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All The Consonants
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Kaf Yud Tet Chet Zayin Vav Hey Dalet Gimel Bet Aleph
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Pey  Ayin Samech Nun Mem  Lamed

nwapy.x

Tav Shin Resh Quph  Tsade
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The 22 Hebrew Consonants

o7 1 g 7 A3 KX

Chet Zavyin Vav Hey Dalet Gimel Beyt Aleph

Yy D1 n 59 Oy

Avin Samech Nuan Mem Lamed Kaphb Yad Tet

ﬂ NN BT

shin R—~<=sh C) pl’) Tsade— Py
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The 5 Final Consonants

a1 87

Tsade Pey Nun Mem Kaph

These are also know as the Sofit Letters



Aleph N Aleph

m Number 1

m Gematria 1

= Pronounced silent or ah
m Literal Meaning Ox, Bull

m Symbolic Meaning Power, Authority, Strength
m Appearances

m Pictures




Bet 2 2 Vet

m Number 2

m Gematria 2

m Pronounced boy, vine (no dof)
m Literal Meaning Tent, House

m Symbolic Meaning Family, In, For, By
m Appearances |

m Pictures




Gimel A Gimel

m Number 3
m Gematria 3
m Pronounced got

m Literal Meaning Foot, Walk
m Symbolic Meaning  Lift up, Pride, Camel ¢4%
m Appearances

m Pictures




Dalet | Dalet

m Number 4

m Gematria 4

m Pronounced dog
m Literal Meaning Door

m Symbolic Meaning Door, Pathway, Entrance
m Appearances

Middle Late
Hebrew Hebrew

m Pictures




Hey /] Hey

m Number 5
m Gematria 5
m Pronounced hay

m Literal Meaning Lo, Behold
m Symbolic Meaning Look, Reveal, Breath
m Appearances ‘

m Pictures




Vav ] Vav

m Number 6
m Gematria 6
m Pronounced Very, up

m Literal Meaning Nail, Peg (and)
m Symbolic Meaning Add, Secure, Hook
m Appearances

m Pictures




Zayin J Zayin

m Number /

m Gematria 7/

= Pronounced zebra

m Literal Meaning Weapon, Hoe, Plow

m Symbolic Meaning Cut, Food, Nourish
m Appearances

m Pictures




Chet I Chet

m Number 3

m Gematria 3

m Pronounced ch (as in bach)
m Literal Meaning Fence, Wall

m Symbolic Meaning Separate, Outside, Private
m Appearances

m Pictures




Tet U Tet

m Number 9

m Gematria 9

m Pronounced test

m Literal Meaning Snake, Basket

m Symbolic Meaning Surround, Contain
m Appearances

m Pictures




Yod : Yod

m Number 10

m Gematria 10

m Pronounced you

m Literal Meaning Arm and Closed Hand

O Symbolic IVIeaning Work, Throw, Deed, Make
m Appearances

m Pictures




Kaf 92 2 ] Khaf

m Number 11

m Gematria 20

m Pronounced kit, bach (no dof)
m Literal Meaning Open Palm

O Symbolic IVIeaning To Open, Cover, Allow, Tame

Middle

[] Ap pearances - '—--‘l =1 A==
=] Tw » 3%

m Pictures




Lamed = Lamed

m Number 12
m Gematria 30
m Pronounced Low

m Literal Meaning Shepherd, Staff
O Symbolic IVIeaning Control, Teach, Bind, Tongue
m Appearances

m Pictures




Mem 73 a 0 Mem

m Number 1€

m Gematria 40

= Pronounced mike

m Literal Meaning Water, Blood

m Symbolic Meaning Chaos, Liquid, Massive
m Appearances

m Pictures ~AN




Nun ] ] | Nun

m Number 14
m Gematria 50
= Pronounced noon
m Literal Meaning Fish

m Symbolic Meaning Seed, Life, Activity, Heir
m Appearances |

m Pictures




Samekh O Samekh

m Number 115

m Gematria 60

= Pronounced sam

m Literal Meaning Thorn, Prop

m Symbolic Meaning Support, Grab, Protect
m Appearances

m Pictures




Ayin y Ayin

m Number 16
m Gematria 70
m Pronounced silent or ah
m Literal Meaning Eye
m Symbolic Meaning Watch, Experience, Know
m Appearances
W\ / & oy
m Pictures
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Pey £ 3 “| Fey

m Number 17

m Gematria 80

m Pronounced pet or phone (sofif)
m Literal Meaning Mouth

m Symbolic Meaning Speak, Meaning, Scatter
m Appearances '

m Pictures




Tzade! X 7 Tzade

m Number 18
m Gematria 90
m Pronounced netz, or nets (sofit)

m Literal Meaning Fish Hook
m Symbolic Meaning Journey, Desire, Need
m Appearances '

m Pictures




QOf or Kuf P KUf or Qof

m Number 19

m Gematria 100

m Pronounced Queen, or Kit

m Literal Meaning Sun on Horizon

m Symbolic Meaning Back of Head, Behind
m Appearances

m Pictures




Reysh R Reysh

m Number 20

m Gematria 200

= Pronounced rain

m Literal Meaning Head of a Man

m Symbolic Meaning Authority, First, Foremost
m Appearances

m Pictures




Shinw v 7 Sin

m Number 21

m Gematria 300

m Pronounced shem, sam (sofif)

m Literal Meaning Two Front Teeth

m Symbolic Meaning Consume, Destroy, Sharp

m Appearances =4 E
W «~ w v

— /
m Pictures ARG
ey
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Tav n, N Tav

m Number 22

m Gematria 400

m Pronounced tall or test
m Literal Meaning Sign

m Symbolic Meaning Cross, Mark, Covenant
m Appearances

m Pictures




The Ancient Hebrew Alphabet
By Jeff A. Benner

§ + o QPHL Mm@ F N "MPIQRAFYWO v Yy

Dalet, Gimel, Beyt, Aleph 0 v oy

Zayin, Hhet, Vav, Hey A = Y W

Lamed, Kaph, Yud, Tet Z 9 ®

Ayin, Samekh, Nun, Mem

Resh, Quph, Tsade, Pey QP

Tav, Shin

¢}
fHRE
o R E

Ghayin



Pvup Dalet, Gimel, Beyt, Aleph Ovup

Beyt Aleph
Early Middle Lite Modesii Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebréw Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
i’;ctog.raph: iloorlpla;of a Tlc:t Pictograph: Ox Head
'So:a::gs' Barglh'\ (’\_) - Meanings: Power, Authonity, Strength
i ' Sound: ah, eh
Dalet Gimel
. Early Middle Late Modern
i SHOH i NEODAER Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

Pictograph: Door Pictograph: Foot
Meanings: Move, Hang, Entrance Meanings: Gather, Walk
Sound: G

Sound: D




nF=rw

Vav

Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

Yy ® 1 9

Ancient Name: Waw

Pictograph: Peg

Meanings: Add, Secure, Hook
Sound: W, ow, uw

Hhet

Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

A H R

Ancient Name: Hhets? Chet
Pictograph: Wall

Meanings: Outside, Divide Half
Sound: Hh

Hhet, Zayin, Vav, Hey

Hey

Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
Pictograph: Man with arms rassed
Meanings: Look, Reveal, Breath

Sound: H, eh

Zayin

Early Middle
Hebrew Hebrew

= = { 7

Ancient Name: Zayin?, Zan?
Pictograph: Mattock " Hoe ' Plow
Meanings: Food, Cut, Nourish
Sound: Z

R 7 YW
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Lamed, Kaph, Yud, Tet

Yud Tet
Early Middle Late Modern Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
Ancient Name: Yad Ancient Name:= Thet?
Pictograph:  Arm and closed hand Pictograph:  Basket
Meanings: Work, Throw, Make, Praise Meanings: Surround. Contain. Mud
Sound: Y,y Sound: Th
Lamed Kaph
Eal’l_\‘ AMiddle Late Modern Ell’l_\‘ Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
Ancient Name: Kaph
Ancient Name: Lam? Pictograph: Open Palm
Pictograph: Shepherd Staff S i
Meanings: Teach, Yoke, Bind, Toward Meanings: Benid; Open, All.o“, Tema
Soind: L Sound: K (stop), Kh (spirant)

Z W > @



® F \m Ayin, Samekh, Nun, Mem

Nun

Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

~ 7

Ancient Name: Nun
Pictograph: Sprouting Seed

Mem
Early Middle Late
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

Ancient Name: Mem?, Mayim?, Mah?

Pictograph: Water

S F "\ W

Modern
Hebrew

-

y _ : Meanings: Chaos, Mighty, Blood
Meanings: Continue, Heir, Son Sodnds M
Sound: N
Avyin Samehh
Early Middle Late Modern Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

o o Yy b

Ancient Name: avin

Pictograph: Eye
Meanings: Watch, Know, Shade
Sound: Silent

Ancient Name: Sin?

Pictograph: Thom

Meanings: Grab, Hate, Protect

Sound: S




REPH Resh, Quph, Tsade, Pey RPH

Tsade Pey

Early Middle Late Modern Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
Ancient Name: Tsad?, Tsade? Ancient Name: Pey
Pictograph:  Trail Pictograph:  Mouth
Meanings: Journey, Chase, Hunt Meanings: Open, Blow, Scatter, Edge
Sound: Ts Sound: P (stop), Ph (f) (spirant)
Resh Quph
Early Middle Late Modern
Early Middle Late Modern Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew

R {9 v P

Ancient Name: Resh, Rosh? Ancient Name: Quph

Pictograph: Head of a misn Pictog.raph: Sgn at the hori;on _
Meanings: Head, first, top, beginning Meanings: Circle, Revolution, Condense, Time
Sound: Q

Sound: R




+ <o Tav, Shin + <o

Tav Shin
Early Middle Late Modern Early Middle Late Modern
Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
Ancient Name: Taw Ancient Name: Shin
Pictograph: Crossed Sticks ' Pnctog.raph: Two front teeth -
Meanings: Mark, Sign, Signal, Monument Meaings: Sharp, Press; Eatg Tivo
Souzids T Sound: Sh

History & Reconstruction

Ghayin

While this letter existed in ancient Semitic languages and some modem Semutic languages, it

no longer exists in the modem Hebrew. Instead it has been absorbed into the letter ¥ (ayin), ’ Middle Late Modern
While the evidence exists showing that this 1 in fact a separate letter, there 1s very lintle Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew
evidence for reconstructing its onginal pictograph. The Ugant and Arabic languages wrote

this letter the same as the @yin bur with an additional line or dot. The closest candidate for o

this letter is the R, a twisted rope, which is found in some ancient Semitic inscriptions.

In the Arabic language this letter 15 called the ghayin and 15 probably related 1o the Hebrew

word ghah meaning "twisted.” Ancient Name: ghah?, ghayvin?
Pictograph: Rope of twisted fibers

Because the Greek language transliterates this letter with a gamma ("g" sound) we know that Meanings: Twisted, Dark, Wicked

this letter origmally had a type of "g" sound, possibly a "ng" as in the word "nng." Sound: g. gh or ng




The
Vowels







XX R W
Pat:ch llamets Chateph Patach llamets Hey

{short) (Iong) (short) (lono)

Practice Readings  Pronounced “a” as in aqua

Two syliables:

v now nan Svm np Spa o

sha‘ar shalach rabbat (%) ma ‘al da“‘at ba‘al 'achat

Three syllables:

WM ANRT apna oTIsn wan oy

2 R -l

vayashav ha'achat bara‘av ha'adam hanna* vaya‘as

Four syllables:

ANz ¥R TR weoa

hatsalachat batsaratah ha'ada mah harachamah




N N z:z_N'N

Ilgol Mhm lm Vod alqnl Yod
e
{lang) ushcrti lshrt) ltnrw) Unnu)

Practice Readings sound: "e" as in they

Two syllabies:

MY WD DR W PR N7 BN

‘aneh che ma "mravat 'wraah *eah e "o i

o Sy 9% N3 Son vyn own

el 4«! me ‘al ‘aled Telss ke chel me ‘etz hashem

Threas svlishies:
oWy Tsn? WD nphP  nely yme

PR T To chumlenr LR TR Lo Je Bhoat varys Ful me “wrele

o7 WP SWn AN onwy IR

“eddeddem In“mprel he ‘mgel ‘e kaoved sheshs mam ‘spsdech




N N
Chireq  Chireq Yod
|
(short) (Io:\g)
Practice Readings sound: “i" asin machine

Two syllables:

RN (2R "2 ER kR tIn [an

tirqach migan s kts: mimi chuk-Ki mib-bin

moa) @ ndY oM 23 T
hineh yrrev titen shilach yichad kk kar miyad
Three / more syllables:

TS RO AT % nen

tsivits chamishah "erminsh vayrtser vayippach va'yiten

ORI O URTD N33 ompn o))

chavetiha mimerem me re” shat ynlavet mimavet mmite




T: T
Cholem Cholem Vav Chateph Qamets  Oamets Chatuph
(lo:g) (lo?lg) (sh%rt) (sh?lrt)
Practice Readings sound: “0” as in yellow
Two syllables:

I% Mm% ok 5 RIS v T

yotser la-mo yo-shev yibbol halo’ ‘oyev do-do

o My i Wi IR ini Bip

so-do oro sokho o 'mo ‘oto mo1o kol:

Three / more syllables:

i nivna 23R niann %Dy Rnn

komato ba hamot ho'sowvevy choravot ‘amalo ham maor

AP gD TN TR nipS jaun

hako lot mo tza'o to de kha o de kha laasot mo shavo




u
{Tomg)
Practice Readings sound: “u” as in blue

Two syllables:

Wwooown nw %Y oy np% Im

‘uzi chu-sham ‘unot yulad yu-gam lu-gach wvo

aw o1 iy Sman 52 pa oS

shuvi yukhal ru-chi hu-chal tuval umin kulam

Three / more syllables:

. NS wyr oaby BT

mi‘me-nu kulanu wshunmi ‘elo'him vachilu vavohu

Y W onw war wby g

vashuwvu tama-nu sha’alu ye-vo-shu ‘ale'nu yaqumu







The Modern Hebrew Alphabet

T MmN 3 3N

Vavn Hey Dalet Gimel Beyt Alef

h n s " B )

.

Lamed Kaf Yod Tet Chet Zayin

= 2 2 2 12

Tsade Pey Ayin Samekh Nun Mem

mw : P

i
Tav Shin Resh Qof




The Ancient Paleo-Hebrew Alphabet Letters




The Ancient Semitic-Hebrew Alphabet Letters

Name of the Hebrew Letter  Ancient Semitic Picture-Character Literal meaning of the Letter
Modem Hebrew Letter Some symbolic meanings used in word pictures Sound of Letter

1'9, ALEF A M OX, BULL

strength, leader, first (vowel)

2 - = TENT, HOUSE

household, in, into, family b, \'

7 2\ CAMEL

to lift up, pride, animal g
YU a DOOR

pathway, to enter d

v 3 BEHOLD

‘the’, to reveal h

1 «  NAIL, PEG

'and', to add, to secure Vv

? =5 WEAPON

cut, to cut off Z

ﬁ D FENCE, INNER ROOM

private, to separate ch

B ® SNAKE, SURROUND

to surround t

| -+ HAND fcwoseo)

work, a deed, to make vV

uU y PALM (0PN HAND)

to cover, to open, allow k, ch




The Ancient Semitic-Hebrew Alphabet Letters

Name of the Hebrew Letter Ancient Semitic Picture-Character Literal meaning of the Letter
Modermn Hebrew Letter Some symbolic meanings used in word pictures Sound of Letter

12¢, LAMED [ # CATTLE GOAD

N D control, authority, the tongue |

13 e MEM M = WATER

liquid, massive, chaos m

THE WATER)

whurm 1D
143 NOON é ) FISH artme miroucH
]

activity, life n

'SR SAMECH R =2 PROP

support, twist slowly, turn S

J<O I =4 EYE

to see, know, experience

CT =7 MOUTH

to speak, a word, to open 0]

"*J TSADIK /= FISHHOOK
N

catch, desire, need is

E) KOOF o il BACK OF THE HEAD
i? behind, the last, the least q, k

REYSH [ | HEAD (o Amav

a person, the head, the highest r

W A TEETH

to consume, to destroy S, sh

X & SIGN

to seal, to covenant t




The Twenty-Two Hebrew Consonants

M ) 1 m A . - N
Chet Zayin Vav Hey Dalet Gimel Beyt Aleph

¥ © 31 m 95 =5 s
Ayin Samech Nun Mem Llamed Kaph Yud Tet

n v " p ¥ B

Tav  Shin Resh Quph Tsade Pey

The Five Final Hebrew Consonants

ro " 1 8 7

Final Final Final Final Final
Tsade Pey Nun Mem Kaph




The Hebrew Vowels




Y'varekh'kha Yahweh v'yishmerekha
Ya'er Yahweh panayv eleikha vichunekka
Yissa Yahweh panav eleikha v'yasem 'kha shalom
Yahweh blesses you, and keeps you;

Yahweh makes His face shine upon you, and is gracious to you;

Yahweh lifts up His countenance upon you, and makes you whole.



