greatness in awe of the Day of Judgment. The 

Almighty, too, places a cover of concealment over his Peopleôs sins and accords them forgiveness.  All that 

transpires on this day is characterized by concealment, and is applied in the individualôs behavior. 

 

Isaiah 26:20 speaks of a time when concealment or hiding is essential ï during the time of wrath: ñMy people, 

go into your rooms and shut your doors behind you. Hide in your rooms for a short time until Yahwehôs anger is 

finished.ò 

 

Psalm 27:5 speaks of a similar hiding: ñIn the day of trouble he will conceal me in his tabernacle; in the secret 

place of his tent he will hide me.ò  Song of Songs 2:10-14 tells of the bride who has ñcome awayò hidden in the 

secret places of the rock.  Chapter 6 confirms that she is hidden, unable to be found by those who seek her.  Her 

bridegroom, Yeshua, asks them ñWhy do you look for the bride since she has been stolen by me?ò These 

passages reference Yom Teruah, albeit in a hidden manner! 

 

Conclusion 

Yom Teruahôs three main themes are Resurrection of the Righteous, Kingship of the Lord, and Marriage of the 

Lamb, all rapture images.  There is a two day period in which we know it will happen, but not the exact time.  

Only when two witnesses see the edge of the moon, can the moed start.  Hence, ñYou do not know the day or the 

hour.ò  Yom Teruah is a day of hiding ï a day whose importance is hidden from Satan and in which Yeshuaôs 

Bride is also hidden.  Those who wait for The Rapture expect to be hidden in Heaven during the tribulation 

period.  The blowing of the shofar easily portends both a kingly coronation and a resurrection and rapture. 

 

Combined, all these images present Yom Teruah as one of the premier representations of The Rapture event and 

therefore is one of the major candidates for the day of The Rapture.  No one, I repeat NO ONE, can say that any 

particular Yom Teruah is that day, however!  All we can do is stay alert and look forward to that day when our 

blessed hope is realized. 
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The Shavuot Pattern 

Shavuot has many names in the Bible; the Feast of Weeks, the Feast of Harvest, and the Latter Firstfruits. 

Shavuot is the fourth of the seven moedim commanded by Yahweh that celebrates the gathering of the harvest 

and the two loaves of leavened bread held aloft by the Kohen HaôG©d¹l (High Priest).   

 

It is also called ñDecorating the Brideò, symbolizing the catching away of the Church ï in other words, The 

Rapture!  It is also the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date ï it simply occurs on the fiftieth day 

after the Moed of Reishit Katzir. 

 

According to tradition, Shavuot is the day that Enoch was born and the day that he was also translated / raptured 

to be with Yahweh (Genesis 5), the day Moses received the Torah on Mt. Sinai in the wilderness and the nation 

of Israel was born (Exodus 19-20), the day Boaz took Ruth to be his bride, and the day that King David was 

born and died.  Shavuot is also the day the Ruach HaôKodesh (Holy Spirit) fell on the Disciples in Yerushalayim 

and the Church was born (Acts 2). 

 

In Noahôs day Enoch was translated before the judgment. Enoch is seen by many as an example of the Church 

being raptured prior to the beginning of the tribulation period, especially since Yeshua said that the day of his 

coming would be like the days of Noah. At the end of days, the unbelieving world will again be destroyed in the 

judgment, a believing remnant of Israel will be preserved through the judgment, and the Bride of Yeshua will be 

translated just like Enoch ï before the judgment! 

 

The story of Ruth has been called ñThe Romance of Redemptionò wherein Ruth, a Moabite (Gentile) woman, 

returns to Bethlehem with her mother in law, a Jewish woman.  Upon their return, Boaz falls in love with Ruth 

and marries her, redeeming Naomiôs land and position.  Naomi represents the role of Israel, destitute and alone; 

Ruth represents the Church, the gentile bride; and Boaz represents the Kinsman Redeemer (Mashiach). 

 

The first Shavuot occurred on Mt. Sinai after the Hebrews had left Egypt; Moses went up on the mountain and 

Yahweh came down and met with him - at the sound of a trumpet (Exodus 19).  The second Shavuot occurred 

some 1300 years later in Yerushalayim, instituting the Age of Grace and the Church Age (Acts 2).  At the 

rapture, Yeshua comes down, the trumpet sounds, and his bride goes up (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17). 
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Conclusion 

The Spring Moedim were fulfilled at Yeshuaôs first coming and the Fall Moedim will ultimately be fulfilled at 

his second coming.  While Shavuot may be a rehearsal for Yeshuaôs coming on that day and hour that only the 

Father knows, since it is the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date, I believe that this moed has also 

already been fulfilled.   

 

When the second Shavuot occurred in Yerushalayim, instituting the Age of Grace and the Church Age, the 

people hearing of this accused the disciples of being ñfull of sweet wineò (Acts 2-13).  Peter quickly corrects 

them saying ñIt is only nine a.m. in the morning!ò 

 

Sounds to me like the party has already been played out.  What does it sound like to you? 
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The Jewish Wedding Pattern 

The Jewish Wedding Ceremony is full of significant rituals and is a perfect prophetic parallel of the coming of 

Yeshua to take his Church to be his Bride, a dress rehearsal for The Rapture.  Several elements are present at 

every ceremony, including a ketubah [from kathab - H3791] (a written contract or marriage agreement), a 

mikveh [H4723] (the place of cleansing and preparation), a chuppah [H2646] (a covering or canopy), and an ôth 

[H226] (a visible, tangible expression of the love ï the calling up of the bride). 

 

The general progression starts at the house of the groomôs father, goes to the house of the brideôs father, and a 

proposal is made.  The groom then goes back to his fatherôs house, builds an addition for himself and his new 

bride, then goes to get the bride when the addition is ready.  Once there they shut and lock the doors and stay 

within for seven days.  After the seven days the bride is brought forth and shown to all. Letôs examine these 

steps in detail: 

 

The Voyage and Betrothal 

John 6:51 ï ñI am the living bread which came down from Heaven . . .ò 

In a Jewish marriage, the husband-to-be (groom) would consult with his father regarding the woman he wished 

to take as a bride.  If the father agreed to the groomôs plan, then the groom would leave his fatherôs home and 

travel to his betrothedôs (bride) home and speak with her father. 

Yeshua left his heavenly home, where his father dwells, and traveled to the Earth, the home of his betrothed, the 

Church, called the Bride of Yeshua. 

The Proposal And The Ketubah 

Matthew 26:27 ï Yeshua took a cup and gave it to his disciples, saying, ñDrink from it, all of you . . .ò 

Once the groom reached the brideôs home, he would establish and pay the purchase price for the bride, 

guaranteeing that he was serious about the marriage. 

Yeshua paid the ultimate price by being crucified and shedding his blood. 

 

The groom would compose and verify a written marriage contract, the Ketubah, with the brideôs father, then 

offer the cup of covenant to his prospective bride, thereby pledging his life to and for his bride. If the bride 

accepted this promise, she would then drink of the cup confirming that she, too, would pledge her life to and for 

her betrothed. 

Yeshua offers us the cup at every communion ï you either accept his offer or reject it. 
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The Leaving 

John 14:1-3 ï ñYeshua said, óDonôt let your hearts be troubled. Trust in Yahweh, and trust in me.  There are 

many rooms in my Fatherôs house; I would not tell you this if it were not true. I am going there to prepare a 

place for you.  After I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me so that you 

may be where I amô.ò 

Once the proposal had been given and accepted, the groom would say to his bride, ñI go to prepare a place for 

youò then go back to his fatherôs home.  He would build an addition for himself and his bride and wait for his 

fatherôs approval.  The new addition had to be exceptional, stocked with all the newlyweds would need for their 

seven days of honeymoon and life together.  It was customary for the groom to be gone for a long time and for 

the bride to wait in anticipation of his return.  At the end of the separation, the groom would show up 

unannounced to take his bride home, but only after his father had given him permission to do so. 

Yeshua has returned to Heaven to prepare a place for his Bride and promises to return for her. Yeshua will show 

up when we do not expect him to do so, and only the Father in Heaven knows the date and time! 

 

The Mikveh, The Return, And The Ôth 

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ï ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven with a loud shout, with the voice of the 

archangel and with the trumpet call of Yahweh.ò 

The bride now keeps herself pure while she waits for her husband-to-be to return, for she is now considered to 

be ñset apartò,  ñconsecratedò, and ñbought with a priceò.  Her Mikveh is her fatherôs home. She expects her 

husband-to-be to come at midnight and surprise her!  And what a noisy celebration that is. The groomôs party 

arrives with loud shouts, often accompanied by the blowing of a shofar or trumpet.  When the groom gets to his 

brideôs home, he will wait outside for the bride to join him.  When Yeshua returns, he will shout, the archangel 

will shout, and Yahwehôs voice will sound like a trumpet.  Yeshua  will not come all the way to the Earth, but 

will wait for us to join him in the clouds. 

 

Once the groom and bride are together, they proceeded to the groomôs new home, which is the addition to the 

same home as his fatherôs.  People would know that a wedding was in under way because of all the laughing 

and partying of the bridegroom and his friends as they carried the veiled bride through the streets to her new 

home.  The bride is ñlifted upò and carried to the new home - the ôth. 

When the Bride of Yeshua is raptured, she meets Yeshua in the air, is covered by the clouds, and is taken to 

Heaven (1 Thessalonians 4:7). 
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The Chuppah, The Reading of the Ketubah, And The Hiding 

Matthew 25:10 ï ñThe bridesmaids who were ready went in with the bridegroom to the wedding feast. Then the 

door was closed and locked.ò 

The groom and bride go to his fathers house and the wedding ceremony takes place under the Chuppah 

(marriage canopy).  The Chuppah is generally open on all sides, The reading of the ketubah text is given, 

outlining the groomôs responsibilities ï to provide his bride with her daily physical needs (daily bread) as well 

as her emotional needs.  The couple is then concealed in the marital chamber.  Once inside they shut and lock 

the doors and stay within for seven days. 

 

In English thinking, we get the idea that you simply go into a bedroom and shut the door.  However, in Hebrew, 

the picture is one of concealment ï the husband and wife go into the chamber and are hidden away from 

everyone and all earthly concerns. Matthew 25:10 tells us the door is ñclosed and lockedò.  Isaiah 26:19-21 

gives us the image of those who come into their chambers, ñlock the doors, and hide for a little while . . .ò  This 

is repeated in Song of Songs 2:8 and 13:10 ï ñMy lover spoke and said to me, óGet up, my darling; letôs go 

away, my beautiful oneô.ò These three patterns are perfect pictures of the concealment of the Bride of Yeshua in 

Heaven for seven years during the time of Yahweh/Yeshuaôs indignation or wrath ( i.e.; the tribulation period). 

 

The Revealing And The Supper 

Revelation 19:7-10 ï ñLet us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Yahweh, for the marriage of Yeshua has 

come and his wife has made herself ready.  It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and pure . . . 

Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper . . .ò 

At the end of the seven day period, after the concealment and the consummation of the marriage, the husband 

and wife exit for the marriage supper or celebration meal.  The husband brings forth his wife so that everyone 

can see her, and the marriage supper begins.   

 

While the tribulation period transpires on the Earth, the Brideôs works and deeds have been evaluated and 

rewarded at the Bema Seat of Yeshua in Heaven.  At the end of the tribulation period Yeshua will come with all 

his saints and every eye will see Heaven opened and his wife adorned in fine, pure, white linen!  After the 

supper is over, both will reign throughout the millennial kingdom. 
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Conclusion 

The Jewish Wedding Ceremony, while not one of the seven moedim, is indeed a dress rehearsal for The 

Rapture.  Yeshua came down from Heaven,  gave his life as a ransom for his bride and offered her eternal life.  

He returned to Heaven to prepare a place for his bride and will return to take her home.  His return will be a 

noisy, celebratory event.  The bride will be concealed while he pours out his wrath upon those still living upon 

the Earth, culminating in his return, the revealing of his wife, the grand supper feast, and their millennial reign. 
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Conclusions 

The hé apostasia is The Rapture, a physical departure and relocation of the Bride of Yeshua from Earth to 

Heaven.  The raptured people do not just disappear and leave a heap of clothing, jewels, and other personal 

items. 

 

The Moedim of Yahweh, the Divine Appointments, give us a pattern of the timing of the rapture event. The 

Spring Moedim were fulfilled at Yeshuaôs first coming and the Fall Moedim will ultimately be fulfilled at his 

second coming.   

 

The next moed on Yahwehôs calendar is Yom Teruah.  This moed is referred to as both ñno one knows the day or 

hourò and ñthe last trumpò, so we can know the season, if not the year in which it will occur.  Scripture has 

given us plenty of advance notice regarding this event. 

 

The Jewish Wedding Ceremony is indeed a dress rehearsal for The Rapture.  Yeshua came down from Heaven,  

gave his life as a ransom for his Bride and offered her eternal life.  He returned to Heaven to prepare a place for 

his Bride and will return to take her home at a time of which ñno one knows the day or hourò.  His return will be 

a noisy, celebratory event.  His Bride will be concealed while he pours out his wrath upon those still living upon 

the Earth, culminating in his return, the revealing of his wife, the wedding supper, and their millennial reign. 

 

Letôs continue our journey and find out if The Rapture is a quiet, barely noticed affair, or if, as I contend, The 

Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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The Third Interlude 

A Party Like No Other  

Apostasia, harpazǾ, and rapture.  Three words describing the same event: a physical departure of Yeshuaôs Bride 

from the Earth to Heaven.  We are ushered into Yeshuaôs presence.  I cannot think of a more joyous event. No 

doubt the party in Heaven will be amazing! 

 

The moedim establish the timetable for when events on Yahwehôs calendar and daytimer will be fully 

completed.  If we look at the Yom Teruah model, everyone knows within two days when this celebration will 

begin.  If we look at the Shavuot model, it is the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date, but it 

arrives fifty days after Pesach - easy to determine its time.   

 

If we look at the Jewish Wedding model, everyone in town would know when completion was getting close, but 

not which day the father would tell his son to go get his bride.  Hence, ñYou do not know the day or the hourò, 

but you should not be caught unawares of the season. 

 

All these things sound like joyous occasions to me. Not having to experience Yahweh and Yeshuaôs wrath and to 

be gathered together with Yahweh, Yeshua, the Ruach HaôKodesh, and all who have placed their trust in Yeshua 

as their Lord and Savior prior to the tribulation sounds like a joyous, heartwarming, glorious occasion to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it sound like to you? 
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Twenty Reasons For A Pre-Tribulation Rapture 

 

Older Covenant Scripture:  

1. The tribulation is a time to bring forth a remnant from within Israel (Isaiah 1:9). 

2.  The tribulation is a time to destroy sinners and the unrighteous from the Earth (Isaiah 13:9). 

3. The tribulation is a time of Jacobôs trouble, not a time of judging the Church ( Jeremiah 30:7). 

 

These Older Covenant scriptures clearly state that the Tribulation is a time that affects Israel (or Jacob) and 

sinners.  The Church, or Bride of Yeshua has already been declared without sin, so cannot be included in those 

who will be subject to the Tribulation and its judgments. 

 

These statements are mirrored in the Newer Covenant as follows: 

4. The tribulation is a time to judge the nations for their sins against Yahwehôs chosen people.  It is not a time 

to judge the saints, nor the Church, which is judged at the Bema Seat of Yeshua (Revelation 11:18) 

5. The tribulation is a time to bring forth a remnant from within Israel not from within the Church/Bride of 

Yeshua (Revelation 12:17) 

 

These Newer Covenant scriptures also clearly state that the Tribulation is a time that affects his chosen ones ï 

Israel.  

 

More Scripture: 

6. Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah are with Yeshua and not affected by the fire (Daniel 3:13-ff)  

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, also known as Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Daniel 1:7) represent those 

who have placed their faith in Yahweh/Yeshua.  In other words, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah represent the 

Church/Bride of Yeshua. They are unaffected by Nebuchadnezzarôs fiery furnace, and so the Church/Bride of 

Yeshua will also be unaffected by the fiery judgments of the Tribulation. 

 

_____________ 

7.  Yahweh reserves his wrath for his enemies (Nahum 1& 2) 

8. Yahweh has not appointed us to wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9) 

9. Yahweh only shows his anger against those who suppress the truth (Romans 1:18) 

10. Yahweh keeps the unrighteous for the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9) 

The Church/Bride of Yeshua is not an enemy of Yahweh, but are in fact called ñfriendsò (John 15:15).  It is only 



 

109 

those who do not accept Yeshua as their Lord and Savior and who suppress the truth, that are judged 

unrighteous.  The Church/Bride of Yeshua is judged righteous by the shed blood of the Lamb, Yeshua 

HaôMashiach. 

 

_____________ 

11. We are to pray to escape all these things (Luke 21:36) 

Yeshua does not desire for the Church/Bride of Yeshua to endure the tribulation, but does expect his Bride to be 

in prayer and to petition him that they will be raptured prior to the tribulation. 

 

_____________ 

12. We are gathered together before the decree takes effect and Yahwehôs wrath is unleashed (Zephaniah 

2:1-2) 

The Decree spoken of in this verse is the tribulation and the undesired nation is the Church/Bride of Yeshua.  

Zephaniah clearly states that the Church/Bride of Yeshua will be gathered together before the tribulation starts. 

 

_____________ 

13. Yeshua will build his Church, and nothing will conquer it.  The Gates of Hades will not be able to assail it. 

(Matthew 16:18) 

14. The Son Of Perdition (Antichrist) cannot be revealed until he who restrains evil is removed (2 

Thessalonians 2:6-8) 

See the ñAbsolute Proof Of A Pre-Tribulation Raptureò section below. 

_____________ 

15. Yeshua will save us from Yahwehôs wrath by his blood (Romans 5:9) 

16. Yahweh will keep the Church from the hour of testing that will come upon all the Earth (Revelation 3:10) 

Yeshua and Yahweh clearly protect the Church/Bride of Yeshua from enduring the tribulation.  Therefore, one 

must conclude that Yeshuaôs Bride will be raptured prior to the tribulation. 

_____________ 

17. Yeshua returns to take us to be where he is (John 5, 6, 14) 

18. The Church is enrolled in Heaven (Hebrews 12:22-24) 

The Church/Bride of Yeshua is clearly in Heaven with Yeshua, as Yeshua is also clearly in Heaven during the 

tribulation period. 
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_____________ 

19. The Church will have a time of Sabbath rest in Heaven (Hebrews 4:9) 

20. Only the Bride of Yeshua can sing ñYou have bought us with your blood . . .ò  (Revelation 5:9-10) 

The Church/Bride of Yeshua has been given its Sabbath rest as a result of Yeshuaôs shed blood, and sings to 

confirm this fact while enjoying being in Heaven. 

 

Conclusion 

The Rapture is definitely Pre-Tribulation, and the above scriptures give us every reason to be, joyous, happy, 

cheerful, festive, and singing our hearts out!  
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Absolute Proof Of A Pre-Tribulation Rapture 

Matthew 16:18 ï ñI will build my church, and all the powers of hell will neither prevail against it, overcome it, 

nor conquer it.ò 

 

In numerous scriptures a period of seven years of tribulation, trial, and judgment is described.  It is during this 

period that the Antichrist is revealed and the saints are overcome, as described by the Prophets, Daniel, and 

Revelation.  It is also during this period that scripture tells us that large numbers of people will accept Yeshua as 

their Messiah. These tribulation period saints, however, are not the Saints that currently make up the Church / 

Bride of Yeshua. 

 

This period is called by various terms and titles throughout both Older and Newer Covenants: 

 Å  The Tribulation 

 Å  Danielôs 70th Week 

 Å  Day Of Yahweh (The LORD) 

 Å  Day Of Mashiach (Christ) 

 Å  Day Of Wrath 

 Å  Day Of Indignation 

 Å  Days Of Vengeance 

 Å  The Hour of Trial 

 Å  Time Of Jacobôs Trouble 

 Å  Time Of The End 

 Å  The Lambôs Wrath 

 Å  The Great And Terrible Day Of  Yahweh (The LORD) 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4 tells us that this seven year period will not come unless the departure comes first, and 

then the Antichrist is revealed.  Daniel, in chapters 7-11, tells us that the temple is rebuilt, the Antichrist will be 

the leader of ten nations, that he will enforce a seven year covenant with Israel, he will desecrate the rebuilt 

temple, and he will be the leader of a nation to the north of Israel.  Paul also informs us that the true Church, the 

Bride of Yeshua, will not know who this Antichrist is since he will only be revealed at the start of the seven year 

period, after the Rapture. 

 

Scripture tells us that no one will know the day and hour of Yeshuaôs next coming ï the coming in the clouds to 

resurrect the dead and translate the living to immortality (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 1 Corinthians 15:52).  This 
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coming in the clouds by Yeshua can only refer to the pre-tribulation Resurrection/Rapture, as once the Antichrist 

has been revealed to the world (2 Thessalonians 2:6-8) when the covenant is confirmed at the start of the seven 

year period, the timing of Yeshuaôs second coming can be mathematically determined. ï everyone will then 

know precisely the day of his return, if not the exact hour! 

 

Proof that the timing of the Resurrection/Rapture is before the Tribulation period is stated in several scriptures, 

including Revelation 3:10 ï ñthe church will be kept from the hour of trialò, and 1 Thessalonians 5:9 ï ñthe 

church is not appointed to wrathò, even though ñtribulation saintsò will experience either part or all of the 

period.  Isaiah also knew that he would be resurrected and would be hidden during the time of the indignation 

(Isaiah 26:19-20). 

 

Matthew 16:18 ï ñI will build my church, and all the powers of hell will not conquer it.ò 

 

Absolute proof, however, that the Church is removed prior to the Tribulation period, is contained in the 

Matthew 16:18 verse above.  In this verse, Yeshua clearly states that neither Lucifer, Satan, The Devil, the 

Antichrist, the fallen angels, nor all the powers of hell can overcome, prevail against, or conquer his Church, his 

Bride, his Redeemed. 

 

Since we know through scripture that Satan is given power to overcome ñthe saintsò during the seven year 

period, the Church/Bride of Yeshua, therefore cannot, I repeat, CANNOT, be present in the world ï it has to be 

some other group of saints whom Satan is able to overcome.  If the Church, the Bride of Yeshua, were still in 

the world when Satan is allowed to overcome, Yeshua would be a liar, and he cannot lie!  Numerous scriptures 

attest to this fact. 

 

Therefore, absolute proof that the Resurrection/Rapture of the Church, the Bride of Yeshua, occurs before the 

Tribulation is guaranteed by Yeshuaôs statement in Matthew 16:18. 

 

This does not in any way preclude others from accepting Yeshua during the Tribulation period, nor Satanôs 

ability to overcome those newly born ñsaintsò at that time. 
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Stark Naked on Parade 

Is The Rapture going to be a quiet affair, or is this going to be the noisiest, most jubilant celebration Heaven has 

ever witnessed?  If prior events are the pattern, then The Rapture is most likely going to be very noisy! 

 

Definitions below are compiled from Strongôs Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries, New American Standard 

Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries, Thayerôs Greek Definitions, and Rick Rennerôs Sparkling Gems from the 

Greek. 

 

The Greek Scriptures ï Colossians 

Colossians 2:15 ï ñHaving spoiled principalities and powers, Yeshua triumphed over them and made a public 

spectacle of them.ò 

Greek: apekduomai arch® kai exousia parr®sia deigmatizǾ thriambeuǾ thriambeuǾ. 

Defining The Greek Words in Colossians 

 apekduomai [G554] ð  to despoil, disarm, or wholly divest of all 

      belongings 

 arché [G746]  ð   principalities, powers 

 kai [G2532]  ð   and 

 deigmatizǾ [G1165] ð   to display, to expose 

 parrǛsia [G3954]:  ð   openly, plainly, publicly, with boldness, 

       confidence, and jubilant celebration 

 thriambeuǾ [G2358]: ð  to triumph, to triumph over, to lead in triumph 

      (used twice) 

 

The Greek Scriptures ï Ephesians 

Ephesians 4:8 ï ñWhen he ascended on high, he led captivity captive.ò 

Greek: anabainǾ  eis  hypsos  aichmalǾteuǾ  aichmalǾteuǾ  aichmalǾsia 

 

Defining The Greek Words in Ephesians 

 anabainǾ [G305] ð to ascend, to rise, to mount, to be borne up 

 eis [G1519]   ð into, unto, to, towards 

 hypsos [G5311] ð height, as of heaven, rank or station 

 aichmalǾteuǾ [G162] ð to make /take captive, to capture (used twice) 

 aichmalǾsia [G161] ð a captive, someone or something in captivity 

 

Word Pictures from the Greek Words 

AnabainǾ is the Greek word that describes travel from one place to another, often as in went up to 

Yerushalayim from the Jordan River. 
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AichmalǾsia is the Greek word that simply describes a captive, or someone in captivity. 

 

AichmalǾteuǾ is the Greek word that describes the action of an army or soldier taking full control over a 

captive.  In this process, the soldier would take a captive from one location to another.  This word is used twice 

in a row, indicating an exceptionally strong taking of control!! 

 

Apekduomai is the Greek word that describes a complete spoiling, stripping, or disarming of an enemy, often 

leaving them naught but their birthday suits.  In other words, the enemy soldier was left standing stark naked. 

Apekduomai was a complete plundering of the enemyôs possessions, lands, armor, treasures, trophies, 

weaponry, subjects and captives.  Nothing was left for the enemy to gather together; nothing with which he 

might retaliate. 

 

DeigmatizǾ is the Greek word used to denote the display of captives, weaponry, and trophies that were seized 

during war on foreign soil.  Every item displayed was exposed for all to view and enjoy.  This display was not 

done in private ïit was done in public, open to all.  This display also was designed to commemorate the victor 

and to humiliate the defeated enemy. 

 

ParrǛsia is the Greek word that was used of an openly, blatantly, publicly performed parade.  It was a 

momentous, loud, full on celebration that was celebrated by both emperor and subjects.  By using parrǛsia in 

conjunction with deigmatizǾ, Paul doubly emphasizes the extent of the public display.  This was no quiet 

celebration, attended by just a couple of the emperorôs closest friends!  Oh, no, not at all ï this was a well 

attended affair celebrated by the entire nation of people. 

 

ThriambeuǾ is the Greek word that specifically means a triumphal parade.  This parade celebrated the 

returning emperorôs, kingôs, or generalôs triumph, bringing the conquered enemy king, beaten and bound in 

chains, to be paraded before the people.  This word, thriambeuǾ, is used twice in a row, indicating an 

exceptionally strong triumphal paradeֹוֹו 

 

Conclusion 

This spectacle was no quiet, private celebration.  It was a full blown party-hearty affair, a noisy, loud, full on, 

joyous, heartwarming, momentous, glorious celebration ï a picture of the noisy affair called The Rapture! 
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Angels Making Whoopie 

 

The Angels Celebrate Over Lost Sinners Who Repent 

Luke 15:4-7 ï ñIf a man has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, doesnôt he leave the ninety-nine in the 

open pasture and go after the lost one until he finds it?  When he finds it, he carries it home on his shoulders, 

rejoicing.  And when he gets home, he calls his friends and  neighbors, saying:,óCome and celebrate with me, 

for I found my lost sheep!ô  Likewise, there is more joy in Heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-

nine righteous people who need no repentance.ò 

 

Heaven celebrates every single time a sinner repents.  Picture in your mind celebrations you have witnessed 

when someone has called together a group of friends ï perhaps to celebrate the Super Bowl games or World 

Series.   

 

Are these quiet affairs?  I think not! 

 

A Father Celebrates Over A Lost Son Being Found 

Luke 15:20-24 ï ñHe left and headed home to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his dad saw 

him, felt compassion for him, then ran, embraced him, and kissed him.  And the son said to him, óPapa, I have 

sinned against Heaven and yourself; I am no longer worthy to be called your sonô.  But the father said to his 

employees, óQuickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, put a ring on his hand, and sandals on his feet.  

Bring the fattened calf, kill it, and letôs eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is now alive again; 

he was lost and has been foundô.  And they began to celebrate.ò 

 

Was this celebration of the son being found a quiet affair?  Not at all. 

 

Luke 15:25 ï ñNow his older son was in the field, and when he came and approached the house, he heard 

music and dancing.ò 

 

In fact, the celebration was so noisy, so jubilant, so tremendous that the older son could hear its music and 

dancing even as he approached the house from out in the fields.  Hearing this loud celebration made him come 

to investigate. 
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Other Celebrations 

Scripture tells us of many other celebrations.  Celebrations are held for the moedim, for being chosen, for 

dedications, for reading of Torah, for giving thanksgiving and praise, for victory in Yeshua, for the captives 

having been brought to a better, more wonderful captivity. 

 

 

Conclusion 

Angels celebrating over lost souls who have accepted Yeshua as their savior and Lord, fathers holding parties 

for sons who were thought lost but who have returned to the homestead, and a lot of feasting, thanking and 

praising. 

 

These festivities and parties sound like a lot of joyous, noisy, exuberant celebrating to me, not at all like a lot of 

private, quiet affairs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do they sound like to you? 
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Noisy Affairs and Parties Like No Other 

Heaven celebrates every single time a sinner repents.  Heaven celebrated with a triumphal parade when Yeshua 

won the victory over sin, hell, the devil, and death.  Satan, our adversary, has been fully stripped and no longer 

has any authority over all who accept Yeshua as their Lord.  Yeshuaôs victory over Satan was fully, openly, and 

loudly celebrated in Heaven. 

 

This was no quiet, private celebration between Yahweh, Yeshua, and the Ruach HaôKodesh.  All of Heaven was 

involved, giving praise for his victory. 

 

Just imagine how great the parade and celebration will be when Yeshua raptures his entire Bride and brings 

them home to his Fatherôs house in Heaven!! 

 

And exactly where is the gathering place before we ascend to Heaven?  In the air ï in the realm of the Prince of 

the Power of the Air ï in Satanôs abode!  Perhaps this is the final moment when the adversary, Satan, Lucifer, 

The Devil, is permanently removed from the heavens and thrown down to Earth, knowing that his time is short. 

 

A Party Like No Other  

This gathering is accompanied by Yeshua shouting, an Archangel speaking in a loud voice, and the trumpet 

(voice) of Yahweh.  A quiet affair ï not likely!  Undoubtedly a very glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming,  

stupendous affair! 
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Conclusions 

Both Older and Newer Covenant scriptures are filled with many verses that point to the Rapture being a pre-

tribulation event. The Older Covenant scriptures clearly state that the Tribulation is a time that affects Israel (or 

Jacob) and sinners. The Newer Covenant scriptures also clearly state that the Tribulation is a time that affects 

his chosen ones ï Israel. 

 

The Church, or Bride of Yeshua has already been declared without sin, so cannot be included in those who will 

be subject to the Tribulation and its judgments. 

 

Both Older and Newer Covenant scriptures also point to events that are anything but quiet, subdued affairs. All 

of Heaven is involved in these events, giving praise for Yahweh and Yeshuaôs victories. 

 

By now, I expect that you are looking forward to The Resurrection / Rapture with joy, with a living hope, and 

overwhelming gladness. Just imagine how great the parade and celebration will be when Yeshua raptures his 

entire Bride and brings them home to his Fatherôs house in Heaven!! 

 

The Rapture is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous party celebration like no other. 
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The Fourth Interlude 

A Party Like No Other  

 

The patterns have been established by two or more witnesses.  Celebrations in Heaven are noisy, joyous, 

heartwarming, glorious occasions.  Heaven celebrates every single time a sinner repents.  Heaven celebrated 

with a triumphal parade when Yeshua won the victory over sin, hell, the devil, and death.  And Yeshuaôs victory 

over Satan was fully, openly, and loudly celebrated in Heaven. 

 

The Bride of Yeshua is raptured and ushered into Yeshuaôs presence before Yahweh and Yeshuaôs wrath is 

poured out.  Not having to experience Yahweh and Yeshuaôs wrath and to be gathered together with Yahweh, 

Yeshua, the Ruach HaôKodesh, and all who have placed their trust in Yeshua as their Lord and Savior prior to 

the tribulation sounds like a joyous, heartwarming, glorious occasion to me. 

 

What does it sound like to you? 

 

In fact, all these things sound like joyous occasions to me. I cannot think of a more joyous event than The 

Rapture. No doubt the party in Heaven will be amazing! 

 

How amazing do you think The Rapture Party will be? 
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The Rapture Is Yet to Come 

2 Peter 3:9  ï ñYahweh is not slow about keeping his promises as some people think, but is patient toward you 

because he wants everyone to turn from sin and come to repentance.ò 

Hebrews 11:1 ï ñFaith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.ò 

 

Many of you have had great hope that Yeshua HaôMashiach would have called his Bride home during the yearôs 

Shavuot (Pentecost) or Yom Teruah (Rosh Hashanah) celebrations, that you would have risen up into the clouds 

to be with him forever during one of these moedim or celebrations.  The moedim or Divine Appointment images 

of The Rapture had fully captured your soul and you awaited that day with all of your hope and faith, wishing it 

had become fact, not hope.  It is yet to come ï do not stop hoping for that blessed event ï the day and hour will 

transpire.  Scripture guarantees it. Remember, however, that all of the moedim are rehearsals for the real thing. 

 

Nothing in scripture demands that The Rapture must necessarily fall on any Jewish Holy Day.  The Rapture is 

not dependent upon any specific prophecy being fulfilled.  It comes on a day and hour that no one knows.  

Paulôs writings may simply indicate that The Rapture is a number specific event, not a date specific one.  It will 

come, as Paul indicates, when the full number of Gentiles has come in.  The phrase full number is taken from a 

nautical term that described the number of soldiers and sailors that had to be on board before a ship could set 

sail.  As soon as the full number was accounted for, the ship could leave. 
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Avoiding The Tribulation and Eternal Damnation 

Exercise whatever time you have to repent and trust Yeshua for your eternal salvation.  Do not test Yahwehôs 

patience and wait too long.  Three immediate steps must be taken to insure that you do miss The Rapture, that 

blessed hope when Yeshua shouts (1 Thessalonians 4:15-18), or worse yet, spend eternity in the Lake of Fire 

experiencing eternal damnation for failing to accept him as your Lord and Savior: 

Å Repent ï Admit that you have sinned and that you are indeed a sinner. 

Å Pray ï Ask Yeshua to be your Lord and Savior. 

Å Be Redeemed ï Allow yourself to be baptized in the name of the Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit and 

accept the gift of Yeshuaôs salvation, redemption, blessing and comfort. 

 

Whatôs In Store 

The Bride of Yeshua, his true Church, will some day be raptured to be with him in Heaven. At that time, life 

will get incrementally worse for all who have been left behind: 

Å All who then place their trust in Yeshua can expect to be martyred for their newfound trust in him. 

Å A peace treaty will be signed with Israel, once the Antichrist has been revealed, but the treaty will only last 

three and one-half years before the Antichrist breaks it. 

Å All out war will break out as Satan, through his Antichrist, attempts to totally eliminate both the Jews and any 

new believers in Yeshua. 

Å A final battle will take place in Israel at which time Yeshua will return and personally end the conflict. 

Å All that survive the seven years of tribulation who have trusted Yeshua for salvation will be welcomed into his 

millennium reign.  Those who have not will immediately die. 

Å A final judgment at the end of the Millennial Reign (thousand years) will occur at the Great White Throne, at 

which time all those who have rejected Yeshua will be thrown into the Lake of Fire. 

 

My Prayer For You 

Revelation 6:9 ï ñWhen Yeshua broke the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of all who had been 

martyred for the word of Yeshua and for being faithful in their testimony.ò 

It is my hope that you will finally place your trust in Yeshua and continue to look forward to our blessed hope.  

It is still possible to be taken out of the wrath to come, to minimize the possibility that you will be martyred. 

However, one can only be raptured through faith in Yeshua.   

Those who fail to place their faith in Yeshua prior to The Rapture will suffer all or part of the tribulation period, 

and the souls of those new believers who are martyred during that seven year period will then be taken to 

Heaven.  They will also receive new bodies in which to be servants to those who are born during Yeshuaôs 

thousand year reign, the millennium. 
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What Do We Do While We Wait? 

So, what are we to do while we wait for our Lord and Savior, Yeshua, to appear? 

 

Watch And Be Ready 

Mark 13:33 . . . ñBe careful! Always be ready, because you donôt know when that day and hour will be.ò 

 

Pray And Be Ready: 

Luke 21:36 . . . ñBe ready all the time. Pray that you will be strong enough to escape all these things that will 

happen and that you will be able to stand before the Son of Man, Yeshua.ò 

 

Purify Oneself: 

1 John 3:2-3 . . . ñWe know that when Yeshua comes again, we will be like him, because we will see him as he 

really is. Yeshua is pure, and all who have this hope in him keep themselves pure like Yeshua.ò 

 

Abide In Yeshua: 

1 John 2:28 . . . ñLive in Yeshua, trust in him, have faith in him so that when he comes back, you can be without 

fear and not be ashamed in his presence.ò 

 

Look For His Coming: 

Hebrews 9:28 ï ñHe will come a second time, not to offer himself for sin, but to bring salvation to those who 

are waiting for him.ò 
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The Rapture: A Party Like No Other 

 

Are you looking forward to the Rapture / Resurrection with joy, with a living hope, and overwhelming 

gladness?  Are you expecting a glorious, noisy, stupendous party?  Or are you simply expecting to be taken up 

with nary a whimper, leaving your clothes behind in a crumpled heap?  The image of an instantaneous rapture 

has been popularized in our minds for quite some time, but this is not the pattern that scripture leads me to 

expect.  The pattern of the Rapture I see is a glorious, noisy, joyful, heartwarming, stupendous celebration like 

no other. 

 

Yahwehôs Parties 

Yahwehôs parties, the moedim, are the best parties in town.  Nobody does them better!  Enough meat to feed an 

army ï lamb, beef ï roasted, boiled, barbequed, as it were.  Loaf upon loaf of breads, some baked with leaven, 

some without.  And the wine ï gallons and gallons of wine ï the best wine in the world.  Yahweh brings the best 

of the best to his parties, never second rate. And they hardly sound like quiet, unnoticed affairs. 

 

Was Shavuot, for instance, a quiet affair?  When Shavuot occurred in Yerushalayim, instituting the Age of Grace 

and the Church Age, the people hearing of this accused the disciples of being ñfull of sweet wineò (Acts 2-13).  

Peter quickly corrects them saying ñIt is only nine a.m. in the morning!ò  Did being indwelt sound like a private, 

quiet celebration to you?  I donôt think so.  Sounds like it was a very noisy, joyous, glorious occasion to me!  

Wouldnôt you be joyful if you had just been indwelt by the Ruach HaôKodesh in the same manner?  I would. 

 

And how about Yom Teruah. Was is a quiet affair?  Trumpets and shofars blaring, wedding day of the Messiah, 

coronation of Messiah as King, resurrection of the righteous dead and the taking up of the living righteous.  

Does this sound like some private, quiet celebration to you?  I donôt think so.  Sounds like a noisy, joyous 

glorious occasion to me! 

 

Other Parties 

Weddings 

In a Jewish wedding, the groomôs party arrives at the brideôs house with loud shouts, often accompanied by the 

blowing of a shofar or trumpet.  The bride would first hear of her bridegrooms presence outside her home 

through the loud, noisy calling of the bridegroomôs friends ï ñYour groom is on his way to lift you up and carry 

you to the new home; come out and join him so we can start the ceremony!ò  Does this sound like some private, 

quiet celebration to you?  I donôt think so.  This sounds like a noisy, joyous, glorious occasion to me! 



 

126 

Parades 

Paul tells us that armies would make a public display of captives, weaponry, and trophies that were seized 

during war on foreign soil (Colossians 2:15).  Every item displayed was exposed to all to view and enjoy in an 

openly, blatantly, publicly performed parade.  It was a momentous, loud, full on celebration that was celebrated 

by both emperor and subjects.  When Yeshua triumphed over Satan, he also held a parade (Ephesians 4:8).  

Does this sound like some private, quiet celebration to you?  I donôt think so.  Once again we see the pattern of 

a noisy, loud, full on, joyous, heartwarming, momentous, glorious occasion. 

 

Repentant Sinners 

Heaven celebrates every single time a sinner repents (Luke 15:4-7).  Picture in your mind celebrations you have 

witnessed when someone has called together a group of friends ï perhaps to celebrate the Super Bowl games or 

World Series.  When the prodigal son returns home, the father sees him from afar, runs to meet him, then 

commands his servants to bring out the best robe, sandals, and his ring, to kill a fattened calf, roast it, and then 

celebrate. (Luke 15:20-24).  The celebration was so loud, in fact, that the older son could hear its noise even out 

in the fields, and came to investigate (Luke 15:25). Do these events sound like some private, quiet celebrations 

to you?  I donôt think so.  These sound like noisy, joyous, glorious occasions to me! 

 

Other Celebrations 

Scripture tells us of many other celebrations.  Celebrations are held for the moedim, for feasting, for being 

chosen, for dedications, for reading of Torah, for giving thanksgiving and praise, for victory in Yeshua, for the 

captives having been brought to a better, more wonderful captivity.  

 

We escape floods, famine, walls falling down, the tribulation.  We are kept from the wrath about to engulf the 

Earth.  We are invited to a wedding and hidden away when the door is shut. We are given festal clothing.  

Angels celebrating, fathers holding parties, and a lot of feasting, thanking and praising. This sounds like a lot of 

joyous, noisy, exuberant celebrating to me, not at all like a lot of private, quiet affairs! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does it  sound like to you? 
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The Blessed Hope Called The Rapture 

Ti tus 2:13 ï ñWe look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great Lord and Savior, 

Yeshua HaôMashiach, will be revealed.ò 

1 Peter 1:6-7 ï ñIn this you greatly rejoice, despite immediate trials, for there is wonderful joy ahead . . . even 

honor and glory at Yeshuaôs appearing.ò 

 

Throughout the Newer Covenant, we see an image of the meeting with Yeshua HaôMashiach upon resurrection 

as a blessed, joyful, wonderful event.  At the resurrection, we receive our immortal, incorruptible bodies in 

which we will spend eternity.  When Yeshua returns, he will shout, the archangel will shout, and Yahwehôs voice 

will sound like a trumpet.  Yeshua will not come all the way to the Earth, but will wait for us to join him in the 

clouds. 

 

Yeshuaôs victory over Satan was fully, openly, and loudly celebrated in Heaven.  This was no quiet, private 

celebration between Yahweh, Yeshua, and the Ruach HaôKodesh.  All of Heaven was involved, giving praise for 

his victory.  Just imagine how great the parade and celebration will be when Yeshua raptures his entire Bride 

and brings them home to his Fatherôs house in Heaven!!   

 

Does this meeting with Yeshua sound like a private, quiet celebration to you?  I donôt think so.  This sounds like 

a noisy, joyous, glorious, happy, cheerful, festive, and singing our hearts out occasion to me! 
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Conclusions 

The Rapture, the gathering together in the clouds, is accompanied by Yeshua shouting, an archangel speaking in 

a loud voice, and the trumpet (voice) of Yahweh.  When the Rapture occurs it may be that some of you will be 

simply caught up and some will have to be yanked out of here!  Which person will you be?  It is my prayer that 

you will accept Yeshua as your Lord and savior, and be one who goes willingly when he calls out: ñCome up 

here.ò 

 

The Church/Bride of Yeshua will be given its Sabbath rest as a result of Yeshuaôs shed blood, and sings new 

songs to confirm this fact while enjoying being in Heaven (Revelation 15:3).  And I highly doubt that these 

songs will be sung quietly and slowly like some funeral dirge.  Does this sound like a quiet celebration to you?  

Not likely ï I donôt think so!  Undoubtedly the rapture will be a very noisy, joyous, glorious, happy, cheerful, 

heartwarming, festive, and singing our hearts out stupendous occasion! 

 

Now do you understand why The Rapture is called ñThe Blessed Hopeò? 

 

Either way, One can only ask: ñHow imminent is the return of Yeshua HaôMashiach?ò The return of Yeshua to 

gather his people together and keep them from the time of wrath is imminent.  Be sure you are prepared. We are 

not yet in the Tribulation, a period of seven years, but we are very close.  The sand in Yahwehôs hourglass is 

running out!  Scripture confirms this. 
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The Rapture Lie 

Amos 3:7 ‒ ‛Yahweh, does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.“ 

You have heard it said that the Rapture is a sign-less event.  You have heard it said that it can happen at any 

moment, without notice.  You have heard it said that no one knows the day or hour.  I say these are blatant lies. 

 

What Do You Mean ‒ ‗Lies‘? 

Matthew 24:33 ‒ ‛When you see all these things, you are to know that the time is near, right at the door.“ 

Mark 13:8 ‒ ‛Nations will fight each other, there will be earthquakes in various places, there will be famines; 

this is but the beginning of the ‗birth pains‘.“ 

True, it was not for Yeshua‘s disciples to know the date, but what about his future bride?  Yeshua gives his bride 

many clues as to the time frame when her Rapture will happen.  Famines, pestilences, earthquakes in diverse 

places, wars, ethnic tensions, and the budding of the fig tree, just to name a few. 

Paul is even more blunt, saying: ‛But you, brothers, are not in the dark, so that the Day should take you by 

surprise like a thief.“ (1 Thessalonians 5:4).  Now, granted, the day Paul is referencing is not the day of the 

Rapture, but the Day of Yahweh, the seven year tribulation period described by Daniel, Revelation, and the 

prophets.  However, that day cannot begin until after the Bride of Yeshua has been raptured and the antichrist 

has been revealed (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17, 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8).  That day cannot happen until the dead are 

raised and raptured, then the bride raptured. 

 

Putting It All In Context 

The wedding ceremony is the best guideline to the timing.  The bride is chosen, the bride-price is paid, and the 

bridegroom heads back to his father‘s house to build a new home for himself and his bride. 

Building a house is a very planned out event: 

‡ The location is measured, and the building supplies begin to arrive. 

‡ The walls go up. 

‡ The roof is put on. 

‡ The windows and doors are installed. 

‡ The furniture is built and placed inside.   

 

The bridegroom‘s neighbors and bride‘s family are alert and watching all of these activities.  The rest of the 

village‘s residents likely take little or no notice of these activities.  They are the ‛they/them“ of Paul‘s writings, 

who are asleep and not watching,  They are the ‛they/them“ who have no clue what is going on and are 

surprised by the thief in the night! 
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Finally, the father gives his approval, saying that the building is complete, and then gives his son permission to 

go get his bride.  The son then puts the actual wedding party in high gear: 

‡ The Chuppah is erected 

‡ The transportation for the bride is arranged 

‡ Most importantly, the food is prepared for the week-long celebration 

 

The bridegroom‘s neighbors and bride‘s family are now very, very alert.  Food, especially up until just recently, 

spoiled quickly.  When the neighbors and the bride‘s family saw the food being prepared and ready to be served, 

they KNEW the wedding was now in motion.  The rest of the village‘s residents still take little or no notice of 

these activities.  They are the ‛they/them“ who are totally surprised when the bridegroom‘s friends go to the 

bride‘s house, singing, blowing shofars, shouting, and carrying the bride back to the bridegroom‘s house.  Are 

you awake, are you paying attention, or are you still asleep? 

Ten Virgins 

Matthew 25:1 ‒ It will be ‛like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went out to meet the groom.“ 

All ten virgins had advance notice of the impending wedding.  But observe the difference between the ten 

virgins: five are ready and prepared, five are not.  Only those five who were prepared were let into the wedding 

party.  Are you awake, are you paying attention, or are you still asleep?  

 

Today 

Israel is back as a nation.  The alliances of nations are virtually all in place.  The Temple instruments are ready, 

the priests are being trained, and the Temple is ready to be built.  The tenth red heifer may have been found.  

Are you awake, are you paying attention, or are you still asleep? 

 

Conclusions 

To say that the Rapture is a sign-less event is a lie.  The signs are burgeoning and quite evident for those who 

are alert and watching.  The wedding day is at hand, very near.  It is not a sign-less event.  Yeshua has given 

advance notice of the many things that will precede the taking of the bride ‒ famines, wars, etc.  These are 

equivalent to the walls, roof, furniture, etc. of the house building.  Are you awake, are you paying attention, or 

are you still asleep? 

 

How much longer will it be before Yahweh gives Yeshua permission to go get his bride?  Or has that permission 

already been given?  Is Yeshua right now putting up the Chuppah, preparing the food, and arranging the 

transportation (horses) to bring his bride to his home in heaven?  How many more signs does one need . . . . .? 
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Final Thoughts 

Heaven celebrates every single time a sinner repents.  Heaven celebrated with a triumphal parade when Yeshua 

won the victory over sin, hell, the devil, and death. 

 

Just imagine how great the parade and celebration will be when Yeshua raptures his entire Bride and brings his 

Bride home to his Fatherôs house in Heaven!!  And it is accompanied with Yeshua shouting, an Archangel 

speaking in a loud voice, and the trump (voice) of Yahweh. 

 

A quiet affair ï not likely!  Undoubtedly a very glorious, noisy,  joyous, happy, cheerful, festive, heartwarming, 

stupendous affair!  

 

And why not?  The Rapture/Resurrection gives each person: 

Å  Eternal presence with Yahweh, Yeshua, and the Ruach HaôKodesh, 

Å  A new, glorious, immortal body, 

Å  No more death, disease, pain or sorrow, 

Å  No more liars, unbelievers, murderers, adulterers, sorcerers, idolaters, drug addicts, or thieves, just to 

mention a few, 

Å  Sin and the Sin Nature are forever removed. 

 

This is what The Rapture brings.  Are you telling me you wonôt be jumping for joy, giving thanksgiving and 

praise, bursting with gladness and cheer if you are taken up, if you are gathered together with the saints, if you 

are part of the great escape, if you are raptured? 

 

I will be. 
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Amen and Amen 

 

Maranatha 

 

Hallelujah!  
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Part Three: 

The Divine 

Appointments 

of Yahweh 
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The Moedim Defined 

Genesis 1:14 ï ñYahweh said, óLet there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and yearsô.ò 

 

The sun, moon, and stars indicate set appointments when Yahweh will show up to interact with his people.  The 

Older Covenant moedim, Yahwehôs meeting times (seasons), are determined by the cycles of the heavenly 

lights.  The word translated feasts (seasons) is the Hebrew word, Moed [H4150].  Moed means a divine 

appointment, a fixed time or season, specifically a festival.  Moedim is the plural of Moed. 

 

Moed [H4150] 

Å  At this set time ï Genesis 17:21, 21:2; Exodus 9:5 

Å At the appointed time ï Genesis 18:14 

Å An appointed season ï Exodus 13:10; Numbers 9:2, 9:3, 9:7, 9:13; and Deuteronomy 16:6 

Å An appointed place (tabernacle / tent of the congregation) ï found in numerous Exodus and Leviticus 

passages 

 

In Greek: Chronos [G5550] -- time either long or short ï time. 

 Kairos [G2540] ï a fixed and definite time ï season. 

ñIt is not for you to know the times
G5550

 or the season
G2540

 . . .ò ï Acts 1:7 

ñBut of the times
G5550

 and the seasons
G2540

 . . .ò ï 1 Thessalonians 5:1 

 

The Moedim were times when Yahweh appointed a Miqrao.  A miqrao is something called out, a public 

meeting, an assembly, a holy convocation, a reading, or a rehearsal.  In other words, the moedim are dress 

rehearsals for the coming of Yeshua.  The moedim of Israel have a practical, a symbolic, and a prophetic 

application. 

 

Miqrao  [H4744] 

Å A holy convocation ï Exodus 12:16; Leviticus 23:2-8; 

 and  Numbers 28:18, 28:25, 29:12 

Å An assembly   ï Numbers 10:2; Isaiah 1:13, 4:5 

Å A reading    ï Nehemiah 8:8 
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The Seven Moedim (Leviticus 23:1-ff) are:  

Å Pesach (Passover) 

Å  Chag HaôMatzot (Unleavened Bread) 

Å  Reishit Katzir  (First Fruits) 

Å Shavuot (Pentecost) 

Å  Yom Teruah (Trumpets) 

Å  Yom Kippurim (Day of Atonements) 

Å  Sukkot (Tabernacles) 

 

The Three Commanded Moedim 

Deuteronomy 16:16 ï ñThree times in a year all your males will appear before Yahweh your God in the place 

which he chooses, at the Moed of Chag HaôMatzot and at the Moed of Shavuot and at the Moed of Sukkot, and 

they will not appear before Yahweh empty-handed.ò 

Å Pesach, including Chag HaôMatzot and Reishit Katzir  

Å Shavuot 

Å Sukkot 
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Overview of The Seven Moedim 

 1. Pesach (Passover) 

Date Of Moed: 14th Day of 1st Month (Nissan ï March / April) 

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 5:7 ï ñOur paschal lamb, Yeshua, has been sacrificed.ò 

Key Word:  Salvation 

Actions: A Lamb is killed and roasted. The Lamb is eaten by the family. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Crucifixion 

Pesach symbolizes deliverance from Egyptian bondage and redemption by the blood of the Lamb.  This moed 

was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs first coming when he was crucified as a payment in full for our sins. 

 

Å 2. Chag HaôMatzot (Unleavened Bread) 

Date Of Moed: 15th Day of 1st Month (Nissan ï March / April) 

Key Scriptures: 1 Peter 1:15-16 ï ñInstead, as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your 

conduct; for it is written, óYou will be holy, for I am holyô.ò 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 ï ñGet rid of the old leaven, that you may be a new batch of dough, for in reality you are 

already unleavened because Yeshua our Pesach has been sacrificed for us.  Therefore let us keep the moed, not 

with old leaven, the chametz of wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of sincerity and  truth.ò 

Key Word:  Holiness 

Actions: Put away all leaven. Eat unleavened bread. Do no hard work. Present an offering by fire. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs Burial on the day after Pesach. 

Chag HaôMatzot declares that Yahwehôs people are to be set apart from sin, just as Yeshua was sinless. Yeshua 

was buried just as the Moed of Chag HaôMatzot began. 

 

Å 3. Reishit Katzir (First Fruits) 

Date Of Moed: Sabbath after Pesach, third day after crucifixion. 

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 ï ñBut in fact Yeshua has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of 

those who have died so all will be made alive in Yeshua.ò 

Key Word:  Resurrection 

Actions: Wave offering of first sheaf of barley before Yahweh.  Burnt, Cereal, and Drink Offerings given. Eat 

none of the new grain until this day. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Resurrection 

Reishit Katzir is a time of thanksgiving for the harvest to come. The first sheaf is a promise of larger harvest to 

come.  This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs resurrection on the third day. 
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Å 4. Shavuot (Pentecost) 

Date Of Moed: 50th Day after Chag HaôMatzot (Unleavened Bread) 

Key Scripture: Acts 2:1-4 ï  ñWhen Shavuot had come all of them were filled with the Ruach HaôKodesh.ò 

Key Word:  Thanksgiving 

Actions:  Cereal offering given, using new grain from the wheat harvest.  Burnt, Drink, Sin, and Peace offerings 

given. No hard work done.  A wave offering of two loaves of leavened bread is waved before Yahweh. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Giving Of The Holy Spirit 

Shavuot is the second harvest festival of thanksgiving, a day to remember the Covenant Yahweh made with his 

people at Mt. Sinai. It was fulfilled in the giving of the Ruach HaôKodesh on the fiftieth day after Pesach. 

 

Å 5. Yom Teruah (Trumpets) 

Date Of Moed: 1st Day of 7th Month (Tishri ï September / October) 

Key Scriptures: 1 Thessalonians 4:16 ï ñYeshua himself will descend from Heaven, with a loud shout, with the 

voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of Yahweh.ò 

Psalm 89:15 ï ñHappy are those who hear the sound of the Shofar, the joyful call to worship, for they will walk 

in the light of the presence of Yahweh.ò 

Key Word:  Wedding Day. 

Actions: Trumpets blown.  No work is done.  Offering by fire is presented to Yahweh. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:   Resurrection. Yeshuaôs Return For The Bride. 

Yom Teruah announces Yeshuaôs wedding day, his coronation as King, and the day of the wakening blast. 

 

Å 6. Yom Kippurim (Day of Atonements) 

Date Of Moed: 10th Day of 7th Month (Tishri ï September / October) 

Key Scripture: Romans 5:1 ï ñTherefore, since we are justified by faith we have peace with Yahweh through 

our Lord Yeshua HaôMashiachò 

Key Word:  Justification 

Actions:  Most solemn day of the year.  Fasting and no work. Offerings by fire to Yahweh. Goat sacrificed, 

blood to Most Holy Place. Scapegoat driven into the wilderness. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yahweh / Yeshuaôs Wrath Poured Out 

Yom Kippurim is the moed celebrating the day when our sins of the year are covered (Older Covenant) or when 

all of our sins are fully taken away (Newer Covenant). Guilt and condemnation are removed.  We are At-One-

Ment with Yahweh. 
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Å 7. Sukkot (Tabernacles) 

Date Of Moed: 15th Day of 7th Month (Tishri, September/October) 

Key Scripture: John 14:3 ï ñI will come again and take you to myself, so that you may be there where I am.ò 

Key Word: . Eternal Life 

Actions: No hard work. Offerings by fire to Yahweh. Booths constructed in fields, lived in 7 days. On eighth 

day, return home to worship, rest. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshua Sets Up The Millennium 

Sukkot celebrates the day of ingathering of fruit and vine crops. It is a memorial of the wilderness experience 

and a return to Yerushalayim to celebrate Sabbath. 

 

 

Blessings Promised For Observing The Seven Moedim 

Å  Rain in due season 

Å  A good harvest of grain 

Å  A good harvest of fruit 

Å  Strong and healthy animals 

Å  Seasons of rest and refreshing 

Å  A season of fellowship with others 

Å  A Good outcome for the next year 

Å  Plenty of wine (grapes), oil (olives), and joy 

Å  An angel will go before you to defeat your enemies 

Å  Yahweh will rebuke famine, drought, locust, and devourer for you 

 

 

 

Waiting for Yeshua to Appear 

Today we are one day closer to the return of Yeshua than we were yesterday.   

Tomorrow we will be even one day closer.   

 

For almost two thousand years the Jews would proclaim ñNext year in Yerushalayim!ò  Every year for many 

years now, I have been proclaiming ñNext Yom Teruah in the clouds!ò It is my prayer each year, instead of yet 

another dress rehearsal, we find Yom Teruahôs prophetic fulfillment in Yeshuaôs return for his bride.    

 

Are you ready?  If not, then get ready. Exercise whatever time you have to repent and trust Yeshua for your 

eternal salvation.  Do not test Yahwehôs patience and wait too long ï the dress rehearsals will not continue much 

longer. 
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Three immediate steps must be taken to insure that you do not miss Yeshuaôs return for his Bride and the 

prophetic fulfillment of the divine appointment called Yom Teruah: 

Repent ï Admit that you have sinned and that you are indeed a sinner. 

Pray ï Ask Yeshua to be your Lord and Savior. 

Be Redeemed ï Allow yourself to be baptized in the name of the Father, The Son, and the Holy Spirit and 

accept the gift of Yeshuaôs blessing and comfort. 

 

 

Five more steps to take while you wait for our Lord and Savior to appear: 

Watch and Be Ready: Mark 13:33 ï ñBe careful! Always be ready, because you donôt know when that time 

will be.ò 

Pray And Be Ready: Luke 21:36 ï ñBe ready all the time. Pray that you will be strong enough to escape all 

these things that will happen and that you will be able to stand before the Son of Man, Yeshua.ò 

Purify Oneself: 1 John 3:2-3 ï ñWe know that when Yeshua comes again, we will be like him, because we will 

see him as he really is. Yeshua is pure, and all who have this hope in him keep themselves pure.ò 

Abide In Yeshua: 1 John 2:28 ï ñLive in Yeshua so that when he comes back, you can be without fear and not 

be ashamed in his presence.ò 

Look For His Coming: Hebrews 9:28ï ñYeshua will come a second time, not to offer himself for sin, but to 

bring salvation to those who are waiting for him.ò 

 

 

 

Blessings And Attacks On Moedim Days 

Both the blessings of Yahweh and the attacks of Satan are centered on the days of moedim, on the Holy sacred 

days! 

Å On Pesach the Jews sought to slay Yeshua (John 5:1), a storm struck the boat on Galilee (John 6:4), and 

Yeshua was arrested (Matthew 26:2). 

Å On Chag HaôMatzot Satan entered into Judas (Luke 22:3), the chief Priests sought to kill Yeshua (Luke 22:2), 

and Herod killed James and arrested Peter (Acts 12:2). 

Å On Shavuot persecution immediately followed an outpouring of the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4), and Paul was 

arrested in Yerushalayim (Acts 20:16). 

Å On Sukkot the Jews sought Yeshua at the moed (John 7:11). 



 

140 

Why Does Satan Attack During the Moedim Celebrations? 

Å During the moedim, and especially during Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot, all men over the age of twenty were 

to go up to Yerushalayim to worship.  In other words, the largest crowd of people were present during these 

celebrations.  When you start a rumor with many present, the rumor spreads faster. When these folks go 

home, the rumor spreads to the towns and other parts. 

Å The greatest opposition to Yeshua was in Yerushalayim during the moedim.  At this time, Pharisees, 

Sadducees, scribes, lawyers, and Roman soldiers were also present in great numbers to carry out the attacks. 

Å Yahweh had marked special events during the moedim which would reveal his purposes, and Satan would try 

to hinder these things from coming to pass.  If Yahwehôs plans could be thwarted, then Yahweh could be 

considered to be a liar, and Satan could then declare Yahwehôs punishment of eternal condemnation null and 

void. 

 

Conclusion 

Yeshua is coming for his Bride ï the final three dress rehearsals will become the real thing. I do not set dates, 

but sincerely pray that Yom Teruah may be fulfilled this year. 

 

Prophecy continues to unfold as foretold by the Hebrew prophets.  The stage is being set.  History is moving 

extremely quickly towards the prophesied one world government, the one world financial system, and the rise 

of both the Antichrist and the False Prophet. 

 

The birth pangs are just over the horizon. Yeshua HaôMashiach is coming soon ï Repent, watch and be ready, be 

in prayer, be redeemed, and get busy reaching the lost. 
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Pesach 

The First Holy Day 

Date Of Moed: 14th Day of 1st Month (Nissan ï March / April) 

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 5:7 ï ñOur paschal lamb, Yeshua, has been sacrificed.ò 

Key Word:  Salvation 

Actions: A Lamb is killed and roasted, then is eaten by the family. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Crucifixion 

Pesach, or Passover, is the first of the seven moedim commanded by Yahweh.  The word translated feasts is the 

Hebrew word, Moed [H4150].  Moed means a divine appointment that is at a fixed time or season; specifically 

a festival. Yahwehôs covenants of promise are from everlasting to everlasting, and Pesach is one of his most 

important covenant ordinances.  The Pesach celebration includes the moed of Chag HaôMatzot, or Unleavened 

Bread, and also the moed of Reishit Katzir, or First Fruits.  The celebration is divided into two parts: the first 

two days commemorate the Exodus from Egypt; and the last two days commemorate the splitting of the Red 

Sea and entry into Midian.  Pesach symbolizes deliverance from Egyptian bondage and redemption by the blood 

of the Lamb.  This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs first coming when he was crucified as a payment in full for 

our sins. 

 

 

Other Names For Pesach Include: 

Å Chag HaôPesach, or the Festival of the Pesach.  This festival was celebrated by the Jews even before the 

events of the Exodus to welcome the arrival of the spring season. A pesach lamb was sacrificed to Yahweh as 

token of gratitude for the renewal of springtime. 

Å  Chag HaôCheirut, (or Zôman Cheiruteinu) the Festival of Freedom or Redemption, the Season of Our 

Liberation.  This festival recounts the entire journey of Hebrews attaining freedom and redemption from 

oppression and slavery under the Egyptians. 

Å Chag HaôAviv, the Spring Festival. This festival recounts the arrival of the Hebrews from Egypt to Canaan 

during spring season marking the new phase of Jewish cultural life. 

 

Included in the celebration are: 

Å Chag HaôMatzot, or the Festival of The Unleavened Bread.  According to the book of Exodus, the Israelis 

hastily departed from the tyranny of the Egyptian Pharaoh and they could not wait for bread to be leavened 

and rise.  So to observe the festive occasion, no leavened bread is eaten during the moed. The unleavened 

bread eaten during the Pesach moed is called matzah. 
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Å Reishit Katzir , or First Fruits. The key word describing Reishit Katzir is Resurrection.  This day represents a 

time of thanksgiving for the harvest to come.  The first sheaf is a promise of larger harvest to come. 

 

Historical Background 

Exodus 12:7 ï ñYou will take some of the blood of the Lamb and put it on the two door posts and the lintel of 

the houses in which they eat it.ò 

Exodus 12:14 ï ñNow this day will be a memorial to you, and you will celebrate it as a moed to Yahweh; 

throughout your generations you are to celebrate it as a permanent ordinance.ò 

Exodus 12:22 ï ñTake a bunch of hyssop, dip it in the blood that is in the basin, and touch the lintel and the two 

door posts with the blood.ò 

Leviticus 23:5 ï ñIn the first month, on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight is Yahwehôs Pesach.ò 

Numbers 9:1-5 ï ñYahweh spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after 

they had come out of the land of Egypt, saying, óNow, let the sons of Israel observe the Pesach at its appointed 

timeô.ò 

 

Pesach is celebrated every year by both Jews and Messianic Jews.  It is the first of the three major moedim with 

both historical and agricultural significance.  Historically, the Moed of Pesach has been an annual holiday in 

honor of the night when Yahweh passed over the homes of the Israelites during the last of the ten plagues.  It 

represents the Exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt after 400 years of slavery, the day that the firstborn of the 

Egyptians were killed, and the day the firstborn of the Hebrews were passed over.  Agriculturally, it represents 

the beginning of the harvest season in Israel.  It is well known for being the moed during which no leavened 

bread, Chametz [H2557], is allowed.  In fact, all leavening agents must be completely removed from the entire 

household.  The removal of chametz commemorates the fact that the Hebrews left Egypt in a hurry and did not 

have time to let their bread rise.  It is also a symbolic way of removing any arrogance or pride from their souls, 

as well as symbolizing the removal of sin from their lives. 

 

The Blood on the Door: 

Hebrews 11:28 ï ñYou know that you were ransomed from the futile ways, not with perishable things like silver 

or gold, but with the precious blood of Yeshua, like that of a lamb without defect or blemish.ò 

 

The Hebrews followed Yahwehôs instructions by placing the blood of a lamb on the lintel and door posts.  The 

Lintel is the horizontal crosspiece over an opening such as a door, or window, usually carrying the weight of the 

structure above it. The door posts are the two frames on either side of the door. The blood of the spotless 
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sacrifice was taken from the basin on the ground and put on the lintel and on the door posts of their homes so 

that the destroyer of the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. That night the firstborn son of every 

family who did not have blood on the door posts was killed. The lamb had to be killed in order to get the blood 

that would protect them. Inside their homes, the Hebrews ate a meal of roast lamb, bitter herbs, and bread made 

without yeast.  Externally, it was the actual blood that saved them from the death angel.  Internally, this 

substitution was appropriated through obedient, humble, submissive faith. 

 

Modern Background 

1 Peter 1:18-19 ñYou know that you were ransomed with the precious blood of Yeshua, like that of a lamb 

without defect or blemish.ò 

1 Corinthians 15:20-22 ï ñYeshua has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died so all 

will be made alive in him.ò 

 

That Pesach should be fully celebrated by modern believing Christians is attested to by several scriptures, such 

as the two scriptures above.  Paul, in 1 Corinthians 5:7-8, says: ñGet rid of the old leaven, that you may be a 

new batch of dough, for in reality you are already unleavened because Yeshua our Pesach has been sacrificed 

for us.  Therefore let us keep the moed, not with old leaven, the chametz of wickedness and evil, but with the 

matzah of sincerity and  truth.ò 

 

The lamb and its blood represents the blood of Yeshua HaôMashiach, the Lamb of God, who gave his blood for 

the sins of all people.  The unleavened bread symbolizes the sinless nature of Yeshua. Now, the Lordôs Supper is 

our Pesach remembrance of our new life and freedom from sin. The next time struggles and trials come, 

remember how Yeshua has delivered you in the past and focus on his promise of new life with him. 

 

The Seder Ceremony 

Each spring families celebrating Pesach will kill a lamb without blemish and roast it upon a spit.  The lamb is 

placed upon the spit with its forearms spread and its hind feet bound together ï in the same position that 

Yeshuaôs arms and feet were nailed to the cross! 

 

The Seder Table usually includes a large Seder plate; and upon the plate are the following: a roasted shankbone 

of a lamb, a hard-boiled egg, bitter herbs or grated horseradish, charoses (finely chopped apples cinnamon, and 

nuts mixed with wine), and karpas (parsley, lettuce, or watercress). 
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Also on the table there should be three matzot under a cover or a napkin (near the officiating person), Salt Water 

(accessible to all participants), the Cup of Elijah (a large goblet filled with wine), and a Pillow under the left 

arm of the leaderôs chair (represents reclining). 

 

The woman of the house traditionally lights two white candles to begin the Seder, while the leader explains 

what they mean.  The candles, which represent creation and redemption, symbolize the two witnesses Moses 

and Elijah.  Moses represents the Law and Elijah represents the prophets, and the Law and the Prophets testify 

that Yeshua is the Messiah. 

 

The first element of the meal, the three matzot, is explained.  Matzah is unleavened bread made simply from 

flour and water without any leaven and is cooked very quickly. This is traditionally viewed as the bread that the 

Hebrews made for their flight from Egypt, and is also referred to as Lechem Oni or the Bread of Affliction.  

There has been much debate about who or what the three matzaot represent.  Some Rabbis say they represent 

the Kohens or Priests, the Levites, and the Israelites.  Others say they represent Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The 

middle matzah, therefore, would correspond to Isaac, the miraculously born son of Abraham, who was taken to 

what would become the Temple Mount to be offered as a sacrifice! (Genesis 18:13-14, 21:1-2, 22:1-18 and 2 

Chronicles 3:1).  Christians believe that they represent El Elyon ï The Father Almighty God, Yahweh;  Ben 

Élôhîym  ï the Son of Yahweh;  and the Ruach HaôKodesh ï the Holy Spirit of Élôhîym. 

 

In the Pesach Seder meal the middle matzah is taken and broken in two.  This is the portion that Yeshua broke 

during the Last Supper when he said to his disciples, ñThis is my body that is broken for you. . .ò 

(1 Corinthians 11:24). 

Then: 

Å One half of the broken matzah is wrapped in a white cloth and hidden, to be found later in the meal, so that 

the children will stay awake.  This portion is called the Afikomen.  We remember that Yeshua three times 

asked his disciples to ñstay awakeò (Matthew 26:36-46). 

Å The middle person of the Godhead was broken [klaǾ G2806] for us at Pesach, and we remember that hiding 

the middle matzah is a picture of his burial. 

Å Later in the meal, when the children find the Afikomen, we remember that Yeshua is risen, no longer hidden 

in the belly of the Earth. 

 

The nation of Israel has been taking the broken half of the middle matzah, the Afikomen, not understanding that 

The Matzah that is broken, wrapped in a cloth, hidden, and found is symbolic of Yeshua their Messiah. 
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Next, the roasted shankbone is explained.  The shankbone symbolizes the Pesach lamb.  At the time of the 

Exodus, the blood of this sacrificial lamb was applied to the door posts, and Yahweh passed over the firstborn of 

the Hebrews.  Yeshua is the Christianôs Pesach Lamb ï the believing Christianôs sins are forgiven and they 

escape the judgment of Yahweh. 

 

The third element explained is the Karpas, which is a green vegetable that corresponds with the arrival of 

spring.  Dipping the karpas in the salt water symbolizes how Yahweh brought the Hebrews safely across the salt 

water of the Red Sea and made them a new-born nation.  In Yeshua, it symbolizes a Christianôs baptism and 

spiritual rebirth as a holy nation unto Yahweh.  The karpas also represents the hyssop that was used to put the 

blood of the Pesach lamb on the door posts.  In addition, the salt water reminds us of the salt in the tears that the 

Hebrew people shed while under Egyptian slavery, as well as the tears of our own slavery to sin and the world 

before Yeshua delivered us. 

 

The fourth element explained is the Roasted Egg, a reminder of the voluntary peace offering given on the 

second day of Pesach. It symbolizes that Yeshua voluntarily offered himself as a sacrifice, thereby making peace 

with Yahweh and reconciling the world unto himself. 

 

The fifth element explained is the Maror, or bitter herbs.  Maror reminds us of the bitter slavery that the Jewish 

ancestors suffered under the hand of Pharaoh in Egypt.  The eating of maror (horseradish) brings tears to the 

eyes and also reminds Christians of their bitter slavery to sin and the world, being out of fellowship with 

Yahweh, and the bitter cup that Yeshua drank from to secure our freedom in him and to restore fellowship with 

himself and Yahweh. 

 

The sixth element explained is the Charoses, which symbolizes the color of the mortar used by the Hebrews to 

make bricks during their slavery in Egypt, but is also a symbol of the sweetness of Yahwehôs redemption in 

Yeshua HaôMashiach.  As the maror, combined with the charoses are eaten, we are to recall the bitterness of sin 

in the horseradish, but that the charoses (Redemption in Mashiach) is the antidote for sin. This serves as another 

reminder of the slavery that Yeshua has delivered us from by his sufferings. 

 

During the Seder meal participants partake of four cups of wine.  Each cup represents one of the four 

promises that Yahweh made in Exodus 6:6-7: 

Å The first cup is the Cup of Sanctification, signified by the promise, ñI will bring you out from under the 

burdens of the Egyptians.ò 



 

147 

Å The second cup is the Cup of Deliverance, signified by the promise, ñI will rid you of their bondage / 

slavery.ò 

Å The third cup is the Cup of Redemption, signified by the promise, ñI will redeem you with a stretched out arm 

and with great judgments.ò 

Å The fourth cup is the Cup of Restoration, signified by the promise, ñI will take you to myself for a people, to 

be your God, to protect you.ò 

These four ñI will . . .ò statements are also the testimony of all who put their trust in Yeshua HaôMashiach, that 

he has fulfilled each ñI willò. 

 

The Fifth Cup 

A fifth cup is also present, the Cup of Elijah.  This cup represents the Cup Of Yahwehôs Wrath that will be 

poured out against sinners.  It is a cup filled to the brim with the perfect wrath of a perfectly just God. 

 

For centuries the Rabbis have debated whether or not this cup should even be included in the Seder, and if so, 

should the participants drink of it.  Unable to solve this quandary, they have concluded that the participants are 

to drink of the first four cups but they are not to drink the fifth cup.  Instead, they are to wait for Elijah the 

Prophet to come, who will tell them whether or not they should drink it themselves. 

 

The Pesach Seder With Yeshua (1 Corinthians 11:23-26, Matthew 26:26-28, Mark 14:22-23, and Luke 

22:19-20) 

The Pesach Seder meal which Yeshua celebrated with his disciples has become the Seder HaôMashiach (Lordôs 

Supper) for Christians. In that meal, Yeshua took the Afikomen and said, ñTake and eat, this is my body.ò  Then 

he took the third cup, the Cup of Redemption, and said, ñThis cup is my blood of the covenant poured out for 

you for the forgiveness of sins; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.ò 

 

The Afikomen also means ñI have come, and I will come again.ò  When Paul said, ñAs often as you eat of this 

bread and drink of this cup, you proclaim Yeshuaôs death until he comesò he meant that as we partake of the 

body and blood of Mashiach, we proclaim redemption through his sacrificial death during his first coming at 

Pesach until he comes again at his second coming at Yom Teruah! 

 

Mark 14:25 ïñTruly I say to you, I will never again drink of the fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it 

new in the Kingdom of God.ò 

During his final Pesach celebration with his disciples, on the eve before his crucifixion, Yeshua only drank the 
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first three cups but passed over the fourth cup.  If he had partaken of this fourth cup, he would have been under 

Yahwehôs protection.  He deliberately passed over this cup in order to allow scripture to be fulfilled.  He could 

not both be under Yahwehôs protection and at the same time be crucified. 

 

Upon completing the Seder, Yeshua and his disciples walked to the place of the Gethsemane to observe the 

night of watching, or night of vigil, called Lêyl Shimûrim [H3915- H8107] in Hebrew.  This night is so named 

because it represents the night before the Exodus from Egypt when all the Hebrews stayed awake, watching to 

see if the Angel of Death would, indeed, pass over their homes and firstborn.  It also represents the night during 

the Exodus when they watched all night to see what deliverance Yahweh would provide from Pharaoh and his 

army.  It is today a night of vigil to see if Yahwehôs final deliverance will come that night. 

 

The Cup Of Wrath  

Matthew 26:36-45 ï Yeshua keeps vigil in prayer while the disciples sleep. 

It is during this vigil that Peter, James, and John were unable to stay awake on this night, but Yeshua did! 

 

Mark 14:33-34 ï ñYeshua took Peter, James, and John with him and began to be very distressed and troubled.  

And Yeshua said, óMy soul is deeply grieved to the point of death; remain here and keep watchô.ò 

Luke 22:44 ï ñAnd being in agony he was praying very fervently; and his sweat became like drops of blood, 

falling down upon the ground.ò 

 

Yeshua is so overcome, so terrified, and so deeply distressed, troubled, and grieved (even to the point of death) 

that his sweat is like drops of blood falling to the ground.  This extremely rare condition, called hemohidrosis, is 

only known to have occurred in healthy individuals who knew their death was imminent and who knew that 

there was nothing they could do to prevent it. 

Å The word translated distressed is ekthambeǾ [G1568] which means to be thoroughly terrified. 

Å The word translated troubled is adǛmoneǾ [G85] which means to be troubled, to be in great distress or 

anguish, to be depressed. 

Å The word translated deeply grieved is perilypos [G4036] which means exceedingly sorrowful. 

Å The words translated point of death are heǾs [G2193] and thanatos G2288].  Both are direct translations of 

their meanings. 

 

Matth ew 26:39 ï Yeshua prayed, saying ñAbba Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not as I 

will, but as you will.ò 
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Mark14:36 ï Yeshua prayed, saying ñAbba! Father! All things are possible for you; remove this cup from me; 

yet not what I will, but what you will.ò 

Luke 22:42 ï ñFather, if you are willing, remove this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.ò 

 

What, then, caused Yeshua to experience such great terror?  In his humanity, he fully realized that it is he who 

must drink that fifth cup, that cup of Elijah.  It is he who must take Yahwehôs wrath upon himself so that his 

Bride and all who would place their trust in him would not have to do so.  It is he who would have to drink to 

the last drop that bitter cup, the fifth cup, to secure our freedom from bondage, sin and death. 

 

The Fulfillment  

John 3:17 ï ñYahweh did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through 

him.ò 

The crucifixion and resurrection of Yeshua has fulfilled the four promises given in Exodus 6:6-7: 

Å Yeshua has brought us out from under the yoke of Satanôs bondage (Matthew 11:29-30) 

Å Yeshua has set us free from slavery to sin (Galatians 5:1) 

Å Yeshua has redeemed us from death to eternal life (Galatians 3:13) 

Å Yeshua has taken us to be his Bride, and will protect us from the wrath to come (1 Thessalonians 1:10). 

 

Jeremiah 25:7-17 tells us that Yahweh pours out a cup of wrath upon those who do not listen to his counsel; a 

cup that they must drink to the last drop.  David prays for this cup to be poured out in Psalms 69 and 79: 

Psalm 69:24 ï ñPour out your indignation upon them and let your wrathful anger take hold of them.ò 

Psalm 79:6 ïñPour out your wrath upon the nations which do not know you, and upon the kingdoms which do 

not call upon your name.ò 

 

The final fulfillments may be found in both Isaiah and Revelation: 

Isaiah 63:1-4 ïYeshua comes from Edom and Bozrah, his apparel stained with blood, on the Day of Vengeance 

during which his wrath is poured out upon those who have rejected him. 

Revelation 14:9-10 ïñIf any man worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark in his forehead, or in 

his hand, he will drink of the wine of the wrath of Yahweh, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of 

his indignation.ò 

 

Conclusion 

There is a pattern of dress rehearsals that are represented by the Moedim of Yahweh. This Moed, Pesach 
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(Passover), was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs first coming when he was crucified as a payment in full for all sins, as 

testified by every believing Christian.  The nation of Israel and the Jews have been celebrating Pesach for 

almost three thousand years, understanding that it symbolizes their Exodus from Egypt and yearly covering 

from sin, but failing to understand its greater symbolism that Yeshua their Mashiach has completely saved them 

both from bondage to Pharaoh and bondage to sin. 

 

Romans 8:1 ï ñThere is no condemnation now for those who are in Yeshua HaôMashiach.ò 

Time and again the Bible speaks of a cup of wrath which will be poured out against sinners. The cup of wrath 

was ours to drink, but in an indescribable act of compassion, Yeshua chose to intervene and take our wrath upon 

himself.  Yeshua drank the cup of Yahwehôs wrath to the last drop. 

 

Revelation 20:15 ï ñAny person whose name is not found written in the Book of Life will be cast into the lake of 

fire.ò 

The cup is now empty.  Will you place your faith in Yeshua so that your name can be written in the Lambôs 

Book of Life and so you can have eternal life?  Or will you continue to deny his sacrifice and drink Yahwehôs 

cup of wrath at the Great White Throne of Judgment? 

 

The choice is yours.  Choose wisely! 

 

May your Pesach celebration be blessed. 
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Chag HaôMatzot 

The Second Holy Day 

Date Of Moed: 15th Day of 1st Month (Nissan ï March / April) 

Key Scriptures: 1 Peter 1:15-16 ï ñJust as he who called you is holy, be holy yourselves in all your conduct; 

for it is written, óYou will be holy, for I am holyô.ò 

1 Corinthians 5:7-8 ï ñGet rid of the old leaven, that you may be a new batch of dough, for in reality you are 

already unleavened because Yeshua our Pesach has been sacrificed for us.  Therefore let us keep the moed, not 

with old leaven, the chametz of wickedness and evil, but with the matzah of sincerity and  truth.ò 

Key Word:  Holiness 

Actions: Put away all leaven. Eat unleavened bread. Do no hard work. Present an offering by fire. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs Burial on the day after Pesach. 

 

The second holy day is called Chag HaôMatzot, or the Festival of The Unleavened Bread.  According to the 

book of Exodus, the Hebrews hastily departed from the tyranny of the Egyptian Pharaoh and they could not 

wait for bread to be leavened and rise.  So to observe the festive occasion, bread baked without yeast was eaten 

during the seven days of the moed.  The unleavened bread eaten during the Pesach moed is called  matzah. 

 

Chag HaôMatzot declares that Yahwehôs people are to be set apart from sin, just as Yeshua was sinless.  Yeshua 

was buried just as the Moed of Chag HaôMatzot began. 

 

Historical Background 

Exodus 12:17 ï ñYou will also observe the Moed of Chag HaòMatzot, for on this very day I brought you out of 

the land of Egypt; therefore you will observe this day throughout your generations as a permanent ordinance.ò 

Exodus 13:7 ï ñMatzah will be eaten for seven days; no chametz will be seen with you, and no leaven will be 

seen with you in all your territory.ò 

Deuteronomy 16:4 ï ñNo leaven will be seen with you in all your territory for seven days, nor will any of the 

meat that you sacrifice on the evening of the first day remain all night until morning.ò 

Exodus 34:18 ï ñYou will observe the Moed of Matzot for seven days.  You are to eat matzah,  as I commanded 

you, at the appointed time in the month of Abib (Nisan), for it was in the month of Abib you came out of Egypt.ò 

 

During the period preceding Pesach and Chag HaôMatzot the Hebrews would entirely cleanse their homes of 

any trace of leaven, called chametz.  This cleansing would include the removal of any bread products that had 

been made with leaven.  The moed symbolizes their inability to cook leavened bread as they made their exodus 
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from Egypt. 

 

The earliest celebrations show a distinct observance of Pesach on the 14th day of Abib/Nisan, followed the next 

day by the observance of Chag HaôMatzot on the 15th thru the 21st.  While not so clearly described as separate 

celebrations in the Bible, the Book of Jubilees clearly indicates that these were separate events.  Jubilees 49:22 

puts it this way: ñAnd you, Moses, command the children of Israel so that they will keep the ordinance of the 

Pesach just as it was commanded to you so that you might relate to them its annual occurrence each year, both 

its period of days and the Moed of Matzah. . .ò 

 

The moedim of Pesach and Chag HaôMatzot were only observed three times until they entered the Promised 

Land, and then again, only three times between entering the Promised Land and the Babylonian captivity.  It 

was only after the return of the Jews from Babylon that the feasts were more regularly observed. 

 

Modern Background 

Jews today continue to observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called Chag HaôMatzot in the Hebrew tongue.  

All forms of leaven are cleansed from their homes.  During the Passover Seder meal, three matzot are used.  

There has been much debate about who or what the three matzot represent.  Some Rabbis say they represent the 

Kohens or Priests, the Levites, and the Israelites.  Others say they represent Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

 

The middle matzah, therefore, would correspond to Isaac, the miraculously born son of Abraham, who was 

taken to what would become the Temple Mount to be offered as a sacrifice! (Genesis 18:13-14, 21:1-2, 22:1-18 

and 2 Chronicles 3:1).  But we know that they represent El Elyon B The Father Almighty God,   Yeshua Ben 

Yahweh B the Son of God,   and the Ruach HaôKodesh B the Holy Spirit of Élôhîym.  The middle matzah is 

called the Afikoman. 

 

The Afikoman 

Its Greek meaning can be understood as ñthat which is comingò. 

Å In the Pesach Seder meal the middle matzah is taken and broken in two.  This is the portion that Yeshua 

broke during the Last Supper when he said, ñThis is my body that is broken for youò. 

Å One half of the broken matzah is wrapped in a white cloth and hidden, to be found later in the meal, so that 

the children will stay awake.  This portion is called the Afikoman.  We remember that Yeshua three times 

asked his disciples to ñstay awakeò (Matthew 26:36-46). 

Å The middle person of the Godhead was broken for us at Pesach, and we remember that hiding the middle 
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matzah is a picture of his burial. 

Å Later in the meal, when the children find the Afikoman, we remember that Yeshua is risen, no longer 

hidden in the belly of the Earth. 

 

The Jews have been taking the middle matzah, the Afikoman, not understanding that the Matzah that is broken, 

wrapped in a cloth, buried, and found is symbolic of Yeshua their Messiah. 

 

Fulfillment  

Isaiah 53:9 ï ñYeshua was to be given a grave with wicked men, but he was buried in a rich manôs tomb after 

his death.ò 

John 19:40 ï ñThey took the body of Yeshua and wrapped it with the spices in linen cloths, according to the 

burial custom of the Jews.  Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden, and in the garden a 

new tomb in which no one had yet been laid.  Therefore because of the Jewish day of preparation, and since the 

tomb was nearby, they laid Yeshua there.ò 

Yeshua was crucified along with two other men, both of whom were ñtransgressorsò (Isaiah 53:12), 

ñcriminalsò (Luke 23:39), ñrobbersò (Mark 15:27 & Matth ew 27:38), or as Isaiah 53:9 puts it, ñwicked menò.  

Then upon his death Joseph, a good and righteous man from Arimathea, took Yeshuaôs body, wrapped it in a 

linen cloth, and laid him in his own new tomb (Matthew 27:60), fulfilling Isaiah 53:9. 

 

The linen cloth Joseph used was made of the same material that was only worn by the priests of the Temple.  

The Shroud of Turin, which is a long linen cloth made of out flax and measures 14 feet long and 3.5 feet wide, 

is made of this type of cloth.  It bears the faint image of a bearded, crucified man with bloodstains that match 

the wounds of crucifixion suffered by Jesus of Nazareth as recorded in all four gospel narratives. 

 

Conclusion 

There is a pattern that is represented by the dress rehearsals or Divine Appointments, the Moedim of Yahweh. 

This Moed, Chag HaôMatzot  (The Moed of Matzot or Unleavened Bread), was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs burial just 

as the Moed of Chag HaôMatzot began on the day after Pesach. 

 

The nation of Israel and the Jews have been celebrating Chag HaôMatzot for almost three thousand years, 

understanding that it symbolizes their inability to cook leavened bread as they made their exodus from Egypt, 

but failing to understand its greater symbolism that Yeshua their Mashiach has been broken, wrapped in a cloth, 

buried, and has risen to everlasting life. 
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Reishit Katzir 

The Third Holy Day 

Date Of Moed: Sabbath after Pesach, third day after crucifixion. 

Key Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:20-22 ï ñYeshua has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have died, so all will be made alive in him.ò 

Key Word:  Resurrection 

Actions: Wave offering of first sheaf of barley before Yahweh.  Burnt, Cereal, and Drink Offerings given.  Eat 

none of the new grain until this day. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Resurrection 

Reishit Katzir is a time of thanksgiving for the harvest to come. The first sheaf is a promise of larger harvest to 

come.  This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs resurrection on the third day. 

 

Historical Background 

Exodus 23:16 ï ñYou will keep the moed of Reishit Katzir, the firstfruits of your labors, which you have sown in 

the field.ò 

Leviticus 23:10-11 ï ñSpeak to the sons of Israel and say to them, óWhen you enter the land which I am going 

to give to you and reap its harvest, then you will bring in the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest.  

He will wave the sheaf before Yahweh for you to be accepted; on the day after the Sabbath the priest will wave 

itô.ò 

 

On the day called Reishit Katzir, also called Firstfruits, the first sheaf (or omer) of barley was waved before 

Yahweh.  This happened on the morning after the Sabbath which was on the third day after Pesach began.  The 

first sheaf is a promise and a thanksgiving of the larger harvest to come.  Firstfruits symbolized the consecration 

of the whole harvest to Yahweh.  From then on, an omer [H6016] was counted for every day until Shavuot, or 

Pentecost.  This period is called ñThe Counting of the Omerò. 

 

A sheaf in the Bible is used to typify a person or persons (Genesis 37:5-11). Bread was made from fine flour 

from the barley and was waved before Yahweh.  It expressed the peopleôs dependence on Yahweh for bread.  

The fine flour represented perfect righteousness.  Burnt, cereal, and drink offerings were also given.  None of 

the new grain was eaten until this day.  The Moed of Reishit Katzir looks forward prophetically to the 

resurrection of HaôMashiach.  That this was foreshadowed to happen is indicated in several places by other 

types and shadows as well such as those in Genesis 22:1-6; Exodus 3:18, 5:3, & 8:27; Esther 4:15-17; and 

Jonah 1:7 & 2:1-2). 
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Modern Background 

1 Corinthians 15:20-23 ï ñYeshua is risen from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of those who have 

fallen asleep.  Since by man came death, by man also came the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, 

even so in Yeshua all will be made alive, but each one in his own order: Yeshua the firstfruits, afterward those 

who are Yeshuaôs at his coming.ò 

 

Matthew 12:40  ï ñJust as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the fish, so will the Son of Man 

be three days and three nights in the heart of the Earth.ò 

The key word describing Reishit Katzir is Resurrection.  Yeshua, the perfect lamb, rode into Yerushalayim on a 

donkey fulfilling the prophecy in Zechariah 9:9. Like the Pesach lamb, he was examined for four days then 

sacrificed on Pesach. He rose from the dead three days later on Reishit Katzir, fulfilling the Feast of Firstfruits 

and the Sign of Jonah. 

 

By comparing the Newer Covenant accounts with the Jewish Talmud, Mishnah, and Midrash Rabbah, one is 

able to establish the following: 

Å Yeshua was executed on the 14th of Nisan which was either a Thursday or Friday, and he rose again the 

following Sunday which was either the 16th or the 17th of Nisan. 

Å The ñFirst of Weeksò, described in Matthew 28:1 and various other passages, was the First Day of the 

Omer according to the Sadducees. 

Å If the crucifixion was on Friday, the ñFirst of Weeksò would also have been the First Day of the Omer 

according to the Pharisees. 

This has the clear meaning that Yeshua rose from the dead on the Moed of Reishit Katzir when the priest would 

have waved the sheaf of barley before Yahweh on the First Day of the Omer. 

 

Yeshua: The Firstfruits Of The Barley Harvest 

 ï  Yeshua is the firstborn of Mary (Matthew 1:23-25) 

 ï  Yeshua is the firstborn of many brethren (Romans 8:29) 

 ï Yeshua is the firstfruits of the resurrected (1 Corinthians 15:20-23) 

 ï  Yeshua is the firstborn of every creature (Colossians 1:15) 

 ï  Yeshua is the first-begotten of Yahweh (Hebrews 1:6 ) 

 ï  Yeshua is the first-begotten from the dead (Revelation 1:5 ) 

 ï  Yeshua is the beginning of the creation of Yahweh (Revelation 3:14) 
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Yeshua is indeed the sheaf of the firstfruits of the barley harvest!  After being crucified and dying, he rose on the 

third day.  So if Yeshuaôs resurrection is a picture of the barley harvest on Reishit Katzir, his tomb represents the 

field after the harvest ï empty!   

 

Just as the barley harvest foreshadows the wheat harvest yet to come on Shavuot, so his resurrection 

foreshadows a greater one that is yet to come.  When Mary saw Yeshua outside the empty tomb, he told her not 

to hold on, as he had to present himself before the Father (John 14:20).   

 

Just as no one could partake of the grain until the Wave Sheaf Offering, no one could partake in the joy of his 

resurrection until he appeared before his Father. 

 

Other Firsts Scriptures 

Exodus 4:22 ï Israel is Yahwehôs firstborn. 

Matthew 6:33 ï We are called to seek first the Kingdom of God. 

Matthew 10:5-6 ï The gospel was preached to the Jew first and then to the Gentile, but most Jews rejected it. 

Therefore, the Gentiles became the first to receive Yeshua HaôMashiach, and the Jews, as a corporate people, 

will accept Yeshua as Mashiach as well at the end of this present age. 

Matthew 27:52-53 ï Those who arose from the dead with Yeshua during his resurrection became the firstfruits 

of all those who will rise from the dead. 

Mark 10:31 ï The first will be last and the last will be first.  Again, the Gentiles, the second to hear the 

message will be first, and the Jews last. 

1 Corinthians 15:46 ï The natural is before the spiritual. 

James 1:17-18 ï The early believers were a kind of firstfruits. 

Revelation 14:1-4 ï The 144,000 Jewish witnesses of the tribulation period are firstfruits to Yahweh and 

Yeshua. 

 

The Church 

The Church was born on the next Shavuot, at the second Festival of Firstfruits, when the priest waved the two 

loaves of bread, baked from the fine flour of the wheat crop.  Why two loaves? One loaf was for the Jews and 

one for the Gentiles. 

 

Yeshuaôs death and resurrection mirrored the planting and harvesting of the barley harvest on Reishit Katzir, 

while the coming resurrection of Yeshuaôs followers will be as the wheat harvest at Shavuot. 
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Members of the Church ñhave the firstfruits of the Spirit and groan inwardly as they wait eagerly for their 

adoption as sons and the redemption of their bodiesò (Romans 8:23). Church members eagerly await that day, 

just as they eagerly await the bountiful harvest sure to come on Shavuot! 

 

 

Conclusion 

The Moed of Reishit Katzir symbolizes the barley harvest, which points to the wheat harvest yet to come on 

Shavuot at the finish of the counting of the Omer.  This moed was fully fulfilled in Yeshuaôs resurrection on the 

third day, on the morning of the day after the Sabbath of Pesach ï on the day of Reishit Katzir. 
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Shavout 

The Fourth Holy Day 

Date Of Moed: 50th Day after Chag HaôMatzot (Unleavened Bread) 

Key Scripture: Acts 2:1-4 ï ñWhen Shavuot had come all of them were filled with the Ruach HaôKodesh.ò 

Key Word:  Thanksgiving 

Actions:  Cereal offering given, using new grain from the wheat harvest.  Burnt, Drink, Sin, and Peace offerings 

given. No hard work done.  A wave offering of two loaves of leavened bread is waved before Yahweh. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Giving Of The Holy Spirit 

Shavuot is the second harvest festival of thanksgiving, a day to remember the Covenant Yahweh made with his 

people at Mt. Sinai.  Shavuot was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs giving of the Ruach HaôKodesh (Holy Spirit) on the 

fiftieth day after Pesach.  It is called Pentecost in the Greek language. 

 

Historical Background 

Leviticus 23:17 ï ñYou will bring from your homes two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an 

ephah. They will be of fine flour, and they will be baked with leaven, as firstfruits to Yahweh.ò 

Leviticus 23:20-21 ï ñThe priest will wave the two lambs with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering 

before Yahweh. They will be holy to Yahweh for the priest. On the same day you will make a proclamation and 

hold a holy convocation.ò 

The official Hebrew name of the moed is Shavuot, literally the Feast of Weeks.  Shavuot is the fourth of the 

seven moedim commanded by Yahweh.  Shavuot is the second harvest festival of thanksgiving, a day to 

remember the Covenant Yahweh made with his people at Mt. Sinai. 

 

Specifically, Shavuot is the only moed between the Spring Moedim (Pesach, Chag HaôMatzot, and Reishit 

Katzir) which were all fulfilled in Yeshuaôs first coming, and the Fall Moedim (Yom Teruah, Yom Kippurim, 

and Sukkot) which will all be fulfilled in Yeshuaôs second coming. 

 

Shavuot is the moed that celebrates the gathering of the harvest and the two loaves of leavened bread held aloft 

by the High Priest.  It is also called ñdecorating the brideò, symbolizing the preparing of a Jewish brideôs 

evening escapade with her bridegroom.  She would spend the time getting dressed in her bridal gown, adorning 

various pieces of jewelry, and fixing her veil.  Today, we would say that Yeshuaôs Bride is preparing for the 

catching away of the Church ï in other words, the Rapture! 
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Shavuot is also the only Jewish moed for which there is no fixed date ï it simply occurs on the fiftieth day after 

the Moed of Reishit Katzir, a process called ñCounting The Omerò.  Again, in Greek, it is called Pentecost. 

 

A traditional Shavuot celebration begins by spending the entire night studying Torah at a synagogue or at home. 

When dawn arrives, the morning prayer is recited, the Ten Commandments are chanted, and the Book of Ruth is 

read. 

 

Food, as in all moedim, plays a big part and traditional foods include dairy foods such as cheese, cheesecake, 

milk, and honey.  No work is permitted on this day. 

Other Names For Shavuot Include: 

Å Chag Shavuot, or the Festival of Weeks.  Exodus 34:22 ïñYou will observe the Moed of Reishit Katzir, the 

firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the yearôs end.ò This festival is so named because 

the festival follows a seven-week count (Counting the Omer) that begins on the second day of Pesach.  It is 

celebrated on the fiftieth day. 

 

Å Chag HaôKatzir, the Festival of the Harvest. Exodus 23:16 ï ñYou will keep the Moed of Reishit Katzir, of 

the firstfruits of your labor, of what you sow in the field. You will keep the Feast of Ingathering at the end of 

the year, when you gather in from the field the fruit of your labor.ò  This festival celebrates the agricultural 

harvest, and looks forward to the harvest at the end of the age. 

 

Å  Yom HaôBikkurim, or the Feast of First Fruits. Leviticus 23:9-12 ï ñWhen you come into the land that I 

give you and reap its harvest, you will bring the sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest to the priest, and he 

will wave the sheaf before Yahweh.ò  Shavuot was the first day on which individuals could bring the 

Bikkurim, or the first fruits to the Tabernacle or Temple. The bikkurim were brought from the seven fruits 

and grains for which Yahweh is praised: wheat, barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives, and dates. 

 

Å  Zeman Mattan Torateinu, or The Time of the Giving of our Torah.  Fifty days after celebrating Pesach and 

leaving Egypt the Hebrews arrived Mt. Sinai and were given the Ten Commandments. 

 

The Historical Patterns 

Shavuot is the fourth moed, called the Festival of Weeks, which is translated Pentecost in the New Testament.  It 

is one of the few feasts in which the days and weeks are counted.  Seven days times seven weeks, or forty-nine 

days.  This same method is used to determine the actual day of the Shavuot.  Each day during this moed a 
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sheath of barley was waved before Yahweh.  This was waved for the entire forty-nine days.  Day fifty was the 

climax of the moed, hence Pentecost. 

 

Fifty days after celebrating Yahwehôs pass-over and leaving Egypt, Moses and all the children of Israel came to 

Mt. Sinai. It was there that Moses received straight from Yahwehôs own hand the Covenant, the Ten 

Commandments, and all the laws that were to govern Yahwehôs people forever.  This is called the first Shavuot. 

 

According to tradition, Shavuot was the day that Enoch, one of the patriarchs, was born and the day that Enoch 

was also translated [raptured] to be with Yahweh (Genesis 5), the day that Moses received the Torah on Mt. 

Sinai in the wilderness and the nation of Israel was born (Exodus 19-20), the day Boaz took Ruth to be his 

bride, and the day that King David was born and died. 

 

The Book of Ruth is read on Shavuot in both Jewish synagogues and Messianic churches. After the death of her 

husband Naomi travels to Moab.  When she decides to return to the land of Israel she is accompanied by Ruth, a 

gentile woman who has sworn never to leave her.  Once back in Bethlehem Boaz falls in love with Ruth and 

marries her, redeeming Naomiôs land and position according to the law. (Leviticus 25:25; Deuteronomy 25:5-

6). 

 

Modern Patterns 

Acts 2:1-4 ï ñWhen the day of Shavuot came, they were all together in one place. Suddenly a noise like a 

strong, blowing wind came from Heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting. They saw 

something like flames of fire that were separated and stood over each person there. They were all filled with the 

Ruach HaôKodesh, and they began to speak different languages by the power the Ruach HaôKodesh was giving 

them.ò 

 

Shavuot is the day the Holy Spirit fell on the Disciples in Yerushalayim and the Church was born (Acts 2). It is 

a picture of the redemption plan of Yahweh and the birth of the Church. Yeshua was crucified on Pesach, in the 

grave during Chag HaôMatzot, rose and was seen alive at the Moed of Reishit Katzir.  At the climax of the 

Festival of Weeks, the Holy Spirit was given, which we now call Pentecost, and the Church was born.  At Mt. 

Sinai fire descended on the summit of the mountain. On Shavuot fire came to rest on each of the apostles.  At 

Mt. Sinai the Torah was inscribed on the stone tablets stone by the finger of Yahweh. On Shavuot, the Holy 

Spirit wrote the Torah on the apostles hearts.  At Mount Sinai, 3,000 were killed due to their disobedience. On 

Shavuot, in Yerushalayim, 3,000 were granted eternal salvation in response to their faith. 
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Enoch is seen by many as an example of the Church being translated prior to the beginning of the tribulation 

period, especially since Yeshua said that the day of his coming would be like the days of Noah. Enochôs name 

means to teach, to train up; two primary purposes of the believing disciple. In Noahôs days the unbelieving 

world was destroyed in the judgment, a believing remnant was protected, and Enoch disappeared before the 

judgment.  At the end of days, the unbelieving world will again be destroyed in the judgment, a believing 

remnant of Israel will be preserved through the judgment, and the Church will be translated just like Enoch ï  

before the judgment! 

 

The story of Ruth has been called ñThe Romance of Redemptionò wherein Naomi, a Jewish woman from 

Bethlehem and Ruth, a Moabite (Gentile) woman, return to Bethlehem.  Upon their return, Boaz falls in love 

with Ruth and marries her, redeeming Naomiôs land and position according to the law (Leviticus 25:25; 

Deuteronomy 25:5-6). 

 

Naomi represents the role of Israel, destitute and alone; Ruth represents the Church, the gentile bride; and Boaz 

represents the Kinsman Redeemer [Messiah].  Just as Ruth placed her fate with Naomi, the Church is to join its 

fate with Israel and the Jewish people. Her example underlies the reason why the Church is to uplift Israel, 

Israelis, and Jews worldwide. 

 

Shavuot at Mt. Sinai is a Picture of Shavuot in Yerushalayim 

Shavuot is a celebration of the Hebrews receiving the Torah under Moses.  It was fifty days from when they left 

Egypt until Moses is given the Torah, the teachings of Yahweh.  It is also a picture of what would happen in the 

Newer Covenant, when the Day of Shavuot, or Pentecost as some translations call it, had fully come. 

 

  Shavuot on Mt. Sinai Shavuot in Yerushalayim 
 On A Holy Mountain ï Exodus 19:23 On A Holy Mountain ï Acts 2:1-2 
 Trembling Mountain ï Exodus 19:18 Trembling House  ï Acts 2:1-2 
 Fire On The Mountain ï Exodus 19:18 Cloven Tongues Of Fire ï Acts 2:3 
 Sound Of A Trumpet ï Exodus 19:19 Sound Of A Mighty Rushing Wind ï Acts 2:2 
 Glory Filled The Mountain ï Ex. 24:16 Glory Filled The House ï Acts 2:2 
 3,000 Died (Golden Calf) ï Ex. 32:28 3,000 Added To Their Numbers ï Acts 2:41 
 Kingdom Of Priests ï Exodus 19:6 Kings And Priests To Yahweh ï Revelation 5:10 
 

Comparisons Between the Day of Shavuot and Day of the Rapture 

The Rapture pattern also persists in the Shavuot moedim.  The first Shavuot occurred on Mt. Sinai after the 

Hebrews had left Egypt ï the trumpet was sounded loud and long, Yahweh descended in a cloud, and a voice 

commanded Moses to ascend (Exodus 19:18-20). 
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This is a perfect parallel of 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 ï ñYeshua himself will come down from Heaven with a 

loud command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet call of Yahweh.ò  Yeshua comes down, the 

trumpet sounds, and his Bride goes up. 

 

The second Shavuot occurred some 1300 years later in Yerushalayim, instituting the Age of Grace and the 

Church Age (Acts 2).  The third and final Shavuot may, indeed, mark the end of Grace and the beginning of 

Danielôs Seventieth week marked by a return to living under Law, complete with temple sacrifices.  This pattern  

represents a full circle of time or a cycle ï from Law ï to Grace ï and then back again to Law. 

 

Matthew 24:37-39 ï
 
ñWhen the Son of Man comes, it will be like what happened during Noahôs time.  In those 

days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving their children to be married, until 

the day Noah entered the boat. They knew nothing about what was happening until the flood came and 

destroyed them. It will be the same when the Son of Man comes.ò 

 

Scripture tells us that all this happened when the day of Shavuot was fully come.  The flood came when the 

fullness of the days Noah were complete. Yeshua returns when the fullness of time takes place. The coming of 

Yeshua will be as in the days of Noah: 

 Day of Shavuot       Day of the Rapture 
 The day of Shavuot had fully come The fullness of time will come 
 Two loaves waived before the Lord Jews and Gentiles will be caught up 
 Seven fruits presented to the High, Seven continents of people are 
 Priest, the Kohen HaôG©d¹l presented to Yahweh 
 Birth of the Church (Bride of Yeshua) Bride presented to Yeshua in Heaven 
 

The Day Which No One Knows 

The Rapture is not dependent upon any specific prophecy being fulfilled.  It comes on the ñday and hour that no 

one knowsò.  Nothing in scripture demands that The Rapture must necessarily fall on any Jewish Holy Day ï it 

may happen days or even weeks later.  Paulôs writings may simply indicate that the Rapture is a number specific 

event, not a date specific one.  It will come, as Paul indicates, when the full number of Gentiles has come in. 

The phrase full number is taken from a nautical term that described the number of soldiers and sailors that had 

to be on board before a ship could set sail. As soon as the full number was accounted for, the ship could leave. 

 

Remember, however, that all of the moedim are dress rehearsals for the real thing.  The Spring Moedim were 

fulfilled at Yeshuaôs first coming and the Fall Moedim will ultimately be fulfilled at his second coming.  Since 

Shavuot (Pentecost ) is the only moed for which there is no fixed date, some teach that it is the dress rehearsal 

for Yeshuaôs coming on that day and hour that only the Father knows to Rapture his Bride. 



 

163 

Conclusion 

Acts 2:1-4 ï ñWhen the day of Shavuot had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly there came 

from heaven a noise like a violent rushing wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.  And there 

appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them.  And they were 

all filled with the Ruach HaôKodesh.ò 

 

Shavuot is also known as the Feast of Weeks or Pentecost (Leviticus 23:16). This moed was observed the day 

after the seventh Sabbath following the Sabbath of Reishit Katzir, also known as the Feast of Firstfruits, fifty 

days later. It was also when the Jews commemorated the day when Yahweh gave the Torah to Moses on Mount 

Sinai. 

 

Notice that when Moses descended from Mount Sinai with the Tablets of the Testimony, ñabout three thousand 

menò died because of the peopleôs idolatry (Exodus 32:28). 

 

In contrast, after Peter preached on the day of Shavuot, ñabout three thousand souls accepted his teaching and 

were baptizedò (Acts 2:41)!  It is on this day of Shavuot (Feast of Weeks /Pentecost) that the Ruach HaôKodesh 

was poured out on the Church, marking the beginning of the time of grace that will continue until the return of 

Yeshua. This pattern represents a full circle of time or a cycle ï from Law ï to Grace ï back again to Law. 

 

The Moed of Shavuot, or Pentecost, symbolizes the summer wheat harvest during which two braided breads, 

baked with yeast, (in other words, two leavened loaves of bread) are waved before Yahweh by the Kohen 

HaôG©d¹l (High Priest).  These two loaves of the Older Covenant represent the Newer Covenant Church, 

composed of the Jews and the Gentiles who become one in Yeshua HaôMashiach. 

 

At Mt. Sinai, Shavuot became the day that the Hebrews were called to be Yahwehôs people, Yahwehôs bride.  In 

Yerushalayim, Shavuot became the day that the apostles were sealed as Yeshuaôs bride. 

 

Shavuot represents the summer harvest, a larger harvest than Reishit Katzir (Firstfruits), but not so large as the 

fall crops. 

 

This moed was fulfilled in Yeshuaôs giving of the Ruach HaôKodesh, the giving of the Holy Spirit. 
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Yom Teruah 

The Fifth Holy Day 

Date Of Moed: 1st Day of 7th Month (Tishri ï September / October) 

Key Scriptures: 1 Thessalonians 4:16 ï ñYeshua himself with a loud shout, the voice of an archangel, and the 

sound of Yahwehôs trumpet, will descend from Heaven.ò 

Psalm 89:15 ï ñHappy are those who hear the blessed sound of the Shofar, the joyful call to worship, for they 

will walk in the light of the presence of Yahweh.ò 

Key Word:  Wedding Day. 

Actions:  Trumpets are blown.  No work is done.  An offering by fire is presented to Yahweh. 

Prophetic Fulfillment:  Yeshuaôs Return For The Bride, Resurrection of the Dead. 

 

The Meaning of the Celebration 

Yom Teruah celebrates the Resurrection of the Righteous, Kingship of the Lord, and Marriage of the Lamb.  

Only when two witnesses see the edge of the moon, can the moed start. They had a two day period in which 

they knew it would happen, but not the exact day or time. Hence, the expression Yeshua used: ñYou do not know 

the day or the hourò (Matthew 24:36).  By using this expression, Yeshua also references the Kiddushin / 

Nesuôim, and the Yom HaKeseh. 

 

Yom Teruah announces Yeshuaôs wedding day, his coronation as King, and the day of the wakening blast. 

 

The official Hebrew name of the moed is Yom Teruah.  Yom Teruah is also called The Feast Of Trumpets, The 

Feast Of Blowing, The Feast Of Repentance, the Feast Of The New Moon, or Rosh Hashanah. 

 

The word Teruah [H8643] means a shout or blast of war, alarm, or joy; a loud noise of rejoicing; the voice of a 

trumpet.  Teruah is most frequently linked in scripture to the blowing of the Shofar and secondly as the noise of 

a joyful shouting.  The word Yom [H3117] simply means day. 

 

 

Other Names for Yom Teruah include: 

Å Rosh Hashanah: The Head of the Year, the Feast of the New Moon, Festival of the Jewish New Year, or The 

Beginning of the Days of Awe. 

Å Yom Teruah: The Feast of Trumpets, The Day of the Sounding of the Shofar, or The Feast Of Blowing. 

Å Yom HaôDin: The Day Of Judgment, The Day Of Opening The Books, or The Opening Of The Gates. 
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Å Yom HaôKiddushin / Nesuôim: The Wedding Day Of The Messiah. 

Å Yom HaôMelekh: The Day Of The Coronation Of The Messiah. 

Å Yom HaôAkedah: The Day Of Abrahamôs Offering of Isaac, and the Binding of Isaac 

Å Yom HaôNatzal: The Day Of The Resurrection of the Righteous Dead and the Taking Up of the Living 

Righteous. 

Å Yom HaôKeseh: The Hidden Day, The Day of Hiding, or The Day of Concealment. 

 

Yom Teruah: The Feast Of Trumpets, The Day of the Sounding of the Shofar, The Day of Blowing 

 

Leviticus 23:24 ï ñSpeak to the sons of Israel, saying, óIn the seventh month on the first of the month you will 

have a rest, a reminder by blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation.ò 

Numbers 29:1 ï ñOn the first day of the seventh month you will have a holy convocation; you will not work at 

your occupations. It is a day for you to blow the trumpets.ò 

Matthew 24:31 ï ñYeshua will send forth his angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together his elect 

from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.ò 

 

Yom Teruah, The Feast of Trumpets, is indelibly linked with the blowing of trumpets.  The Feast of Trumpets 

uses one-hundred distinct shofar blasts but only four different types of blasts during the festival.  They are the 

single Tekiah blast which signifies the sound of the Kingôs coronation, the three short Shevarim blasts which 

signify repentance, the nine staccato Teruah blasts of alarm which signify the call to awaken the soul, and the 

great long Tekiah HaôG©d¹l blast which signifies the voice of Yahweh.  The fourth and final type, the Tekiah 

HaôG©d¹l, is known to the Jews as the ñLast Trumpò or as the ñTrump of Godò. 

 

 

Yom HaôDin: The Day Of Judgment, The Day Of Opening The Books, The Opening Of Heavenôs Gates. 

 

Psalm 33:15 ï ñHe who fashions the hearts of all observes all their deeds.ò 

Revelation 20:11-12 ï ñThen I saw a great white throne and the One who sat on it.  Earth and heaven fled from 

his presence, and no place was found for them.  And I saw the dead, both small and great, standing before 

Yahweh, and books were opened.ò 

This day brings together all those who are about to be judged, based on the fact that all have sinned, all have 

made mistakes.  It is the day when all must pass before Yahweh to be judged for their actions of the last year, 

when the books are opened and he determines their fate for the next year.  Yom Teruah is not a trial before a 
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cruel or unknown judge on arbitrary charges, however, but a summing up of our deeds by a righteous judge who 

judges rightly. 

 

On this day Rabbinical teachings tell us that three great books will be opened and that all men will be put into 

one of three classifications.  The totally righteous are sealed and separated for life with Élôhîym.  This is called 

the natzel, or the rapture.  The totally wicked are sealed to face the wrath of Yahweh during the tribulation 

period and then will be separated from him throughout all eternity. The fate of the people that are neither totally 

righteous nor totally wicked is not yet sealed at this point. 

 

It is also a day of Repentance. Repentance, or Teshuvah, consists of several steps in the Jewish tradition 

including recognition and admission of the wrong doing, and renunciation of the action. Teshuvah also requires 

restitution to the wronged party and a promise not to repeat the offense.  Those who are neither totally righteous 

nor totally wicked will have until Yom Kippurim to repent. In other words, they would go through the 

tribulation period however unlike the totally wicked, many would repent and turn to Yahweh / Yeshua.  Their 

fate is then determined after the seven year tribulation.  The trumpets declare the solemn warning that the Gates 

of Heaven are open and that the Court in Heaven is in session. 

 

Yom HaôKiddushin / Nesuôim: The Wedding Day Of The Messiah 

Joel 2:15-16 ï ñBlow the trumpet in Zion, sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the people, sanctify 

the congregation, assemble the elders, gather the children, and the babies.  Let the bridegroom go forth out of 

his chamber, and the bride out of her closet.ò 

The Jewish wedding ceremony gives another picture of Yom Teruah, including the escape theme in which 

Yahweh causes his people to escape wrath, and the concept of concealment behind a closed door. Only the 

father could determine the day and hour when the bridegroom would show up unannounced to take his bride 

home.  Once the groom and betrothed were together, they proceeded to the groomôs new home, which was the 

same home as his fatherôs. Once back at the fatherôs home, the groom and bride would then be concealed in the 

Chuppah for seven days. Again, the image of a celebration that is hidden.  This is a day of the Wedding of the 

Bride of Yeshua to their King. 

 

Yom HaôMelekh: The Day Of The Coronation Of The Messiah 

Psalm 98:6 ï ñWith trumpets and sound of cornet make a joyful noise before Yeshua, the King.ò 

The blowing of the shofar on Yom Teruah also links this day to Yeshuaôs sovereignty and Kingship over the 

world.  Judgment and Kingship are closely linked.  
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The coronation ceremony of Kings was ripe with the blowing of trumpets, noisy celebration, and a seven sealed 

document being opened and read to all in attendance.  Because Yom Teruah is a coronation of Yahweh / Yeshua 

as king of the universe, one of the most famous and familiar prayers of this season is Avinu Malkenu (ñOur 

Father, Our Kingò). 

 

1 Kings 1:32-46 speaks of such a coronation, as does 2 Kings 11:12-13.  Psalm 47 is called the Coronation 

Psalm, and references the blowing of the shofar in celebration of his coming with a shout and the sound of the 

trumpet. Psalm 98 confirms that the shofar is blown to inform us that the King is praised and all of the worldôs 

occupants are present. Isaiah 12:1-6 puts the shouting in the context of the exaltation of his name being known 

throughout the Earth.  Isaiah 44:23-28 mentions shouting in relation to the Messianic era, as does Jeremiah 

31:7 and Zephaniah 3:14-20.  Revelation 4 tells us that the Bride of Yeshua has been raptured, the King is on 

his throne, and the seven sealed scroll is opened.  These passages reference the coronation of the Messiah and 

its part in the celebration of Yom Teruah, albeit also in a somewhat hidden manner!  The Coronation of the King 

is on this day. 

 

Yom HaôAkedah: The Day Of Abrahamôs Offering of Isaac, The Binding of Isaac 

 

Genesis 22:7-8 ï ñIsaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, ñMy father!ò And he said, ñHere I am, my 

son.ò And he said, ñBehold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?ò Abraham said, 

ñYahweh will provide himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.ò So the two of them walked on together.ò 

Genesis 22:13 ï ñThen Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the 

thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of 

his son.ò 

According to Jewish tradition, the Shofar is also blown on Yom Teruah as a reminder of the substitutional 

sacrifice of the lamb in place of the sacrificing of Isaac. Genesis 22:8 can be literally translated: ñYahweh will 

provide himself AS the lamb!ò  Therefore we note that it is Yahweh himself who is the lamb that Abraham 

sacrifices, an Older Covenant parallel, pattern, picture, and type of Yeshua's Newer Covenant sacrifice! 

 

The Ramôs left and right horns symbolize the Shofarôs First Trump and Shofarôs Last Trump.  According to 1st 

Corinthians 15:52-54, Paul states that on this day, ñin an instant, in the twinkling of an eye, at the sounding of 

the last shofar, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we will be changed from mortal to immortal.ò  This 

day of the final, or last trump, is  the day of the Substitutional Sacrifice. 

 

 




