


Hope Throughout the Scriptures

1 Peter 3:25 - “Sanciyy Yeshiua as Lord inn your
Aearts, always being ready [o make a defernse [o
eVeryone WAo dasks you 1o give an account [for (Aae

Aope 5559 (Ral is 71 Yyou.”

The word translated 1in English as hope 1s the Greek work elpis
[£mic G1680] which comes from the root word elpizo [Eamilm G1679].

Both mean to anticipate, usually with pleasure or confidence, an
expected outcome.

In other words, hope 1s the anticipation of a favorable conclusion
under Elohim’s guidance and the confidence that what Yahweh
has done for us in the past guarantees what Yahweh will do in the
future.



Hope Throughout the Scriptures

Throughout the Bible, there are several words that are used to
express or connote “hope”™.

In the Old Testament, threec primary words are used: yachal (to
trust), tigva (to look for something with eager expectation), and
batach (to rely on something reliable).

In the New Testament the primary words used are: apokaradokia
(intense anticipation, earnest expectation), prosdokao (to expect or
to await), and elpis (to anticipate with expectation or confidence).

None of these words, however, are used in Revelation!

But, a trustful expectation, despite the immediate situation, 1s what
Revelation addresses. Revelation 1s filled with hope, the depiction
of what Yahweh 1s yet to do, 1n fulfillment of his promises, and this
1s what we will investigate.



+

Revelation - “A Bedtime Story’!

Revelation 1:3 — “Blessed /s the one who reads the words of
Yeshua's message, and blessed are the people who hear this
message and do what /s written in ft. The time is near when all of
this will happen.”

Many consider the Book of Revelation to be a book of
absolute terror.

But, in many ways, Revelation reads like a bedtime story told
by a loving father to his child.

There are the bad guys and the Good Guy; troubles and
frightful beasts, peace and glorious visions.

There 1s destruction of all that 1s evil, and the coming of the
beautiful, new city.

No matter how bad 1t sounds at first, Yahweh wins the final
battle, and all 1s made right and good; hope 1s fulfilled.



Revelation - “A Blessing Story’!

Revelation 1:3 — “Blessed /s the one who reads the words of
Yeshua's message, and blessed are the people who hear this

~>— message and do what /s written in ft. The time is near when all of
this will happen.”

Right from the first few verses, Revelation begins, saying
both those who read and hear the message are blessed, and
then 1t reminds us that Yeshua, who was, 1s, and 1s to come,
1s coming again. “Look, he is coming with the clouds, and
every eye will see him” we are told (1:7).

Right from the very first verses, our hope begins to climb,
to soar. And Revelation’s last verse confirms this, saying
“Yeshua, the one who testifies to these things says: ‘Surely I
am coming soon’.”” (22:20).

Our hope begins to soar.



The Soaring Hope

Next, through John, our guide, we see a glorious vision of one like
the Son of Man, and are told not to be afraid, for we are standing in

Yeshua's midst. And Yeshua has the “keys of Death and of Hades”
(1:16). Our hope soars even higher.

If these keys are in the hands of Yeshua, then neither Death nor
Hades has any power over us, being 1n themselves subject to the one
who hais G‘omrdl. OVer us.

Our hope reaches even higher heights than before.




The Soaring Hope

As chapter five begins, our hope appears to leave us, and we begin
“to weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the
scroll or to look into it (5:4).

But our hope 1s not gone for long; the Lamb goes and takes the
scroll from the right hand of the one who 1s seated on the throne, and
all surrounding the throne break forth in worship and praise.

A brwf 1ntarlude ﬁf t@rmr strikes our hﬁarts agam as ﬁaﬁh faf thﬁ

Our hope again soars even higher than before.




The Soaring Hope

As Chapter eight comes to a close, again, another interlude of
devastation and terror 1s shown, depicted by the vision of the seven
trumpets, and a dampening of our spirits and hope begins to take
place, as evil seems to be getting the upper hand.

The beast “that comes up from the bottomless pit” (11:7) makes war
on our two heroes, the two witnesses, and kills them, letting their
dead bodies lie in the street to rot.

lut ]ﬁ we are tak&n t{?ﬁ th@ ‘i:@mf.ala:zaﬂ and aﬁer thre@ ami a half dj_j;._ sz ..




The Soaring Hope

But 1n short order the dragon and his minions are defeated, and the
announcement 1s made, “The salvation and the power and the
kingdom of our God and the authority of his Yeshua have come”
(12:10).

We then see the dragon and his beasts futile attempts to overcome
those on the earth, but we also see the 144,000 and the hosts of
heaven arrayed for battlﬁ: 111@111&11113 the one who has “a golden

crown on his h -m‘ and a sharp sickle in his hand!” (14:14).

Our hope again soars even higher than before.




The Soaring Hope

As Chapter sixteen begins we see terror once again striking the
carth, this time 1n a vision of seven bowls of wrath. By now,
however, we begin to sense that these wvisions, too, will be
temporary, and our hope continues to soar, expecting the outcome
Yahweh has promised throughout all of scripture.

Quickly, then, the seven bowls are emptied. By now, we are sitting
on the edge faf our seats, waiting for the story to be concluded. Two.
hapter ’ 1 third. Th@ fnm:l;h ﬁhaptar nm&te@nﬁ




The Soaring Hope

Then heaven opens, a white horse appears with its rider, called
Faithful and True, and all the armies of heaven follow, also on white

horses (19:11-14).

Satan 1s bound and thrown into the bottomless pat.

For the next one-thousand years, | carth has peace until Satan 18 once
again let out, only to be judged and thrown into the lake of fire




The Soaring Hope

Chapter twenty-one begins with the vision of the new heaven and
the new earth, and it 1s here and in the following chapter that what

began in Genesis comes full circle and all of Elohim’s promises are

seen being fulfilled.

We see in these chapters that our hopes and dreams for full
restitution are given full expression, the anticipation of a favorable
outcome under Yahweh's guidance has been guaranteed and




The Soaring Hope

Death 1s gone forever, as are tears, mourning, crying, and pain; all
have passed away (21:4).

The sun, too, 1s gone, no longer needed for light, “for the glory of
Yahweh 1is its light, and its lamp 1s Yeshua, the Lamb” (21:23), and
no sin will enter into the new kingdom (21:27).

Thﬂse who bel-:zrng to Yeshua will see Yahweh's face and will have
1is name on their foreheads (22:4).

Our hope soars to its highest point,

much higher than before.




Conclusions

Our bedtime story, Revelation, has been told.
The bad guys have lost and the Good Guy has won.

Yahweh, in Yeshua, has won the final battle, and all has been made
right and good; hope has been fulfilled. Our anticipation of the
favorable outcome under Yahweh's guidance, coupled to our visions
of the final scenes of Revelation give us confidence that guarantees
our participation in what Yahweh will do in the future.

Yahweh has won, we have seen the outcome, we can endure anything
the world, Satan, or evil puts in our path.

For our hope 1s not in what we can accomplish, but in what Yahweh
has already accomplished through Yeshua.

Oh, thank Yahweh/Yeshua/Ruach Ha’Kodesh. Our hope 1s that we,
too, are one of the multitude who praises Yeshua in heaven! Now I
lay me down to sleep, my hope to waken at Yeshua’s call, the angel’s
voice, and to hear the trump of Yahweh as he raptures us home.

Our hope soars lo ils highest poit, yel;



Y'varekh kha Yahweh v'yishmerekha
Ya'er Yahweh panayv eleikha vichunekka
Yissa Yahweh panav eleikha v'yasem ['kha shalom
Yahweh blesses you, and keeps you;

Yahweh makes His face shine upon you, and is gracious to you,

Yahweh lifts up His countenance upon you, and makes you whole.



